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East Hampton Remembers Nikki O’Neill

By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton is mourning Nikki O’Neill,
one half of a legendary local power couple who
sat at the top of Connecticut state politics for all
of the 1980’s. She was 90 years old.

As most East Hampton residents know,
O'Neill was the widow of former Democratic
Governor William “Bill” O’Neill, who grew up
in East Hampton and began his political career
in town. Bill O’Neill moved to East Hampton as
a child, and after serving in the U.S. Air Force
during the Korean War, returned to his home-
town to run the family tavern. He began his
state-level political career as a state representa-
tive in 1967 and rose up in state politics from
there, serving first as lieutenant governor, and
then eventually as governor, beginning in 1980
and ending in 1991. Bill O’Neill died in 2007.

Nikki O’Neill was born Natalie Damon in
1936 in Leominster, Mass. A career educator, she
earned a bachelor’s degree at the University of
New Hampshire and later furthered her educa-
tion at several other graduate-level institutions.
She married Bill O’'Neill in 1962 and taught for
21 years in East Hampton Public Schools.

O’Neill was remembered fondly by many lo-
cals, including both Democrats and Republicans.

Melissa Engel, chair of the East Hampton Re-
publican Town Committee, said “the lake and our
community will be less interesting without her”

“Nikki was an interesting woman,” Engel said.
“She was politically savvy and motivated many
aspiring politicians — including myself. I was
honored to have her vote. Her advice was sound

and she shared it
freely no matter what
party you represented.
Right to the end, she
wanted to be kept up
to date on the issues.”

Engel said that
she would remem-
ber Nikki O’Neill as a
dedicated community
member who loved en-
gaging with the public.

“Nikkis home was
open to anyone,” said
Engel, “and she en-
joyed company as well
as a good poker game.
From her deck over-
hanging the lake she
would wave to boaters
or invite them to dock

the throne, so I lis-
tened to her as well”

He recalled the
O'Neills maintaining
local friendships even
during their time in
Hartford. In East
Hampton, “he was
still Billyy Markham
said, and the town was
“a retreat that they
could come home to”

In return, he said,
“there was a great sense
of pride” in a local guy
making it to the gover-
nor’s mansion.

“The people of
East Hampton had a
real admiration and
respect for Bill and

for a visit” Nikki,” he said, “and it
Town Coun- wasn’t a Democrat or
cil ~ Chair  Dean Republican thing”
Markham, a Demo- With that said,
crat who formerly & Markham noted that
served in the state Nim O’Neill Bill and Nikki had dif-

House of Represen-
tatives, echoed Engel’s sentiments about the
O’Neills’ support for local candidates. He said
they had supported him early on in his political
aspirations.

“I certainly considered Bill my political men-
tor, he said, “and Nikki was the power behind

ferent personalities.

“I kind of say it with a chuckle, but there
wasn't a parade that Bill didn’t want to march
in,” he said. On the other hand, while Nikki
O’Neill enjoyed her role as First Lady, Markham
said, and the chance it gave her to make a differ-
ence, “she didn’t march in parades”

Trestle Tree-Climbing in Marlborough

By Toriana Williams

Bright yellow and blue mats covered the
floor of the Marlborough Elementary School
gym. Orange bars stretched across the room
like bridges suspended over lava. Cargo nets
swayed between towering red frames. Students
balanced, climbed, crawled and swung while
the theme music from Pirates of the Caribbean
echoed throughout the gym.

At the center of it all was the school’s one-of-
a-kind Trestle Tree program.

To health and physical education teacher
Trafford Underwood, the climbing course is not
any ordinary obstacle course. It is a carefully de-
signed learning experience that teaches move-
ment, confidence, teamwork, creativity and
problem-solving.

“What I love most about it is that the students
who aren’t necessarily your typical phys ed stu-
dent - they have trouble with dribbling a basket-
ball, throwing a ball - they can find their niche
here,” Underwood said. “It’s truly individual in
nature, and that’s really what I'm trying to do as
a phys ed teacher, is just get students moving?”

The Trestle Tree, sometimes called “whittle

equipment,;” is made up of A-frames, ladders,
balance beams, cargo nets, rings, rope swings
and climbing elements connected throughout
the gym. According to Underwood, the equip-
ment is designed for “movement education” and
helps students build balance, muscular strength,
flexibility, endurance and safe climbing skills.

But after watching students move through the
course, it was obvious the lessons go far beyond
physical fitness. On this particular day, Under-
wood’s students were not simply climbing -
they were pirates.

Before students began to play, Underwood
explained the setup. “We are going to start Pi-
rates of the Caribbean, which is our theme game
that we'll play on the trestle tree,” he said. He
also reviewed safety rules, reminding students
how to fall correctly and to move in a way that
feels comfortable.

“If something feels too high, avoid it or stay
low;” he said. “If something feels too nerve
wracking to walk across, choose a different way
to go across”

The rules were strict, but the atmosphere was

incredibly energetic and playful.

Students climbed across narrow beams,
ducked under ladders, swung from ropes and
carefully stepped from platform to platform.
Some quickly scrambled across while others
took slower, more cautious steps.

Underwood then gathered the students again
to explain the pirate game.

“The big difference now is what happens
when you make a mistake,” he told them. “If
you touch down to the floor, you're overboard
the ship”

Students who fall have to sit and wait for help,
she noted. Other students can rescue them by
tossing life rings across the gym. “If you drop
the ring, you are still overboard, and that ring is
lost at sea,” Underwood explained.

The game transformed the gym into a giant
pirate ship where students had to work together
to survive.

“With the older grade levels, I introduce
the Kraken as well, which is our sea monster;’
Underwood said with a smile. “I try to think

See Tree-Climbing, page 24
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Democratic Town Committee chair and
longtime East Hampton educator Kevin Reich
said he remembered the first time he met Nikki
O’Neill. He was starting his first teaching job in
East Hampton, as a fourth grade teacher at Cen-
ter Elementary School, where O’Neill taught
fifth grade, and O’Neill was one of the first fel-
low teachers he met.

“I was very impressed with her style of teach-
ing and how she worked so well with the stu-
dents and wanted them to do the best they pos-
sibly could,” he said.

Reich also said he remembered her continu-
ing to teach, at least for a time, even after her
husband’s election as governor, leading to some
humorous situations.

“When her husband got elected, she still re-
mained teaching,” he said, “and even while she
was teaching, I fondly remember her having the
state policeman, who was there to guard her,
come into her classroom and help her with cor-
recting papers and reading to the children”

He continued, “The patrolman would come
in and hed be there helping her out in the class-
room. She said, ‘We might as well keep him
busy!”

Reich said that above all, he remembered
O'Neill as a loyal community member who
loved her town and supported her husband’s
political career wholeheartedly. He said she re-
mained involved in local politics her whole life.

“She always had a smile, was always willing to
greet people, and just loved living a life that one

See Nikki O’Neill, page 24
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— New Name. More to [ove.

As we grow to serve you better, we're excited to share
that we are changing our name!
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|
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_—an » Bob’s 45

SAME COMMITMENT. SAME CARE.
= BIGGER POSSIBILITIES. =

ME QUALITY YOU TRUST.

422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT
06226 860-423-3056

The Butchers at
Bob’s Sell

100% Pure Meat
No Additives

100%%
PURE BEEF
NO ADDITIVES

100% Pure
Beef No
Additives

May 22nd -28th

STORE HOURS.OPEN 7 Days A
Weelk From 8 AM - 8 PM

100% Pure
Pork No
Additives

Find Us On

Fresh
ALl Natural
Chicken
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Natural
No Additives

A
Facebook 3

BUY JUST LIKE A
RESTAURANT
CUT JUST FOR

All Sales Are

90% Ex-Lean _
Ground '

100% Pure Beel
No Additives
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9 To 10 Lb. Avg. Makes 36-40 Patties

Beef

Whole Angus
Rib Eyes

100% Pure Beef
Mo Additives_ e

sq88_

15 To 20 Lb. Avg. 15-18 1" Steaks

- We Will Custom Cut & Bulk Wrap All Primals

Whole Butt

Tenderloins

All Steak No
100% Pure Be
Additives

T2

4 - 6 Lb. Avg. 8-10 1-1.5" steaks

Help Save
Butcher
Quality

Unlike warehouse clubs or

Whan You Buy A Whole Primal
W Will Slice It Inta
Your Thickness, Your Way
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40 Lb Boneless

Chicken Breasts
Fresh Grade A

All Natural

Sold In 40 Lb Box{

Whole Bone-In

Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

4 b

Fresh Grade A All Natural

14 To 20 Lb Ave.

14 To 16 Lb. Avg. 18-22 1" Chops

Whole Genuine

Spareribs 4

100% Pure Pork =

No Additives s
r

Lb. 10 To 12 Lb Ave.
10 To 12 Lb. Avg. 2 Racks 13 Ribs

Whole Beef

Brisket o
100% Pure Beef =

P ¥
No Addlt:ve%

12- 18 Lb. Avg.

Up To 27 Meals
for a Family of Four

Bob's Super Bundle

$199.99

3 Lbs. Beef Chuck Pot Roast
100% Pure Beef No Additives

6 Lbs. 90% Ex-Lean Ground Beef
100% Pure Beef No Additives

4 Lbs. Beef Chuck London Broil

Whole Boneless

Pork Loins
100% Pure Pork
No Additives

Whole New York
Strips

100% Pure Beef,
No Addit e

127016 Lb. Avg. _12-16 1" Steaks 8 T0 10 Lb. Avg. 15 - 181" Chops

Whole Beef

Eye Rounds
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

6 To 8 Lb. Avg. Roast, Sandwich Steak

Fresh Pork

Shoulders
100% Pure Pork.
No Additives

9- 12 Lb. Avg.

Steak 100% Pure Beef No Additives
3 Lbs. Beef Chuck Stew Meat
__100% Pure Beef No Additives
4 Lbs. Country Style Pork Spareribs
100% Pure Pork No Additives
7 Lbs. Center Cut Pork Chops
. 100% Pure Pork No Additives
10 Lbs. Boneless Chicken Breast
___ 100% Fresh All Natural
10 Lbs. Bone-In Chicken Drumsticks
100% Fresh All Natural
10 Lbs. Bone-In Chicken Thighs
100% Fresh All Natural

2 Lbs. 2-1 Ib. Packages of Bacon

Please Order One Day Ahead
Available After 12:00 Noon

Whole Boneless

Chucks
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

Whole Boneless

Top Sirloins
100% Pure Beef
No Additives,

o i

14 To 19 Lb. Avg. 8 -10 1" Steaks

's598

25 Lb. Avg. Roast, Steaks & Stew

Whole Beef
Short Loins
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107

20 To 25 Lb. Avg.
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Whole Bone In
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14-18 1" Steaks
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N
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12- 16 Lb. Avg.

Whole Pork

Tenderloins
100% Pure Pork

Whole Beef
Sirloin Tips
100% Pure Beef
No Additives

Ssﬂﬂ

8 - 10 Lb. Avg. Roast & Stew

2-2.5Lb. Avg.

Whole Beef
Top Rounds

100% Pure Beef
No Additi

22 - 28 Lb. Avg. 10-14 Steaks + 2 Roasts

40 Lb Chicken
Drumsticks

Fresh Grade A
All Natural

50-80 Drumsticks Avg.

40 Lb Bone-In
Chicken Thighs
Fresh Grade A

All Natural

Sold In 40 Lb Box

$128

45 To 70 Thighs Avg.

Deutschmacher &

Jamestown
Bacon Kayem 2.5Lb
ALessert 2 Natural Casing
mounts For
Franks ek
gaaalb. Sold In 2.5 Lb Box >

313998

11b. Pkg

2.5 Ib. Pkg

40 Lb Boneless
Chicken Thighs

Fresh Grade A
All Natural 4
Sold In 40 Lb Box

$948

90 To 100 Thighs Avg.

40 Lb Party
Chicken Wings

Fresh Grade A
All Natural
Sold In 40 Lb Box

S

A Lot Of Wings

40 Lb Chicken
Leg Quarters

Fresh - All Natual
Sold In 40 Lb Box g&

78¢

45 To 60 Legs Avg.

ITEMS ON SALE.  Windham 022025 Page 1

BOB'S BUTCHER & BASKET 422 Windham Rd. RT 32 Willimantic, CT 06226 PHONE: 860-423-3056
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By Toriana Williams

Town officials presented on May 12 the revised
proposed town budget of $13,512,673 for the
2026-27 fiscal year according to the budget pro-
posal, a 4.8% increase over the current year. The
revised proposal came after voters rejected ear-
lier budgets and put town officials back to work.

The Andover Elementary School budget is
now a proposed $5,013,651, which is a 9.82%
increase over the current year compared to the
nearly 11% increase previously rejected.

The RHAM school district budget was also
revised after the referendum. The new budget
totaled $32.8 million, a modest 0.65% increase.
Andover’s share, just over $4 million, will de-
crease by $84,030 after RHAM officials discov-
ered an accounting error that resulted in the dis-
trict returning money to its three member towns.

The new proposed mill rate is 32.23, a 3.02%
increase.

The previous spending plan that was soundly
rejected at Andover’s first referendum was a
proposed $13.7 million overall operating bud-
get, a 6.1% increase over the current year. It
failed by a 451 to 331 vote. The previously re-
jected education budget was around $5.1 mil-
lion while RHAM’s was $33.16.

The referendum is scheduled for May 26 at
Town Hall from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Residents Debate School Budget

Board of Finance Chair Robert England, a
Democrat, said the revised proposal included
modest cuts and additional state aid. “The bud-
gets failed,” England said. “They felt the budgets
were too high?”

England explained that the BOF reduced
town operating costs by about $16,400 and cut
another $50,000 from the school budget before

using $100,000 from the town’s unassigned fund
balance to lower taxes.

Even with those reductions, tension filled
the room at AES as residents questioned rising
taxes, superintendent pay, school spending and
communication between town boards.

A recurring point of discussion centered on
Superintendent of Schools Valerie Bruneau and
an 11% salary increase included in the budget.
The increase would bring the salary for the part-
time position from $90,000 to $100,000.

Resident Georgette Conrad criticized the
raise and questioned whether it was appropriate
for a small town.

“I feel since the Board of Education gave her
that raise, they should find the difference in
their own budget instead of making the town
taxpayers pay for that raise,” Conrad said. “I'm
sure she’s worth it, but not in a small town like
Andover”

Bruneau quickly pushed back and said critics
were relying on inaccurate salary comparisons
generated by Al searches. “When you put that
into Al it doesn’t give you superintendent of
schools salaries by district,” Bruneau said. “It is
still the lowest salary in the state”

BOE Chair Caitlin Greenhouse defended the
raise and argued that the town needs competi-
tive salaries to attract qualified leaders.

“She’s phenomenal. She’s a great superinten-
dent,” Greenhouse said. “It’s also about our town
being competitive when and if we have to hire
another superintendent.”

Even so, many residents still struggled with
the size of the increase.

Resident Kathleen Barrett questioned wheth-
er most residents had ever received raises of that

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862.

Special Upcoming Events: Bring a Friend
Program: For May, bring a friend to your cur-
rent fitness or art class and they attend free. One
free pass per class type. Registration is required.
Call the center for more information.

Shopping Trips: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop
Manchester 5/26 and Willimantic 5/19. Trans-
portation is available.

Travel In Time Club: Friday, 5/22, 3 p.m.
Students and seniors will work on stories and
interviews. Call the center to join or for more
information.

Casino Trip: Friday, 5/29, 10 a.m. Hop on the
bus for a trip to Mohegan Sun. The bus will re-
turn at 3 p.m. Space is limited. To reserve a seat,
call 860-498-2326.

AARP Driver’s Safety Class: Saturday, 5/30,
9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at the center. Cost is $20 for

Committee Looks

to Fill Vacancies

The Andover Community Fund at the Great-
er Hartford Gives Foundation (formerly Hart-
ford Foundation for Public Giving) is accepting
applications to fill vacancies on its Community
Fund committee — and the deadline to apply is
June 1.

The Andover Community Fund Commit-
tee is responsible for selecting and distributing
funds awarded by Greater Hartford Gives to lo-
cal nonprofits to assist in projects that will help
enhance and benefit the residents of Andover.

For more information, email the committee
at andover@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

Congregational
Church News

Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-
cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT).
For more information, call the church office at
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9
a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring
your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes
to the church every other Wednesday from
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

AARP members, $25 for nonmembers. To reg-
ister, call the center or 860-647-9196. Comple-
tion may save you money on insurance premi-
ums.

The Summer Scoop! A Passport to Ice
Cream: Friday, 6/5, to Kloter Farms in Elling-
ton. Call the center to register and pick up your
passport.

Senior Garden Club: If you would like to
garden, call the center. Plants in the Senior Beds
are now in the ground. Weed, water, repeat until
harvest.

Senior Art Class with Kim (BAF): Thursday,
6/11, 10 a.m.-noon. Cost is $15. Focus — Water-
color Book student choice. This class is perfect
for all skill levels. Space is limited. Supplies are
provided. To register, call the center.

Afterschool

Pro&gram at Library
On Thursday, May 28, children are invited to
join Library Friend Ellen Repay for a Summer
Creatures-themed storytime and craft activity
at Andover Public Library.

This program will be held after school (3:10
p.m.). Call the library with any questions at 860-
742-7428.

[ H ”
The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
What Buyers Notice in the First 30 Seconds
When buyers walk into a home, it usually does not take long for them to form an opinion.
In many cases, the first 30 seconds set the tone for the entire showing. That first impression can influence
how buyers feel about the property, how they perceive value, and even how willing they are to make a

strong offer. So what are buyers actually noticing right away?
Cleanliness is one of the biggest factors.

Light and brightness matter as well.

Buyers also notice space — or at least how space feels.

Condition stands out quickly.

ly, whether from pets, smoke, cooking, or moisture issues.

property.

A clean home immediately feels more cared for and move-in ready. Dust, odors, clutter, overflowing coun-
tertops, or visible maintenance issues can create negative impressions almost instantly.

Dark rooms or closed-off spaces tend to feel smaller and less inviting. Opening blinds, turning on lights,
and creating a brighter atmosphere can dramatically change how a home feels when buyers first enter.

Furniture placement, clutter, and layout all affect perception. Overcrowded rooms can make homes feel
smaller than they actually are, while open sightlines often make spaces feel larger and more functional.

Peeling paint, worn flooring, outdated fixtures, or deferred maintenance are often noticed immediately.
Buyers may start mentally calculating future costs the moment they walk through the door.
Smell is another major factor. Homeowners often become accustomed to odors that buyers notice instant-

And finally, buyers notice emotion. A home that feels warm, bright, clean, and well cared for tends to
create a stronger emotional connection. That emotional response often impacts how buyers value the

The reality is that buyers begin forming opinions before they ever reach the kitchen or bedrooms.
For homeowners preparing to sell, the goal is not perfection — it is creating a strong first impression that
encourages buyers to feel comfortable, confident, and excited about the home.

size. “When was the last time we had an 11%
raise in our salary?” Barrett asked. Speaking as a
former school counselor and professor, Barrett
then said she worried about shrinking enroll-
ment, classroom sizes and growing division in
town.

“I hate the division that this has created in our
town,” Barrett said. “I hate the attitude that all of
us who are elders who might voice opposition

.. are enemies.

The room remained tense as residents de-
bated special education services and the role of
the school psychologist position included in the
budget.

Resident Michelle Lorentz passionately de-
fended the need for special education services.

“Special education is not a joke, “ Lorentz
said. “You are denying not only the children in
this town, you are denying my children the right
to an equal and equitable education”

The discussion later shifted to broader frustra-
tions between town officials and school leaders.

First Selectman Jeff Maguire, a Democrat,
openly criticized how the budgeting process in
his opinion has been handled in recent years.

“I have never had anyone come to me and
give me a budget that I just passed through,
Maguire said. “The Board of Finance has sat
there and taken what the school has asked for
and sat there and passed it right through.”

BOF member William Desrosiers, a Republi-

Andover Speaks at Town Budget Meeting

can, immediately rejected that accusation.

“We labor for hours trying to make sure we
understand every single thing in that budget,” he
said sharply. “We never pass anything through”

Resident Ashley Johnson, who recently
moved from Texas to Andover, reminded every-
one that nearly every person in the room cared
about both the town and its schools. “We're all
on the same side,” Johnson said. “We’re all just
trying to figure this out together”

BOE member Gerard Cremé, a Democrat,
said he understood concerns from residents on
fixed incomes because he shares them himself.
“I am a senior citizen on a fixed income,” Creme
said. “But that’s okay.”

He then strongly defended Bruneau’s lead-
ership. “She was the best decision I think I've
made in my 71 years of living,” he said. “She’s
done an outstanding job”

Toward the end of the meeting, residents and
officials continued to debate over how school
grants, capital expenses and state funding
should be presented in future budgets. Several
speakers called for better documentation and
more collaboration between boards to avoid
confusion and mistrust.

Resident Bob Hamburger urged officials to
create clearer records supporting budget deci-
sions. “We can post it on our website,” he said.
“I think it would cut down tremendously on the
amount of friction that we see back and forth”

Caregivers Support Group to Meet

The Andover Caregivers Support Group will
meet Thursday, May 28, at 7 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Public Library on Route 6. The meeting will
run for one hour.

The public is invited to attend and hear from
our guest speaker, Sarah Elliott-Caratasios -
author, social worker, and Senior Services Ad-
ministrator/Municipal Agent for the Town of
Portland.

Elliott-Caratasios’ personal journey caring
for her parents and in-laws while raising her
four children inspired her book, When Love Be-
comes Care: Real Talk for the Sandwich Genera-
tion. Her work explores the emotional, physical,
and spiritual realities of caregiving, especially
for those balancing the needs of aging parents
and growing children.

When life asks you to care for everyone else,

PIANO
TUNER

£4” Tuning,
-“" Repairs &
' Cleaning
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Contact
TED WILLIAMS
Certified by
Hartt School of Music

(860) 228-0309

www.ConnecticutPiano Tuning.com
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Single-Family Homes
« 7 homes sold
o Average sale price: $639,500
« Average sale-to-list ratio: 108%
o Average days on market: 6 days
» Median days on market: 3 days

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

« 1 sold at an average of $445,000
« Sale-to-list ratio: 99%
« Days on market: 8 days

Results vary by price point,
condition, and pricing strategy.

market ry

Condos
an th

arly.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com

RE5-22-26
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who takes care of the caregiver?

Elliott-Caratasios’ memoir and guidebook
offer insight, honesty, and support for anyone
navigating the challenges of being a caregiver.

The meeting will conclude with its usual
“Show and Tell” segment, where participants are
encouraged to share handy tips, tools, or gad-
gets that assist in caregiving.

This support group is meant for individuals
who are navigating the challenges, stresses, and
rewards of caring for loved ones. Whether you
have recently stepped into the role of caregiver
or have been providing care for years, this group
aims to foster a sense of community, reassur-
ance, and encouragement.

For more information, call co-host Dianne
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at
860-916-6122.

For Serious Traders

STOP
CHASING.
START
SEEING.

as it mon

Founding members can lock in
early access startlng at $49/month.

v to join the
J'.- ~

WWW.VEROCHART.COM
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Page 4
From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

I freely admit that, until I began working
here, I had never heard of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps, or CCC. But then I learned
about it and - wow, what a story.

The CCC began March 31, 1933 under
President Franklin D. Roosevelts “New Deal”
to relieve the poverty and unemployment of
the Great Depression. The U.S. Army super-
vised the camps, which had approximately
200 men each.

Single and unemployed men age 18-
25 (with fathers on relief) enrolled for six
months and worked a 40-hour week for $30
per month. The government sent $25 of that
each month home to their parents and the
men had $5 per month of spending money.
Enrollees received food, uniforms, shelter and
medical care all for free, however.

Now, $30 per month might not seem like
much. But in today’s dollars that computes
to $768 per month...... which, ok, still isn’t
much. But for families stuck in the throes of
the Depression, wondering when or even if
they’ll have food again, it was a tremendous
lifeline.

For that money, CCC workers built trails,
roads, campsites and dams; stocked fish; built
and maintained fire tower observer’s cabins
and telephone lines; fought fires; and planted
millions of trees.

Okay, so why am I telling you all this? Be-

cause in the first year of the camps, there were
13 located in Connecticut — and one of them
was in Cobalt. In subsequent years, additional
camps were added in East Hampton and Port-
land.

The CCC ultimately disbanded in 1942,
due to the need for men in World War II - but
it was never forgotten.

Next Monday, May 25, a reunion of CCC
alumni, family and friends will meet at 1 p.m.
at the Historical Museum of the CCC, located
at 166 Chestnut Hill Rd. (Route 190) in Staf-
ford Springs.

The reunion will celebrate the 93rd anni-
versary of the founding of the Civilian Con-
servation Corps (CCC) by sharing their sto-
ries, pictures and memorabilia of the CCC
camps.

At the reunion, East Hampton resident
Marty Podskoch, author of Connecticut Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps Camps: Its History,
Memories and Legacy of the CCC, will give a
brief history of the CCC camps in Connecti-
cut. Then CCC alumni, family and friends
will share their stories of their CCC camps,
both in Connecticut as well as other states.
Families will receive a copy of Podskoch’s
Connecticut or Rhode Island CCC book.

All who are interested in the CCC are wel-
come to attend. Refreshments will be served.

Editor’s Desk continued on page 9
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Riding in Style... On Monday morning, Colchester Fire & EMS brought Jack
Jackter Intermediate School’s fire prevention poster winners to school! Chief Steven
Hoffmann and Lt. Blake Baillargeon escorted fourth-grader Landon Johnson and
fifth-grader Aubrey Gwiazdowski to JJIS aboard Truck 128. Landon is a student
in Meghan Flynn’s class, and Aubrey is a student in Vincent Federici’s class. They
were the two New London County Fire Prevention Poster Contest winners from
JJIS. This annual contest is made possible with the guidance of Assistant Chief/Fire

Bulletin Board

My wife came home the other afternoon to find me scrolling industriously through my
computer.

“What’s up?” she said.

“Im trying to figure something out, but it’s confidential,” I said.

She raised an eyebrow.

““Okay;” I confessed. “I thinking of starting my own nonprofit”

“Nonprofit what?”

“That’s what I'm trying to figure out”

“You don’t know?”

“No”

She waited.

“Okay, it’s got to be something that makes a lot of money”

“That’s doesn’t sound like it would be nonprofit”

“It will be after I take my salary”

“Oh;” she said, clearly disapproving. “And here I thought nonprofits were intended to invest
most of their money to helping people. You know, to further their charitable mission.”

“That’s what they say, anyway.”

“That’s awfully cynical”

“This may come as a surprise to you, but apparently nonprofits can be highly lucrative if you
know how to play the game.”

“I really don't like the sound of this at all”

“We're talking big money here. Just a month or so ago I was reading in the newspaper how
these nonprofits in Hartford got millions of dollars in state funds. Millions!”

“So?”

“So, it looks like when they got done paying their administrators, there wasn’t anything left
for services. Or else the services were basically bogus. And that doesn’t include a $350,000
wire transfer that just disappeared into thin air. Anyway, they got all this money and there’s
nothing to show for it. Unless somebody got a house out of the deal, or a trip to Hawaii or
something. I mean, who knows?”

“That’s terrible”

“Terrible? It’s brilliant”

“Yeah, if you're a dirtbag with no morals. You're not a dirtbag with no morals, are you?”

“I prefer to think of myself as an entrepreneur with a passing interest in public service;” I
said stiffly.

“Isn’t anybody going to do anything about this?”

“Oh sure. Our state legislators are outraged. The same guys who handed out all this money
are now falling all over each other, saying the system has to be fixed”

“But that’s a good thing”

. “It’s theater. I mean, who’s the real problem here? Somebody had to put these organiza-
tions into the budget. Now, suddenly, nobody seems to know anything about it. Believe me,
nobody’s lining up to say they put some group like Jeep Enthusiasts of America up for a bunch
of money. Gee, how did that get in there? Nobody has the foggiest idea. The crickets are deaf-
ening”

“Oh”

“These legislators are saying they didn’t even know what many of these nonprofits did or
anything about them. Some of them weren't even registered with the state, according to the
newspaper.’

“At least they admit it. The legislators, I mean.”

“My guess is they think pretending they’re stupid is preferable to considered corrupt.”

“You know;” she said. “There are a lot of nonprofits out there that do a tremendous job with
dedicated underpaid staffs. They actually save the state money. Just because somebody might
be corrupt or took advantage doesn’t make all the others corrupt, too. Or ineffective. Don’t go
tarring everybody with the same brush.”

“Yeah, yeah, yeah,” I said, turning back to my computer.

“I'm serious”

“Maybe I should do something that deals with children,” I mused. “Or puppies”

“How about political reform?”

“Yeah, right. ’'m not going to attempt the impossible. How about a nonprofit that tries to
teach fish how to read?”

Jim Hallas

Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,
located at 87 Nutmeg Lane, Glastonbury, are open Monday through
Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. The Rivereast can be reached any time via
email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.

Marshal Sean Shoemaker and local teachers.
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Deadline Still Tuesda

The Rivereast offices will be closed next
Monday, May 25, for Memorial Day. How-
ever, the news copy deadline for next week’s
issue, dated May 29, will remain noon on
Tuesday, May 26. All letters to the editor,
press releases, event listings, etc., must be
submitted by this time.

No exceptions will be made.

Support Progress
To the Editor:

As we approach the referendum date of June
2, please look to the past and see that the pro-
posed budgets and parking lot reconstruction,
will keep East Hampton moving forward into
the future. We will be keeping all funding for
current programs and projects for both the
town and BOE.

This was no small task, but with proper plan-
ning, major CIP improvements will be able to
be accomplished in conjunction with scheduled
paving to save money in the future, the recon-
struction of the middle school parking lot. The
TC, BOF and BOE have brought forward re-
sponsible budgets that will move East Hampton
in the right direction for continued success. I
urge you to vote ‘yes' on the three questions, at
the Town Hall on June 2.

Rick Wanat - East Hampton

Flower Sale Thank You
To the Editor:

Boy Scout Troop 72 would like to thank all
the wonderful people who purchased Mothers
Day flowers during our very rainy Mother’s Day
flower sale. All the scouts and parents who par-
ticipated were pleased to see how much support
the community provides to Troop 72.

Each year we see many returning custom-
ers and are pleased by the comments we hear
regarding the quality of the flowers. For those
people who have asked, flowers are locally
grown in Lebanon by Jeff Drucker of Caldru
Growers and Kristen'’s Country Greenhouses,
Sisson Road, Lebanon. The means your pur-
chases also support local agriculture.

We often get visits from past troop members and
are happy to hear how they have grown into new
careers and about new families and adventures.

All proceeds that were earned will go to sup-
port scout camping and youth training activities
for the coming year. Troop 72 has been serving
Colchester since 1939.

If you have a scout-aged youth, girl or boy
(11-17), who would benefit by joining our
Troop outdoor camping high adventure trips
and community service programs, please visit
Troop 72 Monday nights. We meet Mondays at
6 PM at the Colchester Federated Church in the
down stairs stage room.

Thank you for your support, now and in the
future.

Al Letendre, Troop 72 - Colchester
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Did You Know?
To the Editor:

Did you know that it costs $110,003.39 per
day to fund the Board of Education? This calcu-
lation is based on their proposed 2027 budget of
$40,151,328 and 365 days per year. Or another
way of looking at it is, $40,151,328 divided by 180
school days is a mere $223,062.93 per day! Yikes!

Think about it. Then decide.

Sincerely,
Alison Walck - East Hampton

Note: Walck is a member of the East Hampton

Board of Finance.

Memorial Day
To the Editor:

Memorial Day is the day Americans set aside
to honor those brave men and women who met
tragic ends during times of war. We must use
this day to honor their sacrifices, to pray for
their families, and to bow our heads in recogni-
tion of their service. We must never forget. You
have seen their faces, heard their names, and
maybe even heard their voices — those who gave
the ultimate sacrifice during all wars.

This Memorial Day, American Legion Aux-
iliary Unit 95 members would like to invite
Hebron residents to join us in remembrance of
our nation’s fallen heroes. The American Legion
Auxiliary (ALA) is the world’s largest women’s
patriotic service organization, with nearly
800,000 members and 9,000 units in commu-
nities across the nation. the American Legion
Auxiliary serves nearly 1 million veterans every
year right here in Hebron we continue to help
mitigate the challenges our veterans face and
deliver upon our mission by organizing mul-
tiple events throughout the year to support vet-
erans and their families in civilian life. I invite
you to pause today to remember those who have
fought for our freedom.

American Legion Auxiliary members have
dedicated themselves for nearly a century to
meeting the needs of our nation’s veterans, mili-
tary and their families both here and abroad.
They volunteer millions of hours yearly, with a
value of nearly $2 billion. As part of the world’s
largest women’s patriotic service organization,
Auxiliary volunteers across the country also
step up to honor veterans and military through
annual scholarships and with ALA Girls State
programs, teaching high school juniors to be
leaders grounded in patriotism and American-
ism. To learn more about the Auxiliary’s mis-
sion or to volunteer, donate or join, visit www.
ALAforVeterans.org.

Darlene Opcensky, President
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 95

Hebron, It Is One Scoop
To the Editor:

It is time to pass the Town of Hebron budget
referendum on Tuesday May 26. The Council
and the Board of Education have been respon-
sive to the first vote and have cut budgets. In
my opinion, the Board of Education has been
forced to cut too much. However, I urge my fel-
low residents to pass this budget. The estimated
tax increase is less than the cost of a single scoop
of ice cream per household per week - surely
our town is worth that.

Let us now move forward together. Please
join me next Tuesday and vote ‘yes’

Yours faithfully,
David Rose - Hebron

Note: Rose is chair of the Hebron Board of As-

sessment Appeals but is writing as an individual.

Celebrate Patriotic

Conservatism
To the Editor:

Please join the Hebron Republican Town
Committee on Wednesday, May 27, from 6-8
p.m., at Blackledge River Tavern in Hebron.
Your November Republican candidates will be
in attendance to share their thoughts, experi-
ence, and mission. This all-star lineup includes
Ryan Fazio, Jason Guidone, George Austin,
Matt Corey, John Bolton, and Peter Lumaj, with
Michael Meadows as the Master of Ceremonies.
We welcome conversations, new viewpoints,
and solution mindedness. Join us to be civically
engaged in the community you live in and love.
Democracy thrives on dialogue and the ex-
change of ideas strengthens democracy.

Delicious hors doeuvres will be served and a
cash bar is available. Advance individual tickets
are $30 individual and couples are $50. Or pur-
chase at the door for individuals at $40 and cou-
ples for $60. Students are free, but should RSVP
at hebronrepublicans@gmail.com. Use the link
to make a “donation” for tickets (www.hebron-
republicans.org). We look forward to conversa-
tions with you. This fundraiser is approved and
paid for by the Hebron Republicans.

Kim Hills, Vice Chair
Hebron Republican Town Committee

Water Safety Tips
To the Editor:

The official start of summer is nearly here,
and many boaters are preparing for a season of
recreation and relaxation. The following are 10
safety tips to ensure a fun-filled boating season
on the water.

« Obtain the current weather forecasts and
water conditions.

o Familiarize yourself with the intended body
of water, including known dangers.

o Tell someone where you are going and
when you expect to return.

« Ensure each person wears a properly fitted
PED that is in good condition.

o Check your boat, trailer, and bilge for un-
wanted invasive plants.

» Have at least one fully-charged, properly
rated fire extinguisher on board.

o Carry several communication devices in-
cluding phones, radios, horns, flares, flags, etc.

 Conduct a pre-departure run-through to
confirm all equipment is in working order.

o Operate at safe speeds, and obey all laws
and signage.

Dan Dupre
Marlborough Lake Advisory Commission

Change to Marching Sequence
To the Editor:

Greetings, Hebron Memorial Day partici-
pants. Please note a change to the marching
sequence. This Memorial Day, the RHAM High
School band has been requested to immediately
follow the last military personnel and/or vehi-
cle. The band will be setting up on the driveway
directly across from the ball field to the build-
ing. All other marchers set up as in the past
(parallel to the tennis courts).

As parade monitor, great thanks for self-
aligning without any incident. Please note this
is a tribute to all military members who made
the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.

Be well, stay safe! God bless the USA.

R. A. “Bob” Mangillo - Hebron

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE

Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,
Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Bruce E. Newman

Sean M. Peoples

John D. Maxwell

l':pS UGDNN,,

Proud Full-Service Law Partner of UConn Athletics

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com
2252 Main Street, Glastonbury « 42 High Street, East Hampton

Erik Scalzi

Stephan P. Sobin

RE4-17-26

Memorial Day Flags
To the Editor:

St. Patrick Church Guild in East Hampton has
placed American flags at the gravesites of vet-
erans buried in St. Patrick Cemetery. This Me-
morial Day we remember the men and women
who have served our country by defending and
preserving our freedoms.

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped
with this project.

St. Patrick Church Guild
East Hampton

School Budget Debate
To the Editor:

As our town once again debates the school
budget, it's important to remember that ques-
tioning spending is not the same as questioning
our commitment to children. There’s an old say-
ing: “People who live in glass houses shouldn’t
throw stones.” I think of this often when resi-
dents accuse others of “attacking education”
simply because they ask for fiscal responsibility.
Wanting accountability is not an attack — it’s
common sense.

Many longtime residents grew up budget-
ing out of necessity. Choosing between steak
and chicken wasn’t a philosophical exercise; it
was daily life. They learned to live within their
means without blaming their neighbors for the
limits of their own budgets. Today, some who
haven’t had to make those same hard choices
may feel personally targeted when asked to cut
back. But this isn't personal. It's responsible
stewardship of our shared resources.

In the last referendum, Andover voters
turned out in record numbers and clearly chose
to reduce the budget. That vote was a message
— one our elected boards should have taken se-
riously. In fact, the Board of Finance had previ-
ously agreed that the Board of Education should
bring its budget down to a 7.5% increase, and
they even voted to request that reduction. But
the Board of Education chair rejected that di-
rective outright of her own accord. Instead of
standing firm on behalf of taxpayers, the Board
of Finance acquiesced and accepted the higher
number anyway. This is not the accountability
residents were promised.

On top of that, the Board of Finance has now
returned with essentially the same budget vot-
ers already rejected, using supplemental aid
and refunds from past over payments to make
the increase appear smaller. Residents deserve
transparency, not accounting maneuvers.

Overspending today limits our ability to in-
vest in the future. As someone serving on the
Economic Development Committee, I hear
constantly that there are not enough funds to
support the projects that would grow our tax
base and reduce the burden on residents. These
are opportunities we cannot afford to miss.

On Tuesday, May 26, your vote is needed to
remind our boards that fiscal responsibility,
honest budgeting, and respect for the will of the
voters matter. I also encourage you to attend up-
coming meetings and make your voice heard.

Together, we can protect Andover’s long-term
financial health and ensure a stronger future for
our town.

Marcie Miner - Andover

Note: Miner is a member of the Andover Board
of Education but said she is speaking as a tax-

payer.

The Math Mr. Hintz

Doesn’t Want to Do
To the Editor:

Ted Hintz is a CPA. He should understand
numbers — which is precisely what makes his
letters so troubling. He squeezes complex, man-
dated public finance systems into a household
budgeting analogy that collapses the moment
anyone applies real math. A household can skip
a vacation. A school district cannot skip feder-
ally mandated services, state-required transpor-
tation, or contractually obligated salaries.

Since Mr. Hintz prefers household analogies,
lets use an honest one. Responsible families
— including the many who chose East Hamp-
ton for its fiscal conservatism and community
values — know that when expenses rise and
income falls short, you don’t pretend the gap
doesn’t exist. You find new revenue. You don’t
redefine shortfalls around necessities as sound
management and move on. And if families in
this town are genuinely struggling with necessi-

See Letters, page 6

Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

State Project No. 0172-0529
Removal of Retaining Wall No. RW-108-012-001 in Plainfield
Replacement of Retaining Wall No. RW-112-017-001 in Portland
Removal of Retaining Wall No. RW-163-203-001 in Windham

Wednesday, May 27, 2026, 6:30 p.m.

Register and Learn More: portal.ct.gov/DOTProject0172-0529

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn

about the proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments

concerning the proposed improvements. A Question and Answer (Q&A) session will
immediately follow the presentation.

The purpose of the project is to address the deficiencies of the three retaining walls and to
accommodate safe travel for all roadway users.

Right-of-way impacts are expected to include slope easements, partial acquisitions, and
temporary construction easements.

Construction is expected to start spring 2028, depending on funding, right-of-way acqui-
sition, and permits. The estimated cost is $4 million, with 100 percent State funds.

The public can submit comments and questions during two-week public comment period
following meeting. Direct comments and questions by Wednesday, June 10, 2026, to
DOTProject0172-0529@ct.gov, (860) 594-2020, or Francisco Fadul at
Francisco.Fadul@ct.gov or (860) 594-2078. Please reference the respective town
and Project No. 0172-0529 in the email or voicemail.

ACCESSIBILITY

Non-English language closed captioning will be available on Zoom. The recording will
also be posted following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at
portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.

For limited internet access, call (877) 853-5257 with Meeting ID 845 7681 6802. Project
information can be mailed within one week by contacting Francisco Fadul at
Francisco.Fadul@ct.gov or (860) 594-2078.

For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS).
Request language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance at (860) 594-2109 at

least five business days before meeting.

RE5-15-26
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

ties, that is not an argument for doing less — it
is precisely the reason to grow the town’s rev-
enue base so the burden on those families de-
creases. That is responsibility.

His claim that “a smaller increase is not a
cut” only holds if you ignore inflation, insur-
ance hikes, special education obligations, and
negotiated salaries. In the real world, a budget
that fails to keep pace with required costs is a
reduction in operational capacity. A CPA who
advised clients to ignore rising costs when eval-
uating financial health would be committing
malpractice.

Mr. Hintz advocates development restric-
tions so severe they erode the tax base, then he’ll
watch his base be surprised when the math stops
working. Campaigning on lower taxes while ac-
tively blocking the tools that make lower taxes
possible is not conservatism — it is a contradic-
tion that delivers nothing for taxpayers except
decline dressed up as discipline.

Rather than address a single cost driver, he
accuses the Board of Education of “fear-based
messaging” That is tone-policing, not gover-
nance. Translating budget arithmetic into real
consequences for families is called transpar-
ency. Pretending a flat budget is compliance on
every consideration a school must have is mis-
leading.

Words matter, as Mr. Hintz himself says. The
word for a budget that cannot meet mandated
expenses is cut. The word for blocking revenue
solutions is stagnation. The word for redefining
problems instead of solving them is failure.

East Hampton deserves leaders with solu-
tions. Every resident — in and out of those
classrooms — will eventually feel the difference
between leadership that acts and leadership that
only objects.

Joan N. Scott — East Hampton

Plant Sale Thank You
To the Editor:

It was a perfect sunny day for shoppers to
come out for our Garden Clubs Plant Sale on
Saturday, May 16. We are truly grateful for ev-
eryone who supported our annual plant sale and
helped to make it a wonderful success! Thanks
to your generous purchases, our garden clubs
can continue to grow and support community
gardening projects, educational programs, and
beautification efforts.

We would like to give special thanks to: the
clubs members who gave their time and energy
to make this a profitable fundraiser, the non-

club members who donated plants, the teen
helpers Emma and Erin for their helpfulness at
the sale, the Rivereast for helping us publicize
the event, and the Town of Portland for the use
of the Town Green.

Leftover plants from the sale were donated to
the Brownstone Quorum for the further beauti-
fication of the Riverfront Park.

With sincere gratitude and great thanks,
Sue Anderson, President of

The Portland Garden Club

Diane Bascom, President of

The Portland River Valley Garden Club

Hebron - Vote ‘Yes’

Dear Hebron Residents:

The budget process is sometimes a long road
to travel. The town presented an original mill
rate increase of 1.94 mills. And we heard, loud
and clear, that it was too high for many of you.
That’s okay — sometimes, we don’t always get
it right on the first try. I appreciate the infor-
mation provided in the advisory questions as
well, as that helped guide the decision-making
process of the Town Council and the Board of
Finance.

It’s a time of empathy and there’s enough to go
around. There are so many of us struggling with
high energy costs, gas prices, and grocery costs
brought about by an anemic national economy.
I hear all of you, and I am also impacted by it.
The Board of Finance took a direct approach in
addressing this by making a $200,000 cut to the
Town budget and a $300,000 cut to the Hebron
Board of Education budget.

Those cuts, however, come with difficult de-
cisions. And we need empathy for those too.
As T headed into the Hebron Board of Educa-
tion’s meeting on Thursday, May 14th, I turned
the corner and saw teachers struggling with the
repercussions of administrative restructuring. I
took a moment to comfort them. These are real
people impacted by the reality of budget cuts,
and they deserve our empathy too.

Iwasalso pleasantly surprised that the RHAM
Board of Education made significant adjust-
ments in their budget as well, coming in now
at a 0.65% increase. Concerns may linger over
the developments of the budget season, which
is understandable; however, I am confident that
new board members are up for the task of en-
suring greater transparency and accountability.
It is a budget I will support.

As it stands now, the new budget increase is
at .46 mills. I supported our first budget, and I
am supporting this one as well. It’s a budget that

preserves services for our town and students as
best as it can and incorporates the approximate-
ly $267,000 in additional state funding to offset
the mill rate. Any further cuts will go deeper.
As a resident, I don’t want to see that for our
students or residents, and I hope you'll join me
in saying you don’t want that either. Vote ‘yes’
on May 26th.
Sincerely,
Tiffany V. Thiele - Hebron
Note: Thiele is the chairwoman of the Hebron
Town Council but said she is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Do Your Job
To the Editor:

Info that the BOE/Board of Selectmen failed
to use knowing of a possible $5 million “misap-
propriation”:

The BOE can fire a superintendent of schools
who is under contract for mismanagement of
health funds, but it generally requires termina-
tion “for cause.” Such action is deemed a breach
of fiduciary duty and contract obligations.
While superintendents are protected by con-
tracts, these agreements almost always contain
clauses allowing for termination if the employee
is found incompetent, negligent, or involved in
financial misconduct.

Thus we need to see his contract!!

Furthermore, Dennler last Wednesday claim-
ing all his knowledge of a year ago; why not step
up and do your job? He clearly stated funds
seemed to be mismanaged soooooo..... why did
he not recommend termination instead of con-
tractual extension?

When the mismanagement of health funds
likely falls under several common “for cause”
termination clauses:

*Neglect of Duties: Failure to properly over-
see the district’s financial health.

*Incompetence or Inefficiency: Mismanaging
funds in a way that violates professional stan-
dards.

*Conduct Unbecoming/Immorality: Viola-
tion of public trust through unethical handling
of funds.

*Breach of Contract: Specifically violating fi-
duciary duties to properly administer employee
benefit plans.

Sullivan’s $5 million shortfall has to fall under
at least one of these!

An awful lot of people are either hiding some-
thing, lying, or flat out are not doing their jobs
in the best interest of us the taxpayers!

Joseph Fraulino - Colchester
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‘Yes’ for Students
To the Editor:

I encourage all East Hampton residents to
join me in voting ‘yes on the budget referen-
dum on June 2. For me, it’s a simple decision.
We have an excellent education system in this
town, and I'd like to see it continue that way.

We have great educators in our schools. They
are the most important resource we can invest
in to ensure that our students succeed. As a
community, I believe it is our responsibility to
produce learners who are well-rounded, ready
for the challenges of today and the future, and
eager to make their way in the world.

The proposed education budget is a modest
increase over last year, but when considering
inflation, rising costs of products and services,
and the expense of special education, it'’s not
that hard of a decision. I trust our educators to
make the most of the resources the town pro-
vides. I also know that it costs more now for the
same services than it did last year, and I'm not
going to vote against education as a result.

East Hampton residents, I look forward to
seeing you at the polls on June 2. Let’s pass this
budget on the first try.

Sincerely,
Terry Latimer - East Hampton

Note: Latimer is a member of the East Hamp-
ton Democratic Town Committee, but is speaking
as an individual.

Stop Sewer Expansion
To My East Hampton Neighbors:

When faced with a challenge, too much time
is spent worrying about it. It is now time to get
started to try and solve it. Help stop Sewer Ex-
pansion. The POCD Visioning Session is sched-
uled for June 10, just three weeks away. This is
the time and place to state your opinion.

We are not alone, we are in this together, we
are the cavalry, The combined opposition from
us, can create a moment. Democracy requires
participation. The WPCA could not control it-
self. We the people must place the guardrails in
place. This is a marathon; it is not over.

The “Future Use Land Plan” must have sewer
avoidance locked in.

We elected representatives to do a job; it’s
time to stop tolerating poor performance.

Living through the WPCA crisis is remark-
ability easy to ignore, hoping it will go away, not
believing what was being proposed.

Know that we are the cavalry. Please get in-
volved. Stay informed. Bring others along.

Douglas Mackeown - East Hampton

Support East Hampton

Budgets
To the Editor:

East Hampton is highly variable when it
comes to wealth disparity. While we have many
residents living comfortably, we also have pock-
ets of poverty and families who are living pay-
check to paycheck.

Regardless of circumstances, the proposed
East Hampton budgets for operations and ed-
ucation are responsible plans that support the
needs of the town. With modest increases, they
accomplish the services that our residents de-
serve without gauging taxpayers.

On the education side, leveling the playing
field between the haves and have-nots is one of
the most important purposes of public schools.
Everyone attending our schools should be af-
forded pathways to success, regardless of per-
sonal finances.

Our education system is a bargain. We have
extraordinary teachers who see the best in each
child, and that should be celebrated. Yet every
year, we tell them to do more with less. When
we make things more difficult through higher
class sizes, overcrowded schedules, and lack of
programming, we sell short the people who are
making the difference and the students who
need them.

As for the town, public services like reliable
safety and improved infrastructure serve every-
one in East Hampton. A successful community
requires investment and a willingness to push
through the status quo to make things better.

There are factors that are outside of our con-
trol that are generating concern through the
community. I understand that. It's a revalua-
tion year and that is going to impact the bottom
line. Inflation is out of control and the cost of
everything is up. It’s forcing tough decisions in
personal budgets as well as public spending, and
everyone feels it.

But these spending plans are responsible,
fairly fund the priorities within our control, and
support the needs of East Hampton. Please join
me in voting ‘yes’ on June 2.

Sincerely,
Joelyn Leon - East Hampton

Note: Leon is a member of the East Hampton

Town Council, but she is writing as an individual.
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Andover Budget Vote
Fellow Andover Residents, and Common-Sense
Thinkers:

Who does the Andover Board of Finance ac-
tually serve? Is it Andover as a whole, or some-
thing/someone completely different? I urge you
to start paying attention!

These days it seems that the Board of Finance
only serves the superintendent, the Board of
Education, and no one else.. let’s break it down
a bit.

At our Board of Finance (BOF) meeting early
in the budget process, the BOF seemed to agree
that AES’ 11% budget increase would not pass
the town’s scrutiny; so they voted and agreed to
ask the BOE to lower their increase to 7.5%. So
what happened to that?

After a firm ‘no, and year after year of failed
budget referendums, while stripping more ser-
vices from the town budget...year after year, the
BOF voted to lower the AES budget just one
whole percent. Isn't that a huge slap in the face
to all of us in Andover? Wouldn't you agree?

Seems like the BOF’s loyalties lie not with the
taxpayers of Andover, but rather with the AES
administration!

I'll be voting ‘no’ to the AES budget, Tuesday,
May 26th. It's time to save Andover!

Warm regards and God bless Americal!

Andrew Halidis - Andover

Why I Am Voting ‘Yes’
To the Editor:

As akid, I went to my local public schools. We
had art and music and Spanish. We had sports.
We had a library, not huge but well stocked, and
a great librarian. We had competent and caring
teachers. Taxpayers funded my school.

When my kids were growing up, their schools
provided new opportunities with technology
and after school clubs, as well as all the above.
Taxpayers funded their schools.

Now it is time to step up and fund good edu-
cation for our current generation. It is called
paying it forward. You and I benefitted in the
past from folks who paid their taxes and made
sure our schools could provide us with a good
rounded education including culture, the arts
and physical activity. Now it is our turn.

So let’s pass this budget. The increase to each
of us individually is minor but the benefit to
our youth is long term. Great schools mean a
strong housing market. They attract people to
move here and pay their taxes which lessens the
impact on the rest of us.

Every time we have to hold another referen-
dum, it costs the town, that means you and me,
another $5,000. Let’s get this done.

Mary J. Rose - Hebron

Note: Rose is a member of the Hebron Demo-
cratic Town Committee, but is writing as an in-

dividual.

A Worthy Investment
To the Editor:

The East Hampton budget referendum is set
for June 2, and just like every year prior, the
voices are getting loud on both sides trying to
persuade you to vote yes or no. I have been a
resident of this town for decades, and it’s the
same pattern every time. Unfortunately, it feels
now like it’s harder for the two sides to reconcile
once the referendum concludes.

There are some key factors that will have
me voting ‘yes for both the education and op-
erations budgets. First, the obvious. As a vet-
eran educator who worked decades in our local
school system, I can say from experience that
investing in our students and families matters
greatly. The cost of education is rising, but part
of our lives isn’t getting more expensive at this
point? Why should funding our schools prop-
erly be the breaking point while we accept that
it’s just the way everything else is going to be?

I'm voting yes because while education is ex-
pensive, it is not wasteful in East Hampton. A
modest budget increase is not going to result in
mass hirings or new programs. It's going to hold
the line amid rising costs and allow our educa-
tors to do the incredible work they do with all
their students.

My second reason for supporting this budget
is because like so many of my fellow residents,
I am a senior citizen. I do not live an exorbi-
tant lifestyle, and I pay careful attention to my
spending. But our budgets are an investment in
sustaining and improving our town. I want good
public safety and better roads. Our senior center
should be able to offer excellent programming
to residents. I am going to support a budget that
accomplishes those goals.

Please join me in voting ‘yes’ on June 2. Af-
terward, let’s continue to be neighbors a com-
munity united.

Sincerely,
Kevin Reich, Chair
East Hampton Democratic Town Committee

Support Continued Success
To the Editor:

Today, our town faces an important decision
about the future of our community. I strongly
support the proposed budget and encourage
residents to vote ‘yes’

For many years, Hebron has operated with
little to no budget growth. Over the past two de-
cades, we have seen some years of zero increases
and some of only modest increases. While keep-
ing costs down may have seemed beneficial in
the short term, we are now seeing the long-term
effects. Buildings, infrastructure, and services
that our residents rely on are in need of mainte-
nance, repair, and investment.

I understand that the everyday cost of neces-
sities has increased severely in the last year and
a half and many families are feeling financial
pressures. I recognize that these rising costs
have created challenges for many households.
However, we must also consider what is best for
the long-term future of Hebron.

I do not believe it is in our town’s best inter-
est to continue reducing this budget. Doing so
will only keep us stagnant and prevent us from
moving forward as a community. Continu-
ally cutting or reducing investments does not
strengthen a town, it delays progress and often
creates larger and more expensive challenges in
the future which is where we are now.

We all want a town that remains strong, well-
maintained, and able to meet the needs of cur-
rent residents and future generations.

This budget is about making responsible in-
vestments in our community and preserving the
quality of services and facilities we all depend
on.

If the budget passes, the increases will be as
follows: below median home increase, $5.75 a
month; median home increase, $9.58 a month;
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above median home increase, $13.41 a month.

I encourage residents to look beyond the
immediate impact and consider the long-term
health and future of our town. Please join me in
voting ‘yes’ at our referendum on May 26th and
supporting the continued growth and success
of our community.

Cris Lawrence - Hebron

Note: Lawrence is chair of the Hebron Demo-
cratic Town Committee but is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Town Meeting(s)
To the Editor:

I attended the recent town meeting to forward
the annual budget to referendum. As expected,
it was a somewhat raucous affair, in a good way.
Of course, there were proponents and oppo-
nents. Per statute and protocol, citizens were
given the opportunity to speak. Several did, in
an irregular succession of raised hands, calls
to close the debate, and poor acoustics. There
were murmurs among the crowd and occasional
shouts. Small town democracy in action!

One impression I took away was that there
was an amazing collection of experts, clairvoy-
ants, conspiracy theorists and other exceptional
people in attendance. It has always amazed me
that some apparently regular people (laborers,
white-collar workers, mid-level managers, etc.)
are natural-born legal and constitutional schol-
ars, macroeconomists, sociologists and authori-
ties on all manner of public governance. With
this wealth of intellect and reason in our midst,
I propose that the town let 12 of these extraor-
dinary folks appoint themselves to manage our
town impeccably. No doubt they would select
the prime of the prime fairly and sagaciously. A
dozen Solomons!

With their collective wisdom, they will un-

Call Ahead
for
WING

doubtedly make every correct decision at every
level, producing perfect budget after perfect
budget. I'm sure that each of them is supremely
principled and could never mislead or exploit
their fellow citizens. Their leadership would
bring a Golden Age of universal happiness and
satisfaction to Colchester ... perhaps ultimately
to the nation!

This may sound audacious, but like the bar
sign says, “Tequila may not be the answer, but
it's worth a shot!”]

John Barnowski - Colchester

Note: Barnowski is a member of the Colches-
ter Democratic Town Committee, but said he is
writing as a private citizen.

Arguments Ring Hollow,

Belltown
To the Editor:

There have been a couple of familiar refrains
that budget opponents like to push around ref-
erendum time: enrollment is declining and re-
ductions to increases are not cuts. Right on cue,
as soon as East Hampton set its referendum for
the operations and education budgets on June 2,
we hear the same song.

Let’s start with enrollment. While East Hamp-
ton has seen declining school enrollment over
the past decade, the population of students with
special needs has gone way up. It’s a credit to our
school system that special education is taken
seriously, and we have talented and dedicated
teachers and staff. That kind of care is both re-
quired and expensive, far outpacing any savings
East Hampton would experience from reducing
payroll to match enrollment.

The people who are loudest about enrollment
know that education costs have gone through
the roof. Its just an easy argument to try to

See Letters, page 8
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* Letters, cont. from page 7

make. Any research into true education costs
reveals just how hollow an argument it really is.
Additionally, we now see enrollment figures in
town plateauing and expected to rise over the
next decade.

As for the second familiar refrain, let’s look
at what the 2.75% increase to last year’s budget
meant to our school system. On paper, it seems
like an increase, but when you account for infla-
tion, rising healthcare costs, special education,
transportation, and other factors, it was below
what the schools needed to offer the program-
ming that families expect.

It’s hard to qualify that the budget wasn’t cut
when it resulted in the reduction of 14 positions
across the district, as well as rises in pay-to-play,
and other programs. Any time you have to re-
duce staff, it is a cut.

Looking ahead to June 2, the school budget’s
increase is very modest at 3.58%. That main-
tains the status quo and does not bring back any
of the cut positions. Few local towns are seeing
that low an increase, especially with massive
spikes in health care premiums. The town side
is a bargain as well.

Lets dispense with the usual hollow argu-
ments. Please vote ‘yes’ on June 2 and preserve
what is great about our schools and our town.

Sincerely,
David Caterisano - East Hampton

Note: Caterisano is a member of the East
Hampton Board of Finance, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Thank You, Colchester Lions
To the Editor:

The Colchester Garden Club would like to
thank the Colchester Lions Club for the gener-
ous donation we received at the recent “Lions
Night of Giving” We are honored to be among
the deserving community organizations recog-
nized that night.

This donation will support our 2026 Native
Plant and Pollinator program which includes
public educational programs, youth activities,
signage, and informational materials all de-
signed to encourage the support of pollinators
by planting native plants, eliminating invasive
plants, and the adoption of sustainable garden-
ing techniques.

This Native Plant and Pollinator program will
also help the Town of Colchester to earn points
toward the next level of certification from Sus-
tainable CT.

Thank you again to the Colchester Lions. We
appreciate your continued commitment to the
community through not only your numerous
acts of service but also through your support of
other organizations.

Mary Spalter, Co-President
Colchester Garden Club

Vote ‘Yes’ for Hebron
To the Editor:

I ask all residents of Hebron to please vote
‘yes’ on May 26th for the town budget, which
includes the budget for Hebron Public Schools.
Supporting this budget preserves the qual-
ity education that makes Hebron an attractive
town to buy a home and raise children, while
responding responsibly to voter feedback that
resulted in a $300,000 reduction to the Board of
Education after the first referendum.

It was difficult to cut anything from an al-
ready lean budget. This was particularly true
as parents testified to the positive impact that
current class sizes and enrichment opportuni-
ties have on their children’s growth. However,
the economic reality in which our schools must
operate cannot be dismissed. The board was re-
sponsive and transparent when discussing ad-
ditional cuts that spread across central office,
administration, and classrooms, with the goal
of limiting the impact felt by students and class-
room teachers. These cuts included: eliminat-
ing a principal, reducing the contractual cost of
living increase for central office staff, reducing
one full-time music teacher to part-time, elimi-
nating an unfilled speech pathologist language
assistant position, approving a leave of absence
and receiving a grant.

Voting ‘yes’ preserves current class sizes. Vot-
ing ‘yes’ preserves a robust music experience in
both band and chorus for kids in grades 4-6.
Voting ‘yes’ preserves challenge & enrichment
opportunities for all students without placing
additional demands on our teachers.

This is not the year in which I anticipate a no
vote will result in an increase to the town or ed-
ucation budget, so please vote ‘yes’ on May 26th
to protect class sizes and programming for our
kids, which maintains home values and quality
of life in Hebron.

Sera Coppolino - Hebron

Note: Coppolino is secretary of the Hebron
Board of Education but is speaking as an indi-
vidual.

Decisive Response
To the Editor:

The Hebron Town Council and Boards of Fi-
nance and Education have listened and acted de-
cisively. So has the RHAM Board of Education.
Each group heard the message voters expressed
at the May 5 referendum. The proposed budgets
have been reduced significantly. The proposed
bottom-line budget is a 3.55% increase. The to-
tal amount needed to be raised from taxes is an
increase of $556,264 which is a 1.66% increase.
That’s right, a 1.66% tax increase. If approved,
the mill rate for real estate/personal property
will increase from 36.85 to 37.31; a change of
.46. The mill rate for motor vehicles remains un-
changed. I commend the boards for their collec-
tive response. Thank you.

The taxpayers were heard. Our volunteer
elected officials, friends and neighbors, re-
sponded appropriately and decisively. The re-
vised proposals deserve our support! I will be
voting ‘yes’ on all the questions without reserva-
tion on Tuesday, May 26. I encourage all voters
to do the same.

Ray Purtell - Hebron

Reach for Civility
To the Editor:

At the recent Andover budget meeting on
May 12th, I voiced my concerns about the di-
visiveness that has come to characterize our
budgetary process and gatherings, and its enor-
mously negative impact on our community. It
sets up school and community supporters as if
opponents instead of as one community, and it
impairs our ability to work collaboratively.

Echoing the sentiments of a letter writer in
the last issue: in approaching a new budgetary
year the goal - either of the school or town -
should not be to get as much as they think they
can, but it should be to their use their skills to
strategize about ways that either expenses can
be best reduced or income generated. If we
worked more effectively together wed be better
able to think outside the box and perhaps even
find new solutions and bring everyone closer to
their goals. That builds community and trust.

At town meetings and individually, I would
ask that we reach for civility when we gather -
on both sides - and that we agree that the scowls
and the angry stomps to the microphone, and
dismissive or disrespectful communications
just function to divide us further. It gets in the
way of people feeling comfortable speaking.

We have to rise above that — because impor-
tantly, our children are watching how we work
things out and they rely on us to offer a better
and more respectful model for managing differ-
ing perspectives.

Kathleen Barrett - Andover

Better Options

Than Rodenticide
To the Editor:

After finding yet another wild animal, this
time a hawk, dead, lying in an open area, I am
compelled to try to spread the word that roden-
ticides are not the answer to protecting homes
and cars from mice or other rodents.

What does work and is much more humane
are the following:

- Sealing openings to the outdoors, even with
steel wool or copper mesh

- Contraceptive for mice / rodents (Evolve
made by Contrapest, sold by Amazon)

- Botanical repellents (such as mint or balsam
fir, which smell great to us, but block rodents’
ability to smell possible predators)

- Ultrasonic plus strobe light for such areas as
stored vehicles (Mouseblocker or Mouseblocker
Pro)

- Having a cat in the house repels rodents

Utilizing multiple methods of the above is
more effective.

Rodenticides, on the other hand, poisons a
rodent who, weakened and dying, is easy prey
for natural rodent predators, such as hawks,
owls, fox, and more. Even skunks or possums
will predate a weakened rodent. Then, they also
are poisoned. Much wildlife is killed by rodenti-
cides. Further, since rodents have many babies,
poisoning a few does not eliminate the problem
of having rodents where you don't want them.

Also, it's good to know that white footed deer
mice are voracious predators of spongy moth
(formerly gypsy moth) larvae. These mice great-
ly reduce the numbers of spongy moth caterpil-
lars, which are very destructive to our forests,
orchards, and yard trees.

So, please help keep wildlife alive, keep mice
outside and know they are a useful part of our
ecosystem, and use humane methods of keeping
rodents away from homes, cars, etc. Thank you
for reading and considering this.

Sincerely,
Ann Zitkus - Hebron

Reservations with Weir
To the Editor:

I am writing with concern over Representa-
tive Weirs vote on May 2nd against roughly
$630,000 in new state aid to the five towns of
the 55th House District.

In a year where municipalities in the 55th
have been struggling with very challenging mu-
nicipal budgets, voting against the opportunity
to shift the tax burden away from the property
of residents seems uniquely short-sighted. This
aid was split between K-12 school aid and gen-
eral municipal grants and reflects an increased
awareness that the property tax burden is in-
creasingly untenable for many residents of our
region.

I have profound reservations about the dis-
sonance between this vote and the fiscal realities
within the 55th district.

Sincerely,
Baird Welch-Collins - Marlborough

Note: Welch-Collins is a member of the Marl-
borough Democratic Town Committee, but is
speaking as an individual.

Hard Decisions Must Be Made
To the Editor:

Some have been accused of not supporting
education or the kids of our town because they
support a reduced increase in the town’s educa-
tion budget. On the contrary, most think the
kids deserve the best education we, the taxpay-
ers, can afford. The problem is that most of us
can't afford what the Board of Education (BoE)
is asking for.

Property taxes are too high to begin with,
and every year we're asked to pay more. But this
year is different. After revaluation, many of us
are facing significant increases to our property
assessments. Adding another large budget in-
crease has many of us facing the perfect storm
when it comes to satisfying the tax collector
while also making ends meet.

Some get emotional about these issues, and
rightly so. On one hand, we want to give the kids
everything that the school system is asking for. On
the other hand, we all have limited resources and
our own personal financial responsibilities that
must be dealt with, and that requires us to keep
more of our own money than some would like.

Others have criticized calls for smaller bud-
get increases by calling them personal attacks
on members of the BoE and Board of Finance,
which is a ridiculous attempt at silencing citi-
zens with legitimate concerns. Taxpayers have
every right to give feedback to their elected of-
ficials; after all, they work for us.

Inevitably, some will ask, “Well, tell us what
you think we should cut from our kids’ edu-
cations?” Or others will ask, “If you think you
know so much, why don’t you run for office?”
These are just more attempts at silencing tax-
payers.

It’s not our job as taxpayers to tell them what
to cut, and we don’t need to run for an elected
position to voice our opinions. It’s the job of the
BoE to make hard decisions and put together
the best budget they can, with what the taxpay-
ers can afford, not with what they wish we could
afford.

Bryon Turner - East Hampton

Note: Turner is a member of the East Hampton
Republican Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing as an individual.

Goodbye, Steve Weir
To the Editor:

In a republic, we vote for people to represent
us in government. When those representatives
consistently vote “the party line” instead of the
spirit of bipartisanship, most voters are disen-
franchised. A representative who frequently
votes in opposition to the majority of their party
in favor of the “party line,” especially when the
party votes in a bipartisan manner, accomplishes
nothing. The constituents are not being heard.

The 55th District of Connecticut is losing its
voice in what happens in Connecticut. Steve
Weir has voted against the majority of the Re-
publican Party 98 times! His own party! Ninety-
five of those occasions he voted to the right of
the majority of Republicans. In 2024, Weir was
the only Republican voting ‘no’ on a bill to en-
force boating laws on waters near CT borders,
while 52 Republicans voted ‘yes’

There are 18 bills where the Republican ma-
jority (85% or higher) voted ‘yes, while Mr. Weir
voted ‘no. Among those were a bill to recognize
and honor Connecticut military veterans, a bill
establishing a Parkinson’s disease research ac-
count, a bill making it a deportable offense to
assault a law enforcement officer, a firefighter,
or other first responder, and a bill to redefine
“animal,” to regulate breeding kennels, provide
certain procedures controlling rabies and make
other minor changes to domestic animal related
statutes. All of these bills became law. No thanks

to Steve Weir.

The Connecticut Constitution requires legis-
lative ratification of contracts negotiated by the
executive branch and state employee unions.
There were six times when Steve Weir voted
against ratification when the vast majority of
Republicans voted ‘yes? Weir is a ranking mem-
ber of the Labor and Public Employees Com-
mittee. His ‘no’ votes have been consistently
been more anti-labor than other available op-
tions while the majority of Republicans vote yes.

Steve Weir is not representing the 55th Dis-
trict of Connecticut. Weir frequently opposes
his own party. How can Weir represent Republi-
cans in our district with a record like that? With
many Connecticut Republicans working with
Democrats on bipartisan legislature, we are left
with a representative who leaves us with a voice
not heard.

The cry of “Taxation without Representation”
was a driving force in the American Revolution.
It was about laws being passed with no say from
the colonies. Weir, by voting to the extreme
right, is leaving the 55th District with no voice.
It is time to say goodbye to Mr. Weir.

Sincerely,
Russell Salvador - Marlborough

Note: Salvador is a member of the Marlbor-
ough Democratic Town Committee, but said he
is writing as an individual.

Vote ‘Yes’ on Hebron Budget
To the Editor:

Over the past several months, those of us
working on the town budget have been actively
pursuing a budget that protects vital town ser-
vices — the schools, public safety, roads, and
programs that our community depends on ev-
ery day. At the same time, we have heard loud
and clear from our voters that this is an extraor-
dinarily difficult year for household finances.
Unprecedented inflation in the cost of gas,
groceries, and everyday necessities has placed
a very real burden on Hebron families, and we
took that message seriously.

In response to that feedback, meaningful
reductions were made across the board. The
Board of Finance set target cuts of $200,000
from the town budget and $300,000 from the
Board of Education budget. Those targets were
met. These cuts were painful and difficult and I
want to acknowledge the fantastic teachers and
staff we have at Gilead Hill and Hebron Elemen-
tary and hope to find additional support in the
future from the state to lower the burden on
our local property taxes and at the same time
support our teachers, paraprofessionals and the
programs that our students and their parents
value.

It is also worth recognizing the efforts of the
RHAM Board of Education, which made its
own additional cuts to further reduce their bud-
get increase and substantially lessen the burden
on Hebron taxpayers. For a full accounting of
those reductions, I encourage residents to visit
the RHAM website, where the details of those
cuts have been made available.

The result of that collective work is a revised
budget with a mill rate increase of .46 mills. We
believe this represents a responsible balance:
maintaining the services Hebron residents rely
on while acknowledging the financial realities
so many of us are facing.

Hebron citizens can also visit the town web-
site where an estimated breakdown of what this
budget means for your specific property can be
found. Knowing the actual dollar impact can
help make an informed decision at the polls.

Please make your voice heard. Vote ‘yes’ on
the Hebron town budget this Tuesday, May
26th. Every vote counts, and your participation
in this process is what makes our town strong.

Thank you for your time and for your contin-
ued commitment to our community.

Sincerely,
Jan Lawrence - Hebron

Note: Lawrence is vice chair of the Hebron

Town Council, but is writing as an individual.

We Love Hebron
To the Editor:

Thank you for your involvement in the bud-
get process. We are all volunteers. After the long
and late meetings we go home, hope to get there
in time to put our kids to bed and have to get up
and go to work in the morning. We are being
involved in how our taxes are spent to best sup-
port our whole community.

We love Hebron. We want the best for our
children in our schools, safe roads, qual-
ity youth athletic fields, upkeep of buildings, a
quality plan for the DPW facility and more! It
is a balance.

I can only speak for myself and I want people
to know that every decision made is calculated,
weighed, and processed. None of the decisions
we have to make this budget season are easy or
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ideal.

The budget season started in the fall of 2025.
It is important that community members are
involved at the start. It is over the course of
this eight-month journey that changes can be
made before the ultimate decision comes at
referendum. The decision is very important at
referendum; however, looking forward, getting
involved early and often will have the most im-
pact.

I read every email I receive. I am thankful
that community members reach out. It is most
helpful to hear viable solutions along with what
is not preferred. Solution minded input has the
most positive impact on reducing the budget in
realistic ways that limits direct student impact.
Community members should feel empowered
to respectfully email concerns and ideas to the
Board of Education at boe@hebron.k12.ct.us.
We are on the same team and the process should
support each other and do what is best for our
community.

A vote ‘no’ on May 26th could result in fur-
ther reductions. If you vote ‘no’ for the town
and education budget the follow-up question
will provide insight on why. Too high, too low,
just right. That data will be helpful for the Board
of Finance; however, they may still decide to re-
duce the education and town budget. You can
access a copy of the May 26th ballot on the He-
bron town website to preview the questions and
prepare for your vote.

Thank you again for the input, feedback, and
for voting on May 26th to support our commu-
nity.

Kim Hills - Hebron

Note: Hills is a member of the Hebron Board of
Education, but is speaking as an individual.

Difficult Choices Require

Honest Priorities
To the Editor:

Last week I wrote about the Minimum Bud-
get Requirement (MBR) and the fact that state
law recognizes there are circumstances where
education funding should not automatically
continue increasing regardless of changing con-
ditions. Declining enrollment, efficiencies, and
cost reductions are all recognized as legitimate
reasons to reevaluate spending.

The discussion surrounding the proposed re-
duction to the pre-kindergarten program high-
lights exactly why those conversations matter.

For generations, families made decisions
about preschool and childcare based on their
own circumstances and resources. Parents se-
lected private providers, relied on family sup-
port systems, or made arrangements that fit
their needs and budgets. Those providers also
serve an important role in our community by
creating jobs, paying taxes, and contributing to
our local economy.

Increasingly, however, we continue moving
toward government-funded programs that shift
responsibilities traditionally handled by families
and the private sector onto taxpayers. Support-
ers often point to state funding as justification
for continuing programs like this, but taxpayers
should understand that the full cost is not being
covered. The state contribution is approximately
$75,000, not the total operating cost. As salaries,
benefits and expenses increase, those additional
costs increasingly become the responsibility of
East Hampton taxpayers.

I also worry that discussions surrounding
programs like this can shift from honest budget
discussions into emotionally driven messaging
that creates fear among parents. Budget reduc-
tions are sometimes portrayed as being against
children rather than legitimate discussions

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

After the May 25 reunion, the museum will
be open every Saturday and Sunday during
the spring and summer, from 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
each week, until Monday Oct. 12.

For further information, contact Podskoch
at 860-267-2442 or podskoch@comcast.net,
or visit www.martinpodskoch.com.

* 0 %

In addition to being the day of the CCC
reunion, next Monday is of course also Me-
morial Day. All of the Rivereast towns will
be holding commemorative parades and cer-
emonies — some on Sunday, some on Monday
- and I encourage you to check one of them
out.

If you do attend a ceremony, you may well
hear “In Flanders Fields” recited by one of the
speakers. The poem was written during World
War I by Canadian physician Lt. Col. John
McCrae. McCrae was inspired to write it on
May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral
of friend and fellow soldier Lt. Alexis Helmer,
who had died during a battle in Belgium.

While McCrae was dissatisfied with how

about priorities and affordability. Parents de-
serve complete information and an honest
discussion of costs and alternatives.

We also need an honest discussion about
responsibility. Raising and providing for chil-
dren has traditionally been a responsibility of
families, with government serving as a safe-
ty net rather than the first solution. If every
challenge becomes something government is
expected to provide, taxpayers will continue
carrying larger burdens. That reflects a grow-
ing socialist mindset that increasingly looks
to government instead of individual responsi-
bility, family decisions, private enterprise, and
local solutions.

We should also explore alternatives, such as
encouraging another high-quality preschool
provider to establish itself in town, increas-
ing options for parents while supporting local
businesses.

Supporting this reduction does not mean
eliminating a valuable educator. Those skills
could be reassigned elsewhere in the district
where support is needed.

Responsible budgeting requires difficult
choices and priorities.

Respectfully,
Ted Hintz, Member
East Hampton Town Council

Blooming Through
Healthy Aging
To the Editor:

There is something deeply healing about get-
ting your hands in the dirt.

At the Portland Senior Center, we are excited
to introduce our new Bloom Therapeutic Gar-
dening Program, a program designed not only
to teach gardening skills, but to support healthy
aging, emotional wellness, connection, and pur-
pose through nature.

Gardening is far more than planting flowers
or vegetables. Research continues to show the
incredible physical, emotional, and cognitive
benefits gardening can have for older adults.
Time spent outdoors and connected to nature
can reduce stress, anxiety, and feelings of iso-
lation. Gardening encourages movement, fine
motor skills, problem solving, socialization, and
mindfulness. It gives individuals something to
nurture and look forward to, while also creating
a sense of accomplishment and joy.

As we age, maintaining purpose, connec-
tion, and overall wellbeing becomes incredibly
important. Therapeutic gardening offers all of
these things in a gentle and meaningful way.
Sometimes healing does not happen in a doc-
tor’s office. Sometimes it happens while planting
seeds beside a friend, feeling the warmth of the
sun, or watching something grow because you
cared for it.

The Bloom Program at the Portland Senior
Center is about more than gardening. It is about
fostering community, encouraging healthy ag-
ing, reducing isolation, and creating opportuni-
ties for older adults to continue learning, grow-
ing, and thriving.

We often underestimate the power of simple
things. Fresh air. Soil. Flowers. Connection.
Purpose. Yet these are often the very things that
help people feel alive again.

Healthy aging is not only about adding years
to life, but life to years. Programs like Bloom
help do exactly that.

We welcome the community to continue
supporting programs that encourage wellness,
dignity, engagement, and connection for older
adults here in Portland.

Sarah Caratasios, LMSW Director/
Municipal Agent, Portland Senior Center

the poem turned out and had initially tossed
it, his fellow soldiers retrieved it — and it
quickly became one of the most famous war
poems of all time. Here in the U.S,, it's widely
quoted on both Veterans Day and Memorial
Day.

So I thought a fitting way to end the col-
umn this week would be to share the poem:

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow

Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie,

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.

Debunking Budget Myths
To the Editor:

The approaching June 2 budget referendum
in East Hampton is spurring familiar myths and
misinformation, especially over school funding.
Whether it's been town meetings, letters to the
editor, or the social media centrifuge, it’s the
same arguments we hear annually.

Rather than let half-truths and hearsay
spread, let’s consider the reality:

1. Enrollment is down, so costs should be
down.

In theory, this makes sense. However, special
education costs are skyrocketing. Insurance pre-
miums require much higher percentages from
school districts. East Hampton pays the tuition
for many outplacements, including some that
exceed six figures per student.

So yes, enrollment may have gone down over
the last decade, but obligations have far out-
paced potential savings.

2. East Hampton schools are top-heavy with
administrators.

This is simply false. East Hampton has four
schools with a total of seven building admin-
istrators. Central office has fewer professionals
than our comparable districts, including neigh-
boring towns. We have excellent administrators
throughout and all of them are handling over-
whelming amounts of responsibility.

3. Budgets are not being cut if they are also
increasing.

This one is particularly misleading. The pro-
posed school budget increase in East Hamp-
ton is 3.58%. That figure simply adjusts what is
needed to provide the same quality of education
as last year. Aside from a kindergarten teacher,
there are no new hires, and the school system is
not seeking to bring back the 14 positions lost
last year.

Again, everything costs more now. Inflation
has increased by 3.8% (more than the proposed
increase) since last year, and that forces towns
to pay more for the same service. Most of this is
caused by federal government, but we won’t go
down that road in the Rivereast.

4. East Haddam has a flat increase. East
Hampton should too.

Again, great idea on the surface. But look at

the facts at East Haddam versus East Hamp-
ton. The former has one of the smallest public
schools systems in the state, fewer schools, and
an annual $300,000 endowment for education.
The town is also home to an airport and two
major tourist attractions in Goodspeed Opera
House and Gillette’s Castle, bringing in consid-
erable external revenue from visitors.

East Hampton would happily accept an an-
nual endowment to offset education costs, if
anyone feels so generous.

More to come next week. Please vote ‘yes’ on
June 2 and ensure that budget myths don’t derail
our school system.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt - East Hampton

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East
Hampton Board of Education, but is writing as
an individual.

Witness Hebron History
To the Editor:

What a thrill to read the announcement for
Hebron’s Witness Stones program and the rec-
ognition of the integral role of 17 Kinney Road
in a historic collaboration. Scheduled for Sat-
urday May 30th, from 4-6 p.m. at St. Peter’s
Church, the Witness Stones program empow-
ers RHAM Middle School students to engage in
valuable research and explore a deeper under-
standing of our unique past.

This year’s Witness Stones are dedicated to
Martin Powers and Cesar Peters, Jr., both of
whom were born enslaved but would become
part of a thriving free Black community in He-
bron in the early 1800s. Their efforts shaped the
fields at 17 Kinney Road and remain one of the
most significant moments in Hebron history.
The fact that these fields are still in active agri-
culture and have changed little since Martin and
Cesar, Jr. toiled there is a powerful connection
to their life and times.

As noted in last weeK’s Rivereast, “As a skilled
farmer, Martin Powers was employed by Gov-
ernor John S. Peters of Hebron to construct the
laneways on his farm, now the town-owned
property at 17 Kinney Rd. Cesar Peters Jr. was
two months old when John Mann and his son

See Letters, page 25

Members of the public are invited to

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION

VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

State Project No. 0172-0541
Eastern Connecticut Accessible Pedestrian Signal Upgrades

Monday, June 1, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.
Learn More & Register: portal.ct.gov/DOTEasternCT0172-0541

The purpose of this meeting is to provide the community with an opportunity to learn

about the proposed project and allow an open discussion of any views and comments

concerning the proposed improvements. A Q&A session will immediately follow the
presentation.

Meeting accessibility and traffic control requirements, these features are expected to
enhance pedestrian usage at traffic signals and is intended to reduce crashes between
pedestrians and vehicles.

Right-of-way impacts are expected to be minimal around new pedestrian equipment and
sidewalks at some project intersections.

Construction is expected to start in spring 2028, depending on funding, right-of-way
acquisition, and permits. The estimated cost is $6 million, with 90% federal funds and
10% state funds.

The public can submit comments and questions during two-week public comment pe-
riod following meeting. Direct comments and questions by Monday, June 15, 2026, to
Balazs Szoke at DOTProject0172-0541@ct.gov or 860-594-2020.

ACCESSIBILITY

Non-English language closed captioning will be available on Zoom. The recording will
also be posted following the meeting in CTDOT’s public meeting playlist at
portal.ct.gov/ctdotVPIMarchive.

For audio access, call 877-853-5257 with Meeting ID 852 7784 2505. Project in-
formation can be mailed within one week by contacting Balazs Szoke at DOTProj-
ect0172-0541@ct.gov or 860-594-2745.

For hearing/speech disabilities, dial 711 for Telecommunications Relay Services
(TRS). Request language assistance from CTDOT’s Language Assistance at (860) 594-
2109 at least five business days before meeting.

RE5-22-26
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events with us in June that celebrate DEI.

issued the Emancipation Proclamation.

From the Committee on Solidarity
Portland’s Committee on Solidarity is tasked to work with our townspeople to stand Port-
land-Strong against racism, bigotry, prejudice and violence. We invite you to celebrate two

June is Gay Pride month and we welcome Portland residents to join us in the parade or cheer
us on from the crowd on Saturday, June 6, at 1 p.m., at Middletown’s PrideFEST. The event runs
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and features the parade, a rally, an outdoor concert, food and vendors.
Sign up to march with Portland at PortlandPrideRSVP.com.

It took many years for our country to change from treating gay people as criminals with
mental illness to citizens with equal rights. In 1969 the Stonewall Riots in Greenwich Village
led to the first Gay Pride Parade the following year. Now gay pride parades are held every year
to support equal rights for LGBTQ+ individuals. Pride reminds us that when LGBTQ+ people
are free to live openly and authentically, it encourages all of us to take pride in who we truly are
and to build a community rooted in acceptance, dignity, and belonging.

The Committee on Solidarity invites you to our annual Juneteenth Celebration on Saturday,
June 20, from noon to 5 p.m. at Portland Middle School. This marks the eighth year the Port-
land community has hosted this meaningful and joyful event, and we hope you’ll be a part of it!

Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery in America. On June 19, 1865 a Union Army
general informed over 250,000 enslaved Black people in Texas that slavery had been abolished
at the end of the Civil War. They learned that two and a half years before, Abraham Lincoln had

To honor this important day, we've planned an afternoon full of community, culture, and fun.
The celebration will begin at noon in the auditorium with powerful speakers. There will be live
music by the band At Last, and a variety of vendors from Black-owned businesses. There will be
plenty of delicious food to enjoy, and free ice cream for a sweet treat. Families are encouraged to
bring their kids, who can enjoy games and other activities. We hope to see you there!

We welcome the public to join us for our monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of every
month at 7 p.m. You can join us either in person at the Waverly Senior Center or online at www.
portlandct.org/zoom, Zoom B (ID: 352 700 8408, password: 113ct). Agendas, minutes, and
general information can be found at portlandct.org/solidarity-task-force. If you are interested
in the committee, you do not have to be a member to participate! To learn more about the com-
mittee and its workgroups, email portlandctsolidarity@gmail.com.

Portland Committee on Solidarity

Portland Fair Planning Underway

Planning is underway for this year’s Portland
Fair, which will return to its “new” location at
Chris Cote’s Driving Range on Oct. 2, 3 and 4.

Crafts and Community Tent: This year, the
Crafts and Community Tent continues its theme
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle while leaning into
celebrating Amerca’s 250th birthday. The popu-
lar Trashion Show will return on Friday night.
Another retuning event is the Triple Crown of
Baking held in partnership with the Guilford
and Durham fairs. Melissa Kelley, chairperson
for the tent, is seeking donations of leftover
scrap fabrics for a community weaving project
which will culminate in a banner for the tent.

Donations Welcome: The Friends of the Fair
campaign continues through June 15. Dona-

tions of $25 receive a two-day pass to the fair,
while a $40 donation receives a three-day pass.
Support helps fair organizers continue to im-
prove the grounds.

Chicken Barbecue: This third annual fun-
draiser will be held July 20 at Portland River-
front Park. This event is being held in partner-
ship with Portland Fish and Game Club. All are
invited for dinner and musical entertainment.
Tickets are $30 for adults and $10 for children.

Volunteers Wanted: Volunteers are always
welcome. There are open positions for a volun-
teer coordinator and ribbons/trophies coordi-
nator. If interested in volunteering, email info@
portlandfair.com.

Annual Juneteenth Celebration Returns

Portland’s Committee on Solidarity/June-
teenth invites all to the annual Juneteenth Cel-
ebration on Saturday, June 20, from noon-5
p-m., at Portland Middle School. This marks the
eighth year the Portland community has hosted
this event.

Juneteenth commemorates the end of slavery
in America. On June 19, 1865 a Union Army
general informed over 250,000 enslaved Black
people in Texas that slavery had been abolished
at the end of the Civil War. They learned that
two and a half years before, Abraham Lincoln
had issued the Emancipation Proclamation, de-
claring that “all persons held as slaves...hence-
forth shall be free” In 1979, Texas was the first
state to make Juneteenth an official holiday; sev-
eral others followed suit over the years. In June
2021, Congress passed a resolution establishing
Juneteenth as a federal holiday.

The celebration will begin at noon in the
auditorium with presentations from Barbara
Shaw, from Voices of Portland; Eric Grant, the

first and only Black police officer in Portland;
and Robert Jefferson, from the Black History in
Middletown project. There will be live music by
the band At Last, and a variety of vendors from
Black-owned businesses. There will be food to
enjoy, and free ice cream for a sweet treat.

Families are encouraged to bring their kids,
who can enjoy games and other activities.

This event is proudly co-sponsored by the
Portland Historical Society, Portland Pub-
lic Schools, Portland Library, Liberty Bank,
Middlesex County NAACP, McClam Funeral
Home, and Del Printing.

Holiday Clos1n§
The Portland town offices will be closed
Monday, May 25, in observation of Memo-
rial Day.
The annual Memorial Day parade will be
held, rain or shine, Sunday, May 24, at 2 p.m.

Gotta’s Farm
<. Route 17, Portland

(860) 342-1844

Hours: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm Daily

QP Farm Market

Rt. 66, Portland
(860) 342-5030

Hours: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Daily

860-633-1552
882 Main Street f
South Glastonbury JJ

5 TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2

Cemetery and Patio Pots
for Memorial Day

Americana Geraniums $5.29 each
or $50 per dozen

4" Pots of Perennials, Annuals $5.49 ¥
each or $65.00 for a flat of 15 pots

We have a large selection of annual flowering and
vegetable plants that were recently transplanted.
All trays $1.69 each or $16.99 for a flat of 12 trays.

Honor Those Who Fell: Wear a Poppy

Members of the Portland American Legion
Auxiliary will offer Memorial Day Poppies this
month.

High School volunteers will assist Auxiliary
members and will also line the parade route on
May 24th, seeking donations for the poppies —
which are made by veterans in veterans’ hospi-
tals.

Funds collected from the poppy donations
are used for the rehabilitation of veterans; for
the welfare of families of veterans; to help pay

for some expenses for the hospital and field ser-
vice volunteers (such as uniforms and transpor-
tation); and other items and services benefiting
veterans, particularly those in the VA hospitals.

The poppy was made the memorial flower
of the American Legion Auxiliary at the 1921
National Convention in Kansas City. All are en-
couraged to wear the poppy as a personal trib-
ute to the deceased veterans and to honor the
living veterans as well.

Quarry Celebration, Makers Fair

The Brownstone Quorum and Portland Parks
and Recreation Department are hosting the
2026 Quarry Celebration Day & Makers Fair on
Saturday, May 30, at Portland’s Riverfront Park,
284 Brownstone Ave. The event will run from
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, May 31, is the rain date.

This year’s event will feature over 80 artisan
craft vendors selling their products, musical en-
tertainment on the park stage headlined by the

Steve Donavan Trio, 10 exhibiting civic groups
including Nordic Spa previewing the soon-to-
be-open spa, and five food trucks with a variety
of meals.

Parking and admission are free. Handicapped
parking will be available.

All proceeds go toward further improve-
ments to the Riverfront Park and surroundings.

Legion Changing Flag Displays

American Legion Ormont Post 69 has an-
nounced changes to when, and for how long,
American flags will be displayed at veterans’
graves.

American Legion members and volunteers
will place American flags on each identified vet-
erans’ gravesite in Portland, so they are present
the Saturday before Memorial Day and before
Veterans Day each year, and will remove the
flags the following Saturday. (Weather permit-
ting.)

In the past, American flags were put in be-
fore Memorial Day and removed after Veterans
Day. However, Post 69 being exposed to the ele-
ments for over 160 days takes a tremendous toll
on the flags to the point that none are reusable
for a second year and many are torn and dam-
aged that they should have been removed (or
replaced) earlier.

Lions Club Roars Again

The Portland Lions Club will hold its third
annual “Lions Roar Cycling for Our Commu-
nity” event Saturday, June 20, with registration
at Brownstone Park on Brownstone Avenue and
Bransfield Park on Rose Hill Road, depending
on the route you plan on riding.

Riders from across Connecticut participate
in this event. One hundred percent of the funds
are used for supporting charitable projects such
as childhood cancer, hunger, disaster relief, dia-
betes, vision, hearing and more. To register for
the ride, go to bikereg.com/lions-roar.

To make a donation in support of the Lions
Club please send them to P.O. Box 283, Port-
land, CT 06480.

Bereavement
upport Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3
p-m. — both in the church hall.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

No Parking
Notification

During the Memorial Day parade on Sun-
day, from 2-5 p.m., there will be no park-
ing on Waverly Avenue, East Main Street or
Fairview Street.

The parade will be passing down Waverly
Avenue and East Main Street and Fairview
Street, ending at Veterans’ Memorial Park
(Portland Town Hall).

Portland Police will have signs posted as
a reminder.
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| We also have a good selection of hanging baskets |

Pies, breads and desserts baked fresh daily in our

farm stand bakery. We have milk, butter and eggs

Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It's From Gotta's — It's Gotta Be Good!
Growers of Quality Plants for Four Generations.

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

o

“We Meet By rccident”

Portland, CT 06480

Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520
www.portlandcollisionllc.com
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The post said other reasons for the change
are:

- The cost of the American flags paid for by
the Town of Portland is going up and the quality
of the flags at what the post called “a reasonable
cost” is going down

- Each of the town’s cemeteries has a large
flagpole to represent all of the veterans during
the entire year, which was erected by the Ameri-
can Legion

- The post is coming into alignment with
the State of Connecticut’s Veteran Cemeteries’
policy

In addition, Post 69 said this will ease the bur-
den on the cemetery grounds-keeping staff, by
them not having to remove and replace the flags
during lawn cutting or having to weed whack
around the individual flags

If you find that Post 69 missed a veterans
grave, additional flags will be available at the
Portland Town Clerk’s Office. (These will be col-
lected with the other flags.)

If you are interested in volunteering to as-
sist installing or removing flags, email Ameri-
can Legion Ormont Post 69 at Ormontpost69@
gmail.com.

Sports Hall of Fame

rtland Parks and Recreation is part-
nermg with the Portland Sports Hall of
Fame to accept nominations for the class
of 2026.

Nominations can be submitted to the
Parks and Recreation Department digitally
through its website, portland.recdesk.com
(look for the Sports Hall of Fame entry in
the program listings), or in person at the
office, located at 265 Main St.

Nominations are due July 15.

Exchange Club Seeks

New Members

The Exchange Club of Portland is looking for
new members.

The club started in 1945 and, through such
projects as the Exchange Club Golf Tourna-
ment, Touch-A-Truck, Bingo Nights, the “Give
a Kid a Flag” program, and food concessions at
the Portland Fair, it is able to help various chari-
ties and awareness programs. These include
Middlesex Hospital Family Advocacy, New Ho-
rizons Domestic Violence Prevention Group,
Portland Food Bank, Middlesex Hospital Hos-
pice, Portland Fuel Bank, and scholarships for
Portland students.

If interested in joining, and for more infor-
mation, visit portlandexchange.org.

President’s List
Portland residents James Amodio and Ashley
Leclerc made the spring 2026 President’s List at
Southern New Hampshire University in Man-
chester, N.H.

Trinity Church News

Trinity Episcopal Church, 345 Main
St., invites the community to worship each
week. Services are on Sundays at 9:30 a.m., and
Bible Study starts at 8:30 a.m. each Sunday. The
schedule can always be located at www.trinity-
churchportlandct.org.

Trinity is open for prayer and medita-
tion and our church office is open from 2-4 p.m.
each Friday. All are invited to join the Anglican
Prayer beading sessions at this time too.

Check out wwwtrinitychurchport-
landct.org for more information. If you have
any prayer requests to lift up, email the church
office at trinitychurchportlandct@gmail.com.
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Parade Route For Sunday

Portland’s Memorial Day parade will be fol-
lowing the same direction used last year this
Sunday, May 24th.

The parade will continue onto Waverly Ave-
nue, turn left on East Main Street, turn right on
Freestone Avenue and end on the field of Vet-
eran’s Memorial Field. Units will march down
into the field of Veterans” Memorial Park off
Fairview Street. All units will march to Veter-
ans’ Memorial Park for the Memorial Day Cer-
emony.

The parade will be assembled at Victoria Road
at 1:30 p.m. Floats should assemble at 12:30 p.m.
Step-oft will be at 2 PM.

The procession will stop for a brief ceremony
at the Civil War monument on Bartlett Street
and finish behind the Portland Town Hall.
There will be a reviewing stand in front of the
Brownstone Intermediate School.

The Grand Marshall for this year’s parade
William “Bill” Barrows. Bill served in the US
Army (1961-1963) as a Private 1st Class. He was
deployed to Germany during the Vietnam War.
These troops were a vital stabilizing force for
the Cold War deterring Soviet aggression along
the Iron Curtain. While the “Hot War” was in

Southeast Asia, these troops were on the front
line ensuring Western European Security.

The American Legion Color Guard will lead
the parade followed by CT National Guard &
The Patriot Guard. Daniel Clark “The Singing
Trooper” will perform before the parade on
Main Street in front of the Brownstone Interme-
diate School. The musical units will be the Port-
land High School Band, Connecticut Blues Fife
& Drum Corp, Portland Middle School Band
along with the Sphinx and Pyramid Temple.

The parade will take place rain or shine.

The parade is organized and overseen by
The Portland Memorial Day Parade Commit-
tee. The committee said it is pleased once again
with the overwhelming response to the parade.
Committee members will serve refreshments to
the marchers immediately after the benediction.

Ceremonies at the cemeteries will be held
preceding the parade between noon and 1 p.m.
Ceremonies will be held at Swedish Cemetery,
Center Cemetery, Trinity Cemetery, St. Mary’s
Cemetery, and Indian Hill Burial Grounds.

Last-minute registrants may contact Sara
Sterry Rutter at 860-250-2041 (phone or text) to
participate in this year’s tribute.

YFS News and Notes

Portland Youth and Family Services (YES)
has announced the following items of interest.
Call YFS at 860-342-6758 for more information.

Rent Rebate Program 2026: YFS is process-
ing rent rebates for Portland residents. Call for
information and an appointment.

Blast-Off to Summer: June 25, 4-6 p.m., at
the Town Green (between Senior Center and
the Library). Come celebrate with activities
including a petting zoo, face-painting, bounce
house and more.

Power-Up Portland - Prevention and Well-
ness: The mission of Power-Up Portland is to
prevent substance abuse among the youth of
our community. Community programs are or-
ganized to foster health and wellness, provide
education and help everyone understand how
to support people in recovery. All are invited the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at the
Buck Foreman Community Center. Call YFS for
more information.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted; for
more information or to register, call 860-342-
6761. Senior center hours are Monday-Thurs-
day, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services for
more information.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The next date is June 1.

Holiday Closing: Monday, May 25. The cen-
ter will be closed for Memorial Day.

Weekly Programs: Unless noted, all pro-
grams are free. Tuesday, 5/26: Bears on a
Journey, 9:30-11 a.m. - to donate light fleece
for making teddy bears for cancer patients, call
860-342-0809; Watercolor Class, 9:30 a.m., for
more information contact Bivenne at bivenne@
yahoo.com; Congregate Meal, noon. Cost is
$3 suggested donation (must fill out form).
Menu: BLT on whole wheat bread, corn and
potato chowder, milk, orange cup; Coupons for
Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize
II, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to instructor.

Wednesday, 5/27: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15
a.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Bridge,
12:30-4 p.m.

Thursday, 5/28: Stretch & Tone, 9:30 am.;
Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal,
noon. Cost is $3 suggested donation (must fill
out form). Menu: Hummel Bros. hot dog, Ital-
ian pasta salad, fruit cup, string cheese; Mah-
jong, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 5/29: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 a.m., $5
donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted,
all programs are free. Friday, May 29: Trip to
Hammonasset State Park and lunch at Lenny
& Joe’s. There is a $5 ride fee; free entry to the
park, and you pay for own meal.

Monday, June 1: Heart of Health & Commu-
nity Wellness Series: New dates and times!! This
free event will now run the first Monday of each

Street Garden Project

Seeks Participants

The Portland Street Garden Project is back
for its fourth year, and the Portland River Valley
Garden Club and Portland Economic Develop-
ment Commission said they hope to see even
more Portland businesses participate.

The project turns storefronts and street-fac-
ing properties into seasonal garden displays.
This year brings a new addition: a special award
category celebrating the United States’ 250th
anniversary.

Gardens and/or planters should be planted by
May 25. To sign up or learn more, visit www.
portland-river-valley-garden-club.blogspot.
com or email prv.garden.club@gmail.com.

month. This series will include a blood pressure
clinic from 10-11 a.m. and a Chatting with Cha-
tham Health wellness presentation from 10:45-
11:15 a.m.

Monday, June 1: Technology workshop, 11
a.m. The topic for this session will be AT and the
positive impacts it can provide individually and
collectively.

Monday, June 8: Bloom Therapeutic Plant
and Nature Program: Lovely Lavender Work-
shop, 1 p.m. Fee is $20.

Wednesday, June 10: Bingo with Sean from
Ageless Insurance, 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, June 11: Sweet Treats and Con-
versation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. This
month’s community leaders are to be deter-
mined.

Friday, June 12: Family History Fun with
Ken Doney, 10:30 a.m.

Saturday, June 13: Strawberry Festival at
Olde Mystic Village. Leave the Center at 10 a.m.
There is a $5 ride fee.

Monday, June 15: Veterans Benefits Workshop,
10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs and services
offered to veterans and surviving spouses.

Wednesday, June 17: Walking Club, 9 a.m.
Meet at the intersection of Breezy Corners and
the Air Line Trail.

Friday, June 19: Center closed for Juneteenth.

Monday, June 22: Technology workshop, 11
a.m. The topic for this session will be MyChart.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides.
The fee is $5/person, round trip. Please give a
2-week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Car Show Coming

The Knights of Columbus Memorial Car
Show, organized by Portland’s Freestone Coun-
cil 7, will return Friday, June 26, in the rear
parking lot of St. Mary Church.

The show starts at 3 p.m., prizes will be
awarded at 7 p.m., and dinner will be available
along with a charity raffle.

D BROTHERS OIL
Since I97;- ‘o" PA“Y

860-289-9468 » 860-289-6292

Automatic Delivery for less than COD
24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available
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ENERGY ASSISTANCE

Z www.BrothersOil.com

@ HOD |14 - S7-308374
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Participants Sought for Memorial Day Parade

Portland’s Memorial Day Parade will be Sun-
day, May 24, rain or shine, and participants are
sought.

Parade assembly will be on Victoria Road at
1:30 p.m., with float/vehicle assembly at 12:30
p-m. Step-off will be at 2 p.m. The procession
will pause for a brief ceremony at the Civil War
Monument on Bartlett Street, then continue
down Main Street as usual. A reviewing stand
will be located at Brownstone Intermediate
School. The route will then proceed left onto
Waverley Avenue, left onto East Main Street,
and right onto Fairview Street, concluding at

Veterans’ Memorial Park.

Details regarding parking restrictions and
road closures will be shared in the coming
weeks.

Registration forms may be picked up at 117
Main St. For more information, contact Sara
Sterry Rutter, parade organizer, at 860-250-2041
or ssterryrutter@yahoo.com.

Volunteers are always welcome. Reach out to
Rutter to join the committee.

Be sure to visit and “like” the Facebook page
(Portland Memorial Day Parade), where addi-
tional updates and information will be posted.

Middletown Youth Employment Program

Applications for the 2026 Middletown Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program are now avail-
able for Portland residents.

Interested applicants can access the applica-
tion online at MiddlesexChamber.com under
the For Business > Youth Programs section, or
pick up forms at local high schools and at the
chamber’s temporary office location at 318 High
St., Middletown.

The program is open to Middletown, Crom-
well and Portland residents, as well as youth

affiliated with Middletown through school
Eligible participants must be between the ages
of 14 and 24. While the program is designed
to support economically challenged youth, all
ageeligible applicants are encouraged to apply.

Completed applications, along with all re-
quired documents, must be submitted no later
than 4:30 p.m. Friday, May 22. Submissions may
be dropped off at the chamber office or emailed
to lorenzo@middlesexchamber.com.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or to
register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call 860-
342-6757. Advanced registration is required.

Summer Quest: Kiddie Camp is open to chil-
dren ages 3.5 to entering Pre-K or Kindergarten,
Base Camp is open to children entering grades
1-6 and Teen Camp is open to children entering
grades 7-9. Contact Parks and Rec. to register.

Boating Certification Course: Wednesday,
June 3, and Thursday, June 4, 4-8 p.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Babysitting CPR/Safety Training: Thursday,
June 4, 4-9 p.m., at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. The HSI Child & Babysitting Safety
(CABS) training program is intended primarily
for teenagers and others who are planning to
provide babysitting services for young children
and infants.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at the
Buck-Foreman Community Center.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades
K-2): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 4-5 p.m., at
Portland West Golf Course.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades
3-5): Mondays, June 15-July 6, 5:15-6:15 p.m., at
Portland West.

Junior Golf Workshops with Gerry (Grades
6-8): Tuesdays, June 16-July 7, 5-6 p.m., at Port-
land West.

Ladies Summer Golf Clinic for Beginners
with Gerry: Tuesdays, June 16-July 14, 6:15-
7:15 p.m., at Portland West.

Slamma-Jamma Summer Basketball Camp:
Monday-Thursday, June 29-July 2, 9 a.m.-2:15
p.m., at Brownstone Intermediate School. Open
to children in grade 3-8.

WITH RISING FUEL COSTS...
Proper vehicle Maintenance is
essential to save on fuel.

$20.00 OFF
TIRES

Offer Ends 5/31/2026

New touchless

robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

[[POBILAND &5 i e

AUTOMOTI VE. INC
Portland Automotive.com

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640




Page 12

NEWS BULLETIN « May 22, 2026

Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland e Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland

* TJ Nuccio of the Commission on Women, Children, eniors, Equity & Opportunity;

| —— .

state Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) and Ashley McClain of Linked Autism Safety Proj-
ect are pictured, left to right, at the recent Yellow Envelope event at Portland Library.

Carpino Hosts Yellow Envelope Event

State Rep. Christie Carpino (R-32) recently
hosted TJ Nuccio of the Commission on Wom-
en, Children, Seniors, Equity & Opportunity,
and Ashley McClain of Linked Autism Safety
Project to share information about Connecti-
cut’s Yellow Envelope program.

This event helped to bring awareness to the
program and the importance of safety for both
first responders and those with disabilities,
making sure both feel comfortable if ever need-
ing to interact in what could be a high stress
situation.

“The Yellow Envelope is a voluntary program
that helps drivers and passengers with physical
disabilities or cognitive impairments communi-
cate with first responders, reducing miscommu-
nication and sharing vital information in quick
and safe ways,” said Carpino.

The Yellow Envelope should be kept in an in
location that is easy to access in the vehicle. In

the event there is an interaction with first re-
sponders, the Yellow Envelope can be shared,
and it will contain important information about
the individuals involved, how to improve com-
munication, and key medical information the
individuals want to share.

In 2025, Carpino supported the Yellow Enve-
lope Law, helping it to move through legislation.

“Safety and preparation matter at every stage
of life. In my work with older adults, I see how
having important medical information read-
ily available helps first responders act quickly
when every second counts,” said Sarah Elliott-
Caratasios, LMSW), director of the Portland Se-
nior Center.

Carpino added, “I want to thank Sarah El-
liott-Caratasios and the Portland Senior Center
for their partnership and willingness to help get
information about this important program to
community members in Portland”

All are welcome to First Congregational
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sun-
day at 10 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Judith Cooke.

This Sunday, May 24, is Pentecost Sunday,
and Cooke will preach on the topic “Pente-
costal”

Also, at 10 a.m., elementary aged children

First Congregational Church News

will meet for Church School in the newly ren-
ovated classroom, and the middle school class
will meet in the youth room. Infant through
Pre-K children will enjoy playtime and an
age-appropriate lesson.

For more information, go to firstchurch-
portlandct.org or call 860-342-3244.

Red Cross Blood Drive

Portland Lions Club is sponsoring a Red
Cross blood drive Wednesday, June 3, from
noon-5 p.m., at the Waverly Senior Center, 7
Waverly Ave.You may register by calling 1-800-
733-2767.

Portland Lions Club is a civic organization of
volunteers, part of a district of an international
organization. Lions serve youth. Their com-
munity projects support youth through schol-
arships. The LEOs program provides youth
with an opportunity for personal development
through volunteering. The Portland LEOs are
high school students; they have raised funds for
disaster relief, and collect eyeglasses to donate
to those in need, among other charitable ac-
tivities. New local Lion chapters include a Con-
necticut River Environmental club and another
chapter supporting mental health.

Like us on Facehook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Also, watch for information on a June 20 bik-
ing event to raise funds for the Portland Lions
charitable account. The club supports efforts to
treat and cure childhood cancer, diabetes, and
treatment for persons with hearing and/or vi-
sion impairment. Portland Lions have donated
to Portland Food Bank, among other local do-
nations including books for the public library
and soon, a bench for Riverfront Park. The club
also holds annual vision screenings in Portland
for young children.

Murdercycles Rodeo

Murdercycles MC will hold its 10th annual
rodeo Saturday, July 11, at the Exchange Club
Fairgrounds, 1348 Main St.

The event will feature the famous Thunder-
dome, as well as biker games, food, a minibike
throw-down, live music, vendors, inflatables,
and more.

Admission is $20; children under 13 are free.

Murdercycles said it reserves the right to re-
fuse anyone.

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
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Personal Checks

$3495 Car/

Minivan

Engine oil repl
up to 6 qts. « New Mopar oil
filter « Complete chassis lube «
Fluid levels check ¢ Inspect front
suspension components

With this coupon. Diesel & V-10 trucks
extra. Synthetic & specialty oils slightly
higher. $2.00 charge for fluid disposal.
Not valid with any other offers.
Offer expires 5/31/26.

$5 OF
$10 OF

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON

Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.
Any purchase
of $35-$49.99
Any purchase
of $50-$99.99

PLEASE CALL FOR  With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid ?';4
AN APPOINTMENT 0

Any purchase
of $100-$199.99

15 OF
$25 OF

Any purchase
of $200 or more

with any other offer or on body shop repairs. Offer expires 5/31/26.

Memorial Day Veterans Activities

American Legion Ormont Post 69 has an-
nounced its Memorial Day plans.

On Saturday, May 23, there will be a Veter-
ans Breakfast, starting at 0730 and serving un-
til 1030 or when the food runs out, whichever
occurs first. The menu, includes baked omelets
(ham, cheese, or plain), creamed beef on toast,
bacon, sausage, toast, grits, coffee, tea, and or-
ange juice. The breakfast will be served at the
American Legion Hall, 12 Freestone Ave. There
is a suggested donation of $12 per person, or $8
for children under 10.

The next day, on Sunday, May 24, the Ameri-
can Legion Ormont Post 69 honor guard will
visit and render honors at each of the cemeter-

ies in Portland in remembrance of local veter-
ans, starting at approximately 1230 at St. Mary’s
Cemetery. Following this, the American Legion
Ormont Post 69 honor guard will lead the An-
nual Portland Memorial Day Parade, which
kicks off at 1400 from the corner of Victoria
Road and Main Street. Following the parade,
there will be a Memorial Day Ceremony at the
Veterans Memorial Park, behind the Town Hall,
33 East Main Street.

Any Portland veteran interested in marching
in the parade or being a part of the honor guard
can contact American Legion Post Commander
Tim Dickerson at ormontpost69@gmail.com.

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closings: The library will
be closed on Saturday, May 23, and Monday,
May 25, for Memorial Day. Special Closing:
The library will be closed Friday, May 29, and
Saturday, May 30, for staff training.

Children’s Programs: Storytime Mini-Ses-
sions: Space is limited, and registration is now
open. Schedule: Mother Goose on the Loose for
Toddlers and Tots (ages 0-2): Wednesday, May
27,10:15 or 11:15 a.m.

Drop-In Playdates: Wednesdays at 10:30
a.m., June 3-17. Kids birth to 5 years and their
caregivers and invited to drop into the Wagner
Room for some open play with library toys. No
registration required.

Drop-In Crafting: Thursdays at 3:30 p.m.,
May 21 and 28, for grades K-5. This is a drop-in
program and no registration is required.

Summer Reading Volunteer Training:
Wednesday, June 10, 3:30 p.m., for students go-
ing into grades seven and up. Stop by the library
or visit the teen page of the library website to
sign up for the Summer Reading Volunteer pro-
gram. Volunteers will not be able to sign up for
volunteer shifts unless they have attended this
or another mandatory training session.

Coming Soon! Cook Up an Adventure
Summer Reading Program: Visit the library on
or after June 22 to pick up your reading log, or
visit the Summer Reading portal on the library
website to track your reading electronically.
Each day you read 20 minutes or more counts
towards your summer reading goal. Earn prizes
each time you reach five days.

Summer Reading Kickoff: Michael OJ:
Wednesday, June 24, 6:30 p.m., at Portland Mid-
dle School auditorium. This is a family-friendly
magic show featuring audience participation
and comedy. Registration requested, but not re-
quired. Registration opens on Monday, June 1,
at 10 a.m.

Tasty Tales: Mondays at 10:30 a.m. June 22,
July 6, 13, 20, 27, Aug. 3. Come to the Mary
Flood Room to enjoy stories, rhymes and songs
about some favorite tasty treats. A craft project
will be offered at the end of each program. Reg-
istration is required and begins Monday, June 1,
at 10 a.m.

Cooking Around the World: For kids go-
ing into grades K-2. Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
June 24, July 8, 15, 22, 29, Aug. 5. Travel around
the world as you learn about different cultures
through cooking and crafts. Registration opens
Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m.

Cooking Academy: For kids going into
grades 3-5. Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. June 23, July
7, 14, 21, 28, Aug. 4. Take a new food-themed
adventure each week, focused on science exper-
iments, art projects, and cooking. Registration
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m.

Red, White and Blue Tye-Dyed Tees: For
kids going into grades 6-up. Thursday, June 25,
3 p.m. Come to the library flagpole to tie dye a
red, white and blue T-shirt just in time for the
Fourth of July, and then cool off with some red,
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white and blue Rocket Pops. All materials will
be supplied. Space is limited; registration opens
Monday, June 1 at 10:00 a.m.

Adult Programs: Book Clubs: Talk About
Books: Tuesday, June 2, 1 p.m. Three Days in
June by Anne Tyler will be discussed. 1st Thurs-
day Night Book Club: Thursday, June 4, 6:30
p-m. The Traitor’s Wife by Allison Pataki will be
discussed. Mystery Lovers Book Club: Tues-
day, June 9, 1 p.m. Murder Takes a Vacation by
Laura Lippman will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, June 10, 1 p.m. The
Housemaid (2025; rated R) will be shown. Run
time is 131 minutes.

Adult Craft Night: Ribbon Flag: Wednes-
day, June 10, 6 p.m. Create an American flag out
of ribbon to display in your home to celebrate
America’s 250th anniversary. Space is limited.

Photo Exhibit Reception: Thursday, June 11,
5:30 p.m. This is a reception for “Photo Mural of
Main Street Portland Connecticut 1995, 2005,
2015, 2025,” by Bob McDougall. Portland Pub-
lic Library and the Portland Historical Society
present the next chapter of Bob McDougall’s
panorama photography project, a decades-
spanning visual journey tracing four decades of
change along a single street. This exhibit is run-
ning from now through June 27.

Adult Summer Reading Program: Cook Up
an Adventure: When you sign up for the 2026
Adult Summer Reading Program, you receive a
coupon for a free book/books (up to $2 in value)
from the Friends’ ongoing book sale & another
coupon when you log 2,000 pages. On June 22
register for summer reading and start logging
the pages you read. For every adult who joins
the reading program and reads at least one book
this summer (including audiobooks and graphic
novels) the Friends of Portland Library will do-
nate $3 towards two musical instrument rental
scholarships for the 2026-27 school year for two
students at Brownstone Intermediate School.

Intergenerational Drumming Circle: Mon-
day, June 22, 6:30 p.m. Gather on the Waverly
Town Green for a West African-inspired drum
circle led by Mark Zarrillo, knowledgeable in
West African music, culture and with 40 years
drumming wisdom. Drums will be supplied.

The Full Rise - Sourdough Bread Demon-
stration: Tuesday, June 23, 6 p.m. This edu-
cational presentation that walks through the
basics — what sourdough is and how it works.
Each participant will bring home a 20g sour-
dough starter, a starter care card and a classic
sourdough recipe. Space is limited; registration
opens Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m.. This project
is made possible in part by the Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Services under the provisions
of the Library Services and Technology Act, ad-
ministered by Connecticut State Library.

Adult Craft Night: Wire & Sea Glass Jew-
elry: Monday, June 29, 6 p.m. Local crafter
Laurie-Lynne of Creative Girl Studios will teach
different techniques to make wire wrapped sea
glass jewelry. Each participant will leave with a
completed pendant necklace. Registration opens
Monday, June 1, at 10 a.m. Space is limited.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Sat-
urday, 10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. Adults of all experi-
ence levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas,
get helpful knitting tips and enjoy chatting
with others who enjoy knitting and crocheting.
Please note: There is no meeting May 30, as the
library will be closed.

WANTED TO BUY

Bottles ¢ Crocks » Jugs  Costume Jewelry « Pottery « Toys
* Pewter ¢ Glassware ¢ Sterling Silver « Coins ¢ Gold
* Silver Plated Items ¢ Watches » Typewriters « Sewing Machines
* Tools * Radios ¢ Clocks ¢ Lanterns ¢ Lamps  Kitchenware
* Cookware  Knives ¢ Hunting ¢ Fishing  Military « Masonic
* Fire Dept * Advertising Signs & Much More

Gall Donald Roy 860-874-8396

CIT2-26-26
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Local AARP 40th Anniversary and Luncheon

The next meeting of the Colchester-area
Chapter 4019 of AARP is on Tuesday, June 2,
at Papa Z’, 713 Middletown Rd. The gathering
starts at 12:30 p.m., with lunch being served at
1 p.m.

At the meeting, the Colchester-area chapter
will celebrate its 40th anniversary as a local
chapter of AARP, observe the 250th anniversary
of the country, and install its officers for 2026-

27. In addition to the luncheon, there will be a
trivia game and door prizes.

The cost for the luncheon is $30 and includes
meal, tax and tip. Any senior in the Colchester
area is invited to attend. Send an email to irene-
norm@comcast.net to obtain information about
where to mail a check in order to be able to at-
tend, or with any questions.

Summer Book and Bake Sale

The Friends of Cragin Memorial Library will
hold its Summer Book and Bake Sale at Cragin
Memorial Library, 8 Linwood Ave., from June
5-10.

On Friday, June 5, from 4-7 p.m., there will
be a pre-sale admission charge of $5 to pick
the “cream of the crop” There is no admission
charge from Saturday-Wednesday. The schedule
is:

Saturday, June 6, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday, June
7,11 a.m. -3 p.m.; Monday, June 8, and Tuesday,
June 9, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; and Wednesday, June 10,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.

There will be a Monday-Wednesday special:
fill a box or bag for $5.

Youth Services
Summer Programs

Summer is almost here—and so are Colches-
ter Youth Services summer programs.

Registration is now officially open, and spots
are already filling up fast. Most of the programs
are designed for youth entering grades 4-12,
with a variety of activities planned all summer
long.

To secure a spot, and for more information,
visit  colchester-youth-services.jumbula.com/
home.

Fundraiser for

Giving Garden

The Colchester Giving Garden has started its
14th season of growing and donating fresh veg-
etables to help feed those in need in the com-
munity - and a fundraiser to support its mission
is coming up.

The garden is all-volunteer, and all are wel-
come to join in. No gardening experience is
necessary. The open work time is Tuesdays at 5
p.m. at the garden. The garden is located at 95
Norwich Ave.

On Monday, June 1, from 5-9 p.m., Mels
Downtown Creamery, 32 Norwich Ave., will
donate a percentage of its sales to the Colchester
Giving Garden.

For more information about the garden,
email Colchestergivinggarden@gmail.com or
look for the garden on Facebook.

The Friends will have many books, includ-
ing large-print books and audiobooks. The
Friends will also have music, movies, puzzles,
and games.

Also at the sale, the Friends will celebrate
America 250th by offering an accessible table
with books and media related to America dur-
ing the Revolutionary period.

Baked goods will be for sale, and will be indi-
vidually wrapped.

The Friends said that while it cannot accept
debit cards or credit cards, an ATM is close by.

All proceeds support library programs that
benefit the patrons of Cragin Memorial Library.

Ladies Guild Offering
Trlg to See Joshua

The St. Andrew Ladies Guild is sponsoring
a trip from Sept. 16-18 to Lancaster, Pa., to see
Joshua.

In addition, the Ladies Guild will have dinner
with an Amish family, travel through the Amish
countryside, visit Kitchen Kettle Village, and
visit the Seltzer’s Smokehouse.

Trip cost is $699 for a double room, or $849
for a single. Transportation will be on a deluxe
motorcoach. For more information, contact
Barbara Gozzo at 860-208-4121 or barbgozzo@
gmail.com.

Pre-Sale Bracelets

for Lions Carnival

The Colchester Lions Club will hold its an-
nual Carnival on the Green from Wednesday,
May 27, through Saturday, May 30.

Hours are Wednesday and Thursday, 6-9
p.m.; Friday, 6-10 p.m., and Saturday, noon -9
p.m. Weather conditions may affect operating
hours.

Pre-sale ride vouchers can be purchased from
Dime Bank, Noel's Market, Mel's Downtown
Creamery, and Westchester Marketplace all lo-
cated in Colchester. Prices are $32 in advance
and $35 day of the event.

There will also be an expanded variety of food
to enjoy this year.

DEITCH

OVER 100 YEARS' EXPERIENCE
of old fashioned quality service

E N E R G Y 51 0407968 #HoD 0000962

Family Owned

Installation of Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning
Ductless Mini Splits « Water Heaters « Fuel Oil Tanks
Emergency Services and Service Contracts
Automatic Delivery and Fuel Programs

COMPETITIVE OIL PRICING

CIT4-23-26

“= Michael Deitch & Bruce Deitch

E‘f% www.DeitchEnergy.com 860-728-5431

or fax 860-528-4321
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Kim Talarczyk, co-founder of Colchester Cares (center), presents a check for the
Bacon Academy track and field team to Bacon Academy seniors Michael Dickey (left)

and Lorelei Romasanta (right).

Colchester Cares Makes Donations

Colchester Cares, a giving group that supports
various causes in Colchester, recently made its
second quarter donations totaling $5,500.

The group voted to give $1,833 each to the
Bacon Academy track and field team to sup-
port expenses due to a shortfall in fundraising
because of the Bacon Academy Athletic Com-
plex renovations; the Historic Bacon Academy
restoration for continued work to make this
landmark fully ADA compliant; and the Col-
chester History Museum gardens renovation
for the purchase of new three-season plants and
shrubs.

Colchester Cares members, who commit to

donating $100 a quarter, present current needs
in town and then vote on where to send the
group’s collective donations. The group was es-
tablished in 2020 and since its inception has do-
nated over $80,000 to Colchester causes.

Colchester Cares always welcomes new mem-
bers. You can be a member without having to
attend meetings; suggesting worthy causes, vot-
ing, and donating can all be done online. The
next quarterly meeting will be held Wednesday,
July 15, at 7 p.m., at the Carl Guild Community
Room, 392 South Main St. For more informa-
tion, visit www.colchestercares.org or follow the
group on Facebook.

See More Colchester News, Section 2, page 8

$20° OFF
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1 Coupon good through 5/31/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles. 1
15

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
I N |

FREE BATTERY TEST

W/OIL CHANGE AND
THIS COUPON 1
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YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

EVANS

— Aatomotive Repacn —
29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640

evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON

Celebrating 33 Yeqrs
Facebook & Instagram

in Colchester

Foreign & Domestic * Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks * Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) ¢ Transmissions
Brakes ¢ Electrical ¢ Suspension & Steering * Heating & Air Conditioning ¢ Towing

RE4.24.26

Why Buy? When You Can Rent!

SPRING LAWN CLEAN UP AND REPAIR SEASON IS HERE!

120 Linwood Avenue (Route 16)
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-4256 « 800-545 GANO
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm, Saturday 8am-5pm

www.ctrentme.com

BUYING GOLD

AND OLD COINS/CURRENCY/JEWELRY

H i i o No
I Bring in this coupon, get 3% more! | , 0 .. (1
I (offer valid on gold/silver jewelry only) Necessary I
Not a Pawn Shop! T
I Professional, Clean & Safe Environment I
I BuviNG FREE I
I v Gold, Silver, Platinum v Verbal Appraisals |
17 Unwanted Jewelry v Weighing I
v Old Coins & Currency v Coin Grading
I . Diamonds v Gold Testing 1
| v Old Pocket Watches |
v Sterling Flatware Numismatist over 25 years 8
| v Sterling Plates, Bowls In business since 2008 e EI
I v Silver Plaied Ttems Served over 15,000 customers I

1~ Estates & Inheritances

NEW HOURS: =
Sat. 8:30-12 « Wed. 9-6 & &%
Thurs. & Fri.9-5 [ i

< J Closed Sun., Mon. & Tues.
after hours by appointment

lxc“pandsave- - s . - - E o e E .

Coins N' Gold Exchange »

Lawn Dethatchers
Starting at $62.00 a Day

Pressure Washers
Starting at $60.00 a Day

Rototillers
Starting at $44.00 a Day

Self-Propelled
Lawn Aerators

Starting at
$75.00 a Day

157 Route 66 |
Portland, CT 1
860-342-2100 1

We carry the Lesco Fertilizer Program
4-Steps only $167.99 « 5-Steps only $205.99

Treats 12,000 sq. ft.

Bobcats « Chippers « Stump Grinders
Sod Cutters « Over Seeders o Tile Saws
Excavators ¢ Trenchers « Air Compressors
Log Splitters « Compactors « & much more

RE3-27-26
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BOTICS
COMPETITION

ANTNHER

2026 CIAC
CTICUT STATE
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The Bacon Academy robotics team won the state championship May 17. Pictured
from left are, front row, T] Crowell, Aidan Bisi, James Mattison; back, Cindy Prais-
ner, Lenny Vigianni, Rylee Perry, Savanna Healy, Chelsee Boothroyd, Captain Eli
Banks, Captain Miles Vigianni, Dustin Paquette, Tom Praisner. Missing are Charlie
Ringuette, Evan Lovegrove, Chris Lovegrove, Seth Crampton, Brad Graham, Jason

Belding, Alan Mocksfield, Brian Reas.

Robotics Team Wins State Championship

The Bacon Academy robotics team rose to
the top at the CAS-CIAC FIRST Robotics State
Championship on May 17.

The team from Colchester was one of the
top 28 teams across the state that competed at
the championship held at Glastonbury High
School. During qualification matches, they con-
quered match after match, ranking first with an
undefeated record for the day. The Robocats
invited Team 195 from Southington and Team
2170 from Glastonbury to join their alliance,

Vendors Sought
for Tag Sale

The Colchester Business Association is look-
ing for vendors for its annual Colchester Tag
Sale event. The event will be held on Town
Green on Sunday, June 14, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. A
rain date will be scheduled for June 28.

The CBA plans to have over 100 vendors sell-
ing products and tag sale items. There will also
be food vendors. Spaces for tag sale and non-
business are $35.

For applications, visit Colchestercba.com or
email info@colchesterctbusiness.com.

President’s List
Colchester residents Samantha Kinsey, Chris-
topher Dileo and Eric Glettenberg made the
spring 2026 President’s List at Southern New
Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

Family Owned & Operated

&
Quedity Uped

BRC

Auto & Truck
Farls

ook Today “<Egs
860 267-7140 ..

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House
Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

with their eyes set on the title.

During the finals, despite heavy defense and
strong opponents, Bacon Academy and its two
alliance members defeated the defending cham-
pions in the finals to take home the trophy. It
was the Robocats’ second state championship in
three years, having previously won in 2024 with
Southington.

Along with the team win, Captain Eli Banks
also earned a spot on the 2026 Robotics All-
State Team.

The Robocats thanked Dominion Energy,
Connecticut Manufacturing, The Gene Haas
Foundation, Pratt & Whitney, ABB, Trueflow,
Light Metals Coloring, Tsunami Tsolutions, Fox
Hill Swiss, All Waste, and The Plum Tomato for
their support this season.

Garden Club Plant Sale

The Colchester Garden Club plant sale will
be held Sunday, June 14, during the Colchester
Business Association’s Tag Sale on the Green.
The club will sell houseplants, annuals, peren-
nials, herbs, shrubs, and garden/plant related
items from 9 am.-2 p.m. on the Colchester
Town Green.

Rain date is June 28.

Purchases support our community beautifi-
cation efforts, public education programs, youth
activities, and senior center programs. For more
information about the Colchester Garden Club
contact colchestergardenclub@yahoo.com.

Classifieds
Dumpster Rentals Pay

Free Pick Up & Delivery : The Glastonbury :
I Citizen I
I & I
1 Rivereast 1
A GDEELPEAPEOII 1 News Bulletin
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons) [EIRNCAY :
LA CVOERYPERCRLI DN | 860-633-4691
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons) [ emaiolryour 1
1 Week Rental : classified line :
j adtoadmin@

24 OId Coach Road East Hampton, CT 06424
www.BelltownRecycling.com

| glcitizen.com

*5.00 OFF

Full Service

Oil Change

includes fluid top off,
vacuuming, tire pressure

WE DRIVE VEHICLE IN, YOU RELAX!
EXPIRES 5/31/26

Performance Tire

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews

* No Appointment Necessary *

Colchester, CT « 860-537-2515

& Auto Repair

FULL SERVICE

AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes,

* ok ok ok ok

240 Old Hartford Road

RE4-24-26
I

Congregational Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to Sunday wor-
ship at 10 a.m., with the Rev. Robin Bloundon
providing the sermon. Coffee hour and fellow-
ship are provided directly after the service.

This Week’s Happenings: Saturday, May 23,
Spring Market, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., featuring plants,
vendors and food; Sunday, May 24, Pentecost
Sunday worship at 10 a.m., AA Meeting at 7
p-m.; Monday, May 25, Memorial Day; Tues-

day, May 26, Scouts, 7-8 p.m.; Wednesday, May
27, Women’s Fellowship Potluck Picnic at Sears
Park; Thursday, May 28, Yarners at 10 a.m. (new
yarners are always welcome), Bell choir rehears-
al from 6-7 p.m., and choir practice from 7-8
p.m.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org. Office
hours are Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2
p.m.

Christ Eplscopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Pentecost: Pentecost will be celebrated dur-
ing the May 24th service.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note:
It would be very helpful if glass bottles and alu-
minum cans could be separated prior to drop

Blble Study: Contact Bobette Reed Kahn at
bobette@khan.com if you are interested in par-
ticipating. Bible Study takes place via Zoom at 6
p.m. Wednesdays.

June 7: Sunday, June 7 is the last day for choir
and Sunday school. Maggie Labinski will preach
and co-preside at the service.

Church Picnic: Will be held Sunday, June 7,
at Dick and Linda Napolitanos home on Lake
Pocotopaug. A sign-up sheet will be available at
church. Call Linda for more information.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Chicken BBQ: The drive-thru Chicken BBQ
will be held Saturday, June 13, from noon to 5
p.m., at the church field. The meal includes a
leg/thigh chicken quarter , baked beans cole
slaw, dinner roll and water bottle for $15. Call
or email the church with your order and pick-
up time.

Baby Bottle Drive: The Baby Bottle Drive to
benefit the ABC Women’s Center will end on
Father’s Day, June 21. Bottles are available at the
church.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
through Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearses Wednesdays at 6:30
p.m. New members are always welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m. in
the chapel. The next study will resume in the
fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

Featured Artist for May: Maureen Girard, a
Connecticut-based painter. Her paintings may
be viewed at the library throughout the month.

Foundry Saxophone Quartet: Saturday, May
23, 2 p.m. Enjoy an afternoon of folk, jazz, and
modern standards. Let the library know if plan-
ning to attend. There is no charge to attend, but
donations are accepted.

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

NEW LOCATION!

190 E. High St.,Ste.1

East Hampton, CT 06424

Chatham Dental Center
Advanced Dentistry

Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

www.dentistofeasthampton.com

- 190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Root Canals, Extractions,

— @

Cosmetic & General Dentistry

All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NOW OFFERING Implants &
Invisalign® to Our Patients

Open Saturdays by appointment
$99 Exam & X-Rays To

New Patients Without Insurance §
Mention offer upon scheduling. j

Chatham Community Chess Club: Wednes-
days, June 3 and 17, 6-9 p.m. All ages and skill
levels welcome; lessons available. For more in-
formation contact pjhoffmanl@juno.com.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome. Contact the library for
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register,
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Resident Graduates
Allison Williams of East Hampton recently
graduated from Salve Regina University in
Newport, R.I.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lu-
theran Church, located at 1 East High St.,
are held Sundays at 10 a.m. There is Sunday
school every week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-
accessible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH
or www.bethlehemeh.org.

Police News

5/13: John Grimshaw, 60, of East Hampton,
was issued a summons for operating a motor
vehicle with a suspended license, operating an
unregistered motor vehicle and operating a mo-
tor vehicle without insurance, East Hampton
Police said.

5/15: Kristina Janssen, 38, of Litchfield, was
arrested and charged with interfering with an
officer, possession of narcotics and possession
of drug paraphernalia, police said.

5/17: Genesis Infantas, 26, of Hebron was ar-
rested and charged with driving under the influ-
ence, operating a motor vehicle without an igni-
tion interlock device, and failure to drive right,
police said.

From May 11-16, officers responded to 24
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and
four alarms, and made 30 traffic stops, police
said.
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Resident Still Trying to Challenge Courtney After Convention

By Anne Lilburn

Aspiring Democratic congressional challeng-
er Kyle Gauck says he’s still trying to get on the
ballot for the state’s Democratic primary, even
though he failed to hit that goal at the state’s
Democratic Party nominating convention.

Gauck, an East Hampton resident, Army vet-
eran and aerospace industry employee who is
attempting to challenge incumbent Joe Court-
ney for Connecticut’s second congressional
district, said he was disappointed in the results
from the nominating convention.

At the Second Congressional District Con-
vention, which took place May 11 at Rockville
High School in Vernon, 356 delegates met to
cast votes for their preferred candidates. Each
town’s Democratic Town Committee brings del-
egates to the event. Per the Connecticut Demo-
cratic Party’s rules, a candidate must secure at
least 15% of the total delegate vote in order to
get on the ballot. Gauck received only 10% of
the delegate vote — a surprise for him, he said,
given the support he believed he had from the
towns.

Gauck now embarks on a sort of “Plan B” for
those who don’t get on the ballot at the state
convention. He now must secure signatures
from two percent of the registered Democratic
voters in the district to earn a spot on the Dem-
ocratic primary ballot.

“According to the rules, I need 2,882 valid
signatures,” Gauck said, before nothing that he
wants to play it safe, aiming for 5,000 signatures,
in case some get disqualified. It’s a big challenge
in a large, rural district.

In order to petition his way onto the ballot,
all the signatures must be gathered prior to June
9. That means voters may see him — and signa-
ture gatherers working for his campaign — out
and about over the next few weeks, knocking on
doors as they attempt to collect enough signa-
tures.

Gauck said that while his method for at-
tempting to get on the ballot may have changed,
his reasons for wanting to be on it have not. He
said that, while he may line up with Courtney
on some topics, other things that Courtney has
done “don’t fall in line with my moral compass.”

He noted Courtney’s vote in support for a day
of remembrance for Charlie Kirk, and said that
he and Courtney diverge on several key issues,
including support for Israel’s military actions in
Gaza. Gauck also said he would be more aggres-
sive on climate change issues.

As for his own priorities, Gauck’s website
boasts “No AIPAC, no corporations,” empha-
sizing his aggressive stance against lobbying
by both pro-Israel lobbying group AIPAC (the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee) and

The East Hampton Economic Development
Commission invites members of local boards,
commissions, organizations, business groups,
and anyone interested in economic devel-
opment topics to attend a free workshop on
Tuesday, May 26 at 5:30 p.m. at East Hampton
Town Hall.

The session will feature a training consul-
tant from Community Resource Management
(CRM), a firm recently engaged by RiverCOG
to provide on-call economic development and

EDC Training Workshop Open to Others

related services to area towns. The event will
cover a variety of topics. Discussion topics
may include: Business retention, attraction,
and creation strategies, Brownfield project
planning, grant advisory assistance, capacity-
building services and economic development
support tools.

The workshop is open to anyone interested
in strengthening local economic vitality, sup-
porting businesses, and exploring opportuni-
ties for community growth and revitalization.

Memorial Day Weekend Ceremonies

The FowlerDixPark Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 5095 Honor Guard, Firing Squad,
and Auxiliary will conduct a series of solemn
Memorial Day weekend ceremonies to honor
deceased veterans at cemeteries and memorial
sites throughout East Hampton

Continuing a longstanding tradition, the
VFW Honor Guard will perform threevolley
rifle salutes, accompanied by the playing of
“Taps” and “Echo,” in tribute to veterans of all
wars. East Hampton's cemeteries hold the re-
mains of service members dating back to the
American Revolution.

Sunday, May 24 Honor Patrol Schedule:
9:30-9:45 a.m., White Birch Cemetery; 10:25-
10:35 a.m., Waterhole Cemetery; 10:40-10:50
a.m., Tartia Cemetery; 10:55-11:05 a.m., Skin-
nerville Cemetery; 11:10-11:20 a.m., Old Young
Street Cemetery; 11:25-11:35 a.m., Selden Yard
Cemetery; 11:40-11:50 a.m., Hog Hill Cem-
etery.

Memorial Day Parade (Monday, May 25)

KENNETH BARBER & ASSOCIATES,

Schedule: 8 a.m., Parade assembly at East
Hampton High School parking lot, 9 a.m. There
will be a Remembrance Ceremony in front of
VFW Post 5095 (across from the high school),
featuring a rifle salute and Taps, followed by
parade step-off. Mid-Parade Stop: Lakeview
Cemetery for a prayer, rifle salute, and Taps. Fi-
nal Ceremony: East Hampton Congregational
Church lawn.

After Parade Honor Patrol Schedule: Noon,
VFW Post Home, located at 20 North Maple
St; 12:10-12:15 p.m., Lakeview Cemetery;
12:25-12:35 p.m., St. Patrick Church Cemetery;
12:45-12:55 p.m., Union Hill Cemetery; 1 p.m.,
Middle Haddam Veterans Memorial.

At each stop, the Honor Guard will conduct
traditional military rites to remember and hon-
or all veterans interred in East Hampton. Mem-
bers of the public are encouraged to attend and
observe these ceremonies as the town comes
together in remembrance this Memorial Day
weekend.

LLC

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“Bravery is being the

only one who knows

you're afraid.”

—Colonel David Hackworth

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street

East Hampton, CT 06424

[ Visit us on Facebook

by pro-industry groups. Gauck also said he sup-
ports universal healthcare and wants a full ban
on stock trading for members of Congress.

Gauck said he knows some see him as less ex-
perienced than Courtney, but he claims he can
hold his own with Courtney in some key areas.
For example, he said he knows that Courtney
may be celebrated for his ability to bring busi-
ness to Connecticut defense contractors, in-
cluding Electric Boat, but that he himself has
extensive experience working on aerospace
industry contracts and believes he too can get
things done in that area.

Gauck said it was important to him to run as
a Democrat, particularly in the current political
environment, adding that, while he believes he
is the better choice for the congressional seat,
he wouldn’t want to run as an independent and
run the risk of stealing votes from Courtney in
a general election against a Republican chal-
lenger. That risk, he said, was too big.

“I'm a humanitarian first, and what the Re-
publican Party is doing is so immoral that I can’t
risk pulling votes away from the Democratic
Party;” said Gauck. “As much as I feel like the
Democrat Party is centrist and corporate driven

and not doing everything they should, they're at
least not actively working to hurt the American
people”

Gauck said he wants to sell people on his
ideas and is happy to share his opinion on a
wide range of issues, but added that he also
wants voters to know that those who sign his
petition won't be actually casting a vote or even
committing to supporting him as a candidate.
All that is further down the line, he said. The
petition would merely attempt to get his name
on the ballot for the Democratic Party primary
against Courtney. Voters will weigh in on that
primary choice on Aug. 11, before eventually
voting in the general election in November.

“We just want a chance to have a free and fair
election. We want to bring our politicians to the
table and we want to hold them accountable for
the votes that they’ve made,” he said. “And at the
end of the day, you can still choose to choose
Courtney, but we want to bring Courtney to the
table and we want to have a debate. We want to
bring everything Courtney’s done to light and
then people can take a position on who's best
for the district”

Parks & Rec. News and Notes

East Hampton Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following items of interest. For
more information or to register, call 860-267-
7300 or www.easthamptonrec.com.

Golf Tournament: At Blackledge Country
Club in Hebron Thursday, June 4. There is a 10
a.m. shotgun start. This is a four-person scram-
ble format. Lunch/dinner and two drink tickets
are included for every golfer. Not a golfer? Reg-
ister just for dinner ($50), Sponsorship options
available as well. There will be a fundraiser raf-
fle, on course contests and prizes. The tourna-
ment benefits Sears Park playground, Seamster
Park playground and the Jefferey Leith Memo-
rial scholarship. Cost is $140.

Decoupage Shell Keepsake Dish: Monday,
June 1, 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall. All are invited
to this relaxed coastal-inspired evening of creat-

ing your own elegant keepsake jewelry dish.

Beginner Pickleball Clinic: Saturdays, June
6-20, 10-11:30 a.m., at the East Hampton High
School tennis courts. Fee: $110/residents, $115/
non-residents.

Junior Golf Clinic: With instructor Gerry
D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. D’Amora
will focus on teaching the fundamentals of the
game starting with teaching the proper grip,
alignment and swing. Grades K-2 are Thurs-
days, 4-5 p.m., June 4-25; grades 3-5 are Satur-
days, noon-1 p.m., June 6-27; and grades 6-8
are Wednesdays, 4-5 p.m., June 10-July 1. Fee is
$120 per person.

Golf Clinic for Ladies: With instructor Ger-
ry D’Amora, golf pro, at Portland West. Tues-
days, 5:30-6 p.m., June 10-July 8. Fee is $150 per
person.

Belltown Motors

Tire & Service Center

BELLTOWN WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY, MAY 25™ IN OBSERVANCE

OF THE HOLIDAY

MEMORIAL DAY

REMEMBER:

HONOR.

860-267-7222

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm ¢ Closed 5/25/26
80 East High Street, East Hampton

www.belltownmotors.com
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By Josh Howard

Playing under a blazing sun at East Hampton
High School, Bellringers baseball scored four
runs in the second inning before holding on for
a 7-4 victory over the Highlanders from Port-
land High School on Monday.

The victory was East Hampton’s third in a row
and ninth overall.

Following a third straight win, East Hampton
head coach Trent Dillon expressed that he likes
how his team has competed as the regular sea-
son comes to a close.

“We're a gritty team when it comes down to it,”
stated Dillon. “We’ve been getting timely hits and
we've been playing really good defense as of late”

Sophomore Travis Raines powered the Bell-
ringers in the home victory, earning the win
from the mound after striking out five in four
innings of work. He also finished with three
RBIs, connecting on a single that drove in Ben
Kohler and Joseph Jarzabek during the team’s
four-run second inning.

Kohler finished with a pair of runs, while
Evan Wagner scored twice and drove in a run.

Wagner and Jackson Hanson are team’s se-
nior captains this spring.

Dillon, who is in his third year leading the
program, noted that his Class of 2026 members
— which includes Beckett Asklar and Caleb
Wagner — have helped him put his stamp on
the program.

“They’ve led by example on the field and in
the classroom, and have mentored the younger
guys,” added Dillon.

After missing out on the state tournament a
year ago, the Bellringers lost the first five games
this spring before turning their season around
by winning five of seven to get back into post-
season contention.

A dramatic 4-3 victory over Bolton, in which
Raines scored the winning run after stealing
home, punched their ticket to the state tourney

On Tuesday, the team fell to Hale Ray to fin-
ish the regular season with a record of 9-11.

Next is the Shoreline Conference (SLC) tourna-
ment where the Bellringers will travel to take on
top-seed Cromwell on Saturday, May 23 at 11 a.m.

Bellringers Hardball Halt Highlanders

Sophomore Travis Raines earned the
win on the mound and had three RBIs as
East Hampton High School baseball beat
Portland on Monday.

Following the conference tourney, East Hamp-
ton will turn their attention to the Class S state
tournament, set to begin on Monday, June 1.

Highlanders Eye Strong Finish

Coming into the contest at EHHS, Portland
had won four of seven, but the loss dropped the
Highlanders to 5-14 with one game left in the
regular season.

Portland had the bases loaded with the go-
ahead run at the plate but were unable to capi-
talize, leaving all three runners stranded.

“They were a better team today; they played
better than we did,” head coach Rick Borg said
following the defeat. “We waited until the top of

COA Grows Senior Center,
Seeks Volunteers

By Anne Lilburn

East Hampton'’s Commission on Aging held
an annual meeting on May 6, where they pro-
vided the community with an update on its “ac-
complishments over the past year, and plans for
the future across several areas that the COA is
involved in,” according to the press release.

The meeting included updates on a wide
range of topics, including the expansion of ser-
vices at the senior center and continued discus-
sion about the potential construction of a new
Senior Center.

In a conversation with the Rivereast, Com-
mission on Aging Chair Dr. Eric Rosenberg
said that the commission’s focus over the past
year has been to “improve the quality of what
the senior center can deliver,” including setting
long-term goals, like buildings and facilities
plans, and also short-term goals, like getting an
additional staff member to help Senior Center
Director Holly Marrero with her work.

That proposed position, which has been dis-
cussed on several occasions at town council
meetings over the past year, is included in the
proposed 2026-27 budget that residents will vote
on at the June 2 budget referendum. If the budget
does not pass, said Rosenberg, they will advocate
for that position to not be a part of any cuts.

Marrero said the senior center continued to

grow, both in its community and its services,
adding 238 new members this past fiscal year.
The center recently reduced its minimum age
requirement to 55, allowing more community
members to partake of its services.
“The Senior Center continues to grow as more
older adults in the community take part in the
programs, services, and activities offered each
day,” said Marrero. “From social events and
meal programs to transportation and wellness
support, the center has become an important
place for connection, support, and community
engagement.”

Rosenberg said that that continued growth
fueled new demand for different types of pro-
gramming, including different types of fitness
programs and hours that would accommodate
members who were still working. An additional
staff member who could cover extended hours,
he said, would help make that work possible.

The commission continues to prioritize se-
nior community members housing needs,

members said, including supporting the East
Hampton Housing Authority’s senior housing
goals, and also by helping to support seniors
who want to age-in-place. The commission
hosted a successful and well-attended home and
health expo last year that had a strong focus on
issues related to aging-in-place, and at a more
recent regularly scheduled May meeting after
the annual community update, discussed plan-
ning and zoning changes that could help seniors
with Town Planner Juliet Hodge, including re-
ducing restrictions on ADUs (accessory dwell-
ing units).

Such units, often housed in garages or base-
ments, can allow for more flexible multi-gener-
ational living situations, allow caretakers to live
on site, and increase affordable housing oppor-
tunities for seniors.

At the annual update meeting, the commission
shared that the East Hampton Housing Authority
had recently made upgrades to its senior housing,
with solar panels on the community center, digi-
tal locks on the front and rear doors to prevent
lockouts, new water heaters, and new heat pump
systems with air conditioning in all units.

The Commission on Aging’s Transportation
Working Group said they were advocating for
the purchase of an additional van to support the
senior center’s van service. At the later meeting,
they celebrated the continued state funding for
the Xtramile ride-hailing program that makes
local transportation easier for seniors who may
no longer be driving.

One program that the Commission sought
to further publicize was its Community Cares
program, where community members have the
opportunity to volunteer on a flexible basis in a
range of different ways. Volunteers in the pro-
gram provide services to seniors in need by do-
nating “deeds,” which may range from provid-
ing rides, helping with groceries and household
chores, or even just providing companionship.

Currently, the program has 48 volunteers and
70 members receiving services. In the past year,
183 deeds were performed. The program is free
to join and open to anyone who is either aged 70
and up, or else disabled and over the age of 18.
Rosenberg said that anyone who was interested
in volunteering or finding out more could reach
out to him at COAChair@easthamptonct.gov.
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fires a pitch at East Hampton

High School on May 18. Ciarleglio and the Highlanders will close out the regular season
by taking on the Raptors at RHAM High School today (May 22).

the seventh to put any pressure on them, so that
was too little too late”

Connor Doyle had a pair of hits and scored a
run to lead a lineup that also got runs from Nick
Johnson, Joe Angersola, and Cody Christensen.

Johnson, Gerry Hall, and Ethan Wells have
been Borg’s three team captains. The trio -
along with fellow seniors Aaron Ciarleglio and
Cade Modon - helped steer the ship in the right
direction after the team lost 10 of their first 11
games this spring.

Consecutive wins over Coginchaug and St.
Bernard highlighted a second half turnaround
that also featured another win over Coginchaug
and a 6-5 come-from-behind victory over Had-
dam-Killingworth last Wednesday (May 13) in
which the seniors delivered.

Wells had three hits, including a two-RBI tri-
ple in the fifth inning that scored Johnson and

Doyle.

Johnson then sent home Jaxon Figueroa on a
sacrifice fly for what turned out to be the deci-
sive run in the sixth inning.

Ciarleglio struck out seven over five innings
and Hall earned the win after allowing only one
hit over the final two innings.

“We've been playing better lately, but we've lost
a lot of close games this season and just haven’t
been able to get over the hump,” noted Borg.

Narrow losses have been the team’s downfall
this spring as the Highlanders have dropped a
half dozen one-run games.

The Highlanders will look to end on a high
note when they close out the regular season
with a trip to RHAM High School to take on
the Raptors today (Friday, May 22). First pitch
is 3:45 p.m.

See More East Hampton News, Section 2, page 1
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softball beat RHAM last week.

Riley Stolzman delivered from both the mound and the plate as Bacon Academy

Rivereast Standout Athletes
of the Week

By Josh Howard

Riley Stolzman - Bacon Academy (Softball):
Stolzman hit a three-run home run to center
field in the fifth inning and earned the win from
the hill during the Bobcats 17-4 victory over
RHAM on May 15. Stolzman, a junior, finished
with four RBIs and scored two runs, along with
striking out five in six innings of work. The win
improved Bacon to 14-3 overall and they are
slated to close out the regular season by wel-
coming Windham Tech to Bacon Academy to-
night (Friday, May 22). First pitch is 4 p.m.

Aiden Currie - Portland High School
(Track & Field): Currie, a junior, won the 100
meter race at the Shoreline Conference Novice
Invitational at Valley Regional High School on
May 13. He finished the race with a personal-
best time of 12.07, besting runner-up Wyatt
Parker (12.23) of Old Saybrook and the other 25
competitors in the race. Currie also teamed with
William Coleman, Colin Fitzgibbons, and Levi
Srb as the Highlanders 4x400 relay team won
with a time of 3:59.13.

Chase Palmer - East Hampton High School
(Golf): Palmer finished atop or near the top of
the leaderboard in all three matches last week as

the Bellringers downed a trio of Shoreline Con-
ference (SLC) opponents, improving to 11-1-1
overall this spring. Palmer, a senior, shot a 38 at
Quarry Ridge Golf Club in Portland in a (161-
168) victory over Cromwell on May 12. The fol-
lowing day, Palmer shot an even-round 36 to tie
atop the leaderboard with senior teammate Ja-
cob Woods at Clinton Country Club in a (150-
171) victory over Morgan. Palmer closed his
productive week with by shooting a team-best
39 at Lyman Orchards Golf Club in Middlefield
in a win (164-177) over Coginchaug on May 15.

Brendan Connolly - RHAM High School
(Baseball): Connolly, a junior, delivered in
back-to-back games as the Raptors won a pair of
games on consecutive nights last week. On May
11, Connolly had two hits, scoring two runs and
driving in another as the Raptors beat Windsor
14-4. He then pulled double duty, racking up
three RBIs on a pair of hits and scored a run,
while also earning the win on the mound dur-
ing an 11-9 victory over E.O. Smith on May 12.

To nominate an athlete as a Standout of the
Week,  email  joshhowardsports@gmail.com.
Please include as many details about the athlete
or performance as possible.
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Madelyn Daniels
Valedictorian

Ashley Johnson

Aubrey Stevens

Jocelyn Gustavson

Matthew Drlik

East Hampton Public Schools

Top Ten Students of the Class of 2026

The East Hampton Board of Education is pleased to announce the Top Ten students in the graduating Class of 2026.
The Valedictorian is Madelyn Daniels. The Salutatorian is Sofia Aresco.

Madelyn Daniels, daughter of Carlin Daniels and Peter Daniels, is the
valedictorian of the Class of 2026. Madelyn was inducted into the National
Honor Society as a junior and has served as treasurer for the past two years. A
dedicated member of the SAVE Promise Club, she has led the organization as
president in her junior and senior years. Madelyn has also demonstrated strong
commitment to her class, serving as vice president for three years. She supports
students across all grade levels as a student ambassador and peer tutor and
contributes to the broader community as the Family Liaison and Literacy
Specialist in the preschool program. She is also a five-year volunteer for the
Special Olympics. Madelyn’s accomplishments extend to athletics as well. She
has competed as a gymnast for ten years at Dunne’s gymnastics and currently
performs at the XCEL Diamond level. In track and field, she has participated as
both a hurdler and sprinter, earning team captain honors and all-conference
recognition in her junior year. Additionally, Madelyn has been involved in
cheerleading for seven years as a tumbler and flyer. Her achievements as a
cheerleader include serving as team captain, earning all-state and all-conference
honors four times each, and being named Shoreline Conference Cheerleader of
the Year for both the 2024-2025 and 2025-2026 seasons. Her dedication across
academic, athletic, and extracurricular involvement has earned her both the
Superintendent’s Award of Excellence and recognition as a CAS-CIAC
Scholar-Athlete. This fall, Madelyn will attend the University of Connecticut,
where she will participate in both the Honors program and Cheer team, and will
major in English and secondary education and minor in business-marketing.

Ashley Johnson, daughter of Catherine Johnson and Alex Johnson, is ranked
third in the Class of 2026. She is a versatile individual whose interests span the
sciences, athletics, and music. As a junior, Ashley was inducted into the National
Honor Society and received the Rochester Institute of Technology Computing
Medal, recognizing her as a student of distinction with regards to knowledge and
experience in computing. She also served as vice president of the Environmental
Club during her junior year, collaborating with fellow students to promote
environmental conservation within both the school and the broader community.
Ashley’s commitment to service is further demonstrated through her role as
treasurer of the Interact Club, of which she has been an active member all four
years of high school. She has also contributed to the French Club, serving as
Turkey Plunge chair during her freshman and sophomore years. Athletically,
Ashley has been a member of the tennis team since her sophomore year and is
an avid rock climber. In addition, she devotes significant time to music both in
and out of school. At EHHS, she serves as vice president of the Tri-M Music
Honor Society and is a four-year member of the school’s a cappella group Voices,
where she sings soprano. Outside of school, Ashley has participated in the Hartt
Community Division since her freshman year as both a violinist and flautist,
performing with the highly competitive Connecticut Youth Symphony and
chamber music ensembles. Notably, she served as concertmaster of the
Connecticut Youth Symphony during her freshman year. This fall, Ashley will
attend Cornell University, where she plans to major in biomedical engineering.

Aubrey Stevens, daughter of Ashley Stevens and John Stevens, is ranked fifth in
the Class of 2026. As a junior, Aubrey received the Clarkson Achievement Award
and was inducted into the National Honor Society. An involved member of her
school and community, Aubrey is a four-year member of the Interact Club, an
original member of the No Place for Hate Committee, and a four-year member
and secretary of the Environmental Club. An impressive athlete and fitness
enthusiast, she has trained in CrossFit for more than five years and achieved
international recognition by advancing to the quarterfinals of the global CrossFit
Open and placing 47th in the United States. She also participates in Weightlifting
Club and competes on the varsity indoor and outdoor track teams. Specializing in
the pole vault, Aubrey qualified for the 2025 CIAC Outdoor Track State Open and
earned the title of 2026 Shoreline Conference Champion in the indoor pole
vault. Aubrey is a member of Unified Sports, where she collaborates with fellow
athletes in an inclusive environment and shares her enthusiasm for physical
fitness. This fall, Aubrey plans on attending the University of Hartford, where she
was accepted into the Barney School of Business Honors Program. She will study
business with a minor in environmental science and plans to focus on
environmental sustainability in the business world, particularly within hospitality
and travel. Aubrey is proud to have been chosen as one of just ten students
nationwide to receive the highly competitive University of Hartford National
Honor Scholarship, which covers full tuition.

Jocelyn Gustavson, daughter of Jonathan Gustavson and Christine Gustavson, is
ranked seventh in the Class of 2026. As a junior, Jocelyn was the recipient of the
Rochester Institute of Technology’s Art and Design Award, recognizing
outstanding achievement, innovation, and creativity in art and design. While an
incredibly talented artist, her greatest passion throughout high school has been
her involvement in athletics. Jocelyn has participated in cross country and indoor
track since freshman year and outdoor track since sophomore year. Jocelyn has
distinguished herself across all sports seasons. In cross country, Jocelyn qualified
for the CIAC State Open twice and won during her junior year. As an indoor and
outdoor track distance runner, she qualified for the CIAC State and Shoreline
Conference Championships in all of her events, and even advanced to the state
open once for indoor track. Her dedication has earned her the Most Valuable
Runner Award every year in cross country and the Most Valuable Track Athlete
Award every year in indoor track. Jocelyn’s perseverance, leadership, and
integrity make her a strong leader as well, and she was named team captain for
all three sports. Beyond athletics, Jocelyn is active in her community through her
involvement with Interact Club, Special Olympics, and her church. This fall,
Jocelyn will be attending Canisius University, where she has been accepted into
the Honors Program. She will continue her running career at the Division 1 level
as a member of the cross country, indoor track, and outdoor track teams and
plans to major in digital media arts with the goal of becoming a graphic designer.

Matthew Drlik, son of Christina Drlik and Vaclav Drlik, is ranked ninth in the Class
of 2026. As a junior, he received the Rochester Institute of Technology Business
Award, recognizing excellence in business coursework, innovative
problem-solving, community service, and leadership. Inducted into the National
Honor Society, Matthew has actively participated since his appointment,
including stepping up as committee chair for Teacher Appreciation Week. He was
also elected class president during his junior year. A member of East Hampton
High School’s DECA chapter, Matthew has participated in various school events,
such as the Club’s Bingo Night, and also competed in the DECA State
Competition in his junior year, where he was a finalist. Outside of the classroom,
Matthew is also a dedicated athlete. He has been a member of the track and
field team since his freshman year, qualifying for the Shoreline Conference
Championship each year, and even competing in the CIAC State Championship
during his sophomore and junior seasons. In the winter months of his junior and
senior year, Matthew played for Husky Volleyball as a middle blocker. Matthew is
not only a great team member athletically, but he is also committed to his
community. Most notably, he is a member of St. Bridget’s Church, where he
performs altar service every Sunday. This fall, Matthew will be attending the
University of Connecticut, where he plans to study within the School of Business,
with the goal of one day starting and running his own company.

Sofia Aresco
Salutatorian

Jillian Leonardo

Julianna Korczak

Beth Limmer

Aiden Niderno
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Sofia Aresco, daughter of Giovanni Aresco and Sarah Aresco, is the salutatorian
of the Class of 2026. Throughout her high school career, Sofia has taken the role
of student leader and student athlete very seriously. Sofia has played on the East
Hampton High School Girls volleyball team in grades 9 through 12 as a
right-side/middle hitter. Her love of volleyball has extended past the walls of
EHHS with her participation on the Homefield Hawks volleyball travel team. Sofia
served as class secretary all four years and on the advisory committee in grades
11 and 12. She has shown care and compassion to her community by
participating in both the service-based Interact Club and the SAVE Promise Club,
a student-led group designed to empower youth to strengthen school culture
and keep their community safe. Additionally, Sofia has worked as a volunteer at
Colchester Community Theater summer workshops in grades 9 through 11, and
she plans to return this summer to volunteer once again. It’s easy to see why
Sofia was inducted into the National Honors Society as a junior. When asked
what her greatest accomplishment throughout her East Hampton High School
career has been, Sofia referenced the fact that she has been able to balance all
of these activities, maintain exceptional grades, and still be able to take two
classes at Wesleyan University. Taking classes on a college campus, especially a
college such as Wesleyan, was a bit outside of her comfort zone, but she is
grateful for the experience and the growth she made because of it. Sofia plans to
attend the University of Connecticut this fall and has been accepted into their
Honors Program. She plans to pursue a degree in political science with the
ultimate goal of becoming an attorney.

Jillian Leonardo, daughter of Kerri Leonardo, Darin Hurne, Roger Leonardo, and
Jennifer McCarthy, is ranked fourth in the Class of 2026. As a junior, lJillian
received the Rochester Institute of Technology Humanities and Social Sciences
Award and was inducted into the National Honor Society. lillian has
demonstrated exceptional dedication to the performing arts through her four
years in the drama club as both an actor and playbill coordinator, two years in
the a cappella group Voices, eight years as a dancer, and two years on the flag
team. She has also worked as a stage crew member for the East Hampton Center
School musicals, worked backstage for the East Hampton Middle School
musicals, and spent a summer as a set designer for YPCCA. This year, her
commitment to the arts earned her an induction into the Tri-M Music Honor
Society. Last year, she received the Connecticut Halo Award for Best Female Lead
in a Musical for her role in Newsies. Beyond the performing arts, Jillian serves as
an executive producer for The Bellringer News and was nominated for a Fox 61
Student News Award. She is also deeply committed to community service,
serving as a member and Holiday Chair of the Interact Club, a member of the
SAVE Promise Club, and a tutor through the Ringer Writing Center. Jillian further
distinguishes herself as a leader through her roles as an advisory committee
member, student ambassador, and class treasurer. This fall, she will attend
Eastern Connecticut State University, where she has been accepted into the
Honors Program. She plans to study communication, film, and theater with the
goal of becoming either a theater technician or a broadcast journalist.

Julianna Korczak, daughter of Sylwia Faucher and Krzysztof Korczak, is ranked
sixth in the Class of 2026. As a junior, Julianna received the Rensselaer Medal,
awarded to a student who excels in advanced math and science courses while
demonstrating meaningful involvement in extracurricular activities—an honor
that reflects Julianna’s various achievements. Julianna has distinguished herself
through sustained leadership and service and was selected this year for the DAR
Good Citizen Award by faculty for her various commitments to the community.
She was inducted into the National Honor Society as a junior and now serves as
its historian. Julianna has also been the Spanish Club’s secretary since 9th grade
and has volunteered for the Special Olympics since 8th grade. A significant focus
of Julianna’s high school experience has been mental health advocacy. She has
served as president of Bring Change to Mind—a club dedicated to mental health
awareness and substance use prevention—all four years of high school. In this
role, she has coordinated an annual Wellness Day for the entire school, featuring
guest speakers, wellness activities, and a community resource fair. Outside of
school, she has raised funds for the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
through annual walks since 8th grade and works as a teen peer advocate. In
addition to these commitments, Julianna has spent many hours babysitting,
further reflecting her sense of responsibility and care for others. This fall,
Julianna will attend the University of South Carolina, where she plans to study
nursing with the goal of becoming a nurse anesthetist.

Beth Limmer, daughter of Amy Limmer and Jim Limmer, is ranked eighth in the
Class of 2026. As a junior, Beth received the Rochester Institute of Technology
Women in STEM Award in recognition of her outstanding achievement in
science, computing, robotics, and mathematics coursework. For the past three
years, Beth has served as both a founding member and president of the
Technology & Engineering Club. Beth has also proudly mentored both the Center
School LEGO Lions First LEGO League Team and the East Hampton Middle School
PantherBots VEX 1Q Team, helping inspire younger students to pursue STEM
opportunities. Beth has also been an active member of the Environmental Club
for the past four years and has supported the school community as an IT intern
for the past two and a half years. Outside of STEM, Beth is also an accomplished
musician. She has participated in the East Hampton school band program for the
past nine years as both a flute and piccolo player. Beyond school, she is a
member of the Colchester Continentals Fife and Drum Corps and the
Marlborough Junior Ancient Fife and Drum Corps, where, after seven years of
dedication, she now serves as a Fife Sergeant. Beth’s leadership and
commitment, both in and out of school, earned her induction into the National
Honor Society and the Tri-M Music Honor Society during her junior year. She
currently serves as Secretary of the Tri-M Music Honor Society. This fall, Beth will
attend Central Connecticut State University, where she plans to continue
pursuing her passion for STEM by majoring in mechanical engineering.

Aiden Niderno, son of Bethany Niderno and Aaron Niderno, is ranked tenth in
the Class of 2026. In his junior year, Aiden was the recipient of the Rochester
Institute of Technology Science and Math Award, a recognition that he earned
based on the excellence he has consistently demonstrated in both subjects.
Aiden has distinguished himself as both an exceptional student and a dedicated
leader within the school community. He is an active member of the National
Honor Society and a founding member of the Ringer Writing Center, where he
supports his peers in developing their writing skills. Aiden is a talented and
dedicated three-season athlete, competing and serving as captain of each varsity
team he represents. He plays defense on the soccer team, forward on the
basketball team, and takes on multiple events in track and field, focusing
primarily on the high jump, long jump, and hurdle events. Aiden was recognized
as an all-conference athlete for basketball and was one of two students chosen
as a 2026 CAS-CIAC Scholar-Athlete award winner for East Hampton High
School. Beyond athletics, Aiden has been involved in EHHS’s DECA chapter and is
an active member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Aiden takes great pride in his
ability to balance the demands of academics, athletics, and leadership. This fall,
he will attend the University of Connecticut, where he plans to study electrical
engineering. He aspires to build a career with a technology company, focusing on
power systems or semiconductor design.

RE5-22-26




Cobalt HealthCare &
Rehablhtatlon Center

PREMIUM CARE. PERSONALIZED RECOVERY.

Our in-house therapy

B4 LUXURY SUTES | MODERM THERARY WN-HOUSE
ROOMS

Where Cg_wﬁé’m_%@f

m provides personalized,
hands-on care in a comfortable setting
helping residents regain strength, mobility,
and independance.

@

A PLACE TO HEAL

T www.cobalthealthcare.com

O s60-267-9034

A NEWLY RENOVATED FACILITY ' RESPECT & QUALITY OF

: % | SECURE DIGNITY LIFE
Designed for effective recovery Ve satity s Ty ey B
in a warm, welcoming environment. our priarity Ve family avary step of the way
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Jr. Ancient Fife & Drum Corps Looking for Members

For over 60 years, the Marlborough Jr. An-
cient Fife & Drum Corps has been a profes-
sional performing entity representing the town
and keeping the “ancient traditions” of fifing
and drumming alive. Comprised of marchers
and musicians ages 8 to 18, this award-winning
unit is currently recruiting new members from
Marlborough and surrounding towns to join,
particularly now with the nation approaching
its semiquincentennial (250th anniversary).

By joining the corps, kids will have a chance
to visit and perform at significant historical

RHAM Referendum
Next Week

The second RHAM budget referendum will
be held Tuesday, May 26 - and Marlborough
voters can cast ballors at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School, located on School Street. The polls
will be open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

To check your voter status, visit the secretary
of the state’s office at voterregistration.ct.gov or
contact the registrar’s office at 860-295-6206.

Closed for Renovations
The Marlborough tax collector’s office will be
closed for renovations May 26-May 29.
Payments by check (no cash) can be dropped

sites. The Corps operates as a “connected learn-
ing” environment where youth pursue work
as a team and are supported by older peers to
achieve goals together, building important life
skills.

The corps meets Tuesdays, 6:30-8 p.m., at
Marlborough Elementary School. In the sum-
mer, rehearsals will move to Marlborough Con-
gregational Church.

To learn more or to fill out an interest form,
visit MarlboroughJrAncients.com, or stop by a
rehearsal in May.

Memorial Day Parade
Monday

American Legion Post 197 has an-
nounced the Memorial Day Parade will be
on Monday, May 25, at 1:30 p.m.

The parade route is South Main Street,
to the town green at the corner of North
Main Street, and East Hampton Road, after
the parade there will be a ceremony on the
town green honoring are falling veterans.
This is a special year for this event being the
United States 250-year birthday.

In the event of inclement weather, the
ceremony will be held in the Malbrough El-

in the black box outside the Town Hall or paid ementary School.

online at www.marlboroughct.gov.

Accepting New Clients

open 7 days a week

MONDAY - FRIDAY B6AM-BPM
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 6AM -12PM

Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare \

F1ee personalized consultations
HealthCare

Trust our capable team for your | N .—-nh
Associates

0’" Wellness Visits

NS
\2& ——

&9’ Urgent Care

Medicare needs
Dedicated to satisfying customers

Providing exceptional Medicare
solutions & quality plans

Family owned & operated for over 30 years

&8’ Emergency
7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

RE4-24-26

Colchester Veterinary Hospital

364 OLD HARTFORD RD. COLCHESTER CT (860)537-3435

WWW.COLCHESTERVET.NET
RE11-29-24

HURRYIN - SALE ENDS JUNE 17TH!

Sprmg Special!
, Sign up for ANY (%
package for 30
days for the price

of a wash.
(see attendant for details)

PLAYHOUSES
S3IHVHVH

Carefree A-Roof
w/Ramp

saLe $3,947

Carefree Dormer Cottage
w/Ramp

saLe $6,947

Carefree Vinyl Cape
w/Loft & Ramps

sate $12,947

STORAGE BUILDINGS
JUNLINYNL 0OILVd

SALE 15% OFF
In-Stock Poly
Furniture

MREFRgA

SMALL BUILDINGS
47 Years of Building Quality! 1 .800. 3 2 G-S H ED

Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

Carefree Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp

sale $7,947

Carefree Multi-Car
Garage

sale $32,947

Still a few spots left for multi car
garage construction this season!

GAZEBOS
sSvY10dnd

Single

' BASIC [

EXTERIOR
Sale ends June 17, 2026. WASH & DRY

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Two Great Locations:

44 Amston Road, Route éS, Colchester, CT
860_ 5 3 7_43 25 Open 7:00am-7:00pm

7 DAYS A WEEK

RE3-20-26
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CRIMINAL DEFENSE & IMMIGRATION

&
National "‘5
I( College
for DUI

' Defense /.
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S&'

Vwodly Sewing ]726 Stade Of Covecticd

TRUSTED DUI
DEFENSE
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The Marlborough Lions will hold their 42nd
annual ‘Round the Lake 5K Road Race on Sun-
day, May 24. The race will utilize electronic tim-
ing with computerized race results. The race
starts promptly at 10:30 a.m.

The entry fee is $30 and runners must be
registered by the day prior to the race. Shirts
will be guaranteed for those who pre-register
by May 15 with additional shirts provided to
runners as available. There is also a $60 package
price for groups of immediate family members
participating in the race. Same day registrations
need to be signed in by 10 a.m. Runners will
start near the entrance to Blish Park on Park
Road and will proceed on a course, which cir-
cles Lake Terramuggas.

To register, for more information, or if you're

Lions ‘Round the Lake 5K

a business looking to sponsor the event (the
sponsor’s information will be printed on shirts
handed out to runners), call Jean Paul Bolduc
at 860-798-2054 or Ken Hjulstrom at 860-490-
9116. You can register online at RunSignUp.
com and search for Marlborough Lions.

Fishing Derbg Results

Marlborough Parks and Recreation held its
annual Kids’ Fishing Derby on Saturday, May
2nd at Blish Park. Parks and Rec. saw 15 kids
participate, and enjoy a morning of fishing at
Lake Terramuggus.

On the day, Jason Mizesko won First Fish Caught,
and Lincoln Stone won Smallest Fish Caught, Big-
gest Fish Caught and Most Fish Caught.

FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

www.ironchris.com 860-530-1781

MEMORIAL DAY

STRUM UP SOME DINNER!

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT - BAKERY

MUSIC ON THE PATIO

sday - Thursday
:30pm - Close

Sunday
pm ;‘-»_,,.close

S

SADLER’S GIFT CARDS ARE GREAT FOR TEACHERS!

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006

Tuesday - Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm

EATATSADLERS.COM

FRESG

TEQUILA BAR & GRILL

OPEN ALL WEEKEND' |

Friday, May 22" 12-10pm

Saturday, May 23" 12-10pm f

Sunday, May 24" 12-8pm

CLOSED
Monday, May 25”’

860-531.9234

232 New London Rd., Colchester, CT 06415
www.FrescaBarAndGrill.com

Check us [i
out on FB!

FURNITURE & MATTRESS SAVINGS EVENT

.I.
-4
——

TURNING

OUSLES

SI1 NCE

19 36

HAD A GREAT EXPERIENCE
AT GORIN’S! BEST NIGHT’S
SLEEP I'VE HAD IN YEARS.
HIGHLY RECOMMEND!

VERIFIED PURCHASER

BIGSAVINGS

FURNITURE &

MATTRESS COMFORT

+O% INTEREST

IF PAID IN FULL DURING PROMOTION PERIOD

%)gaug}fg_gt —
BLACK Memorial Day Sale

2$1000

SELECT MATTRESS + ADJUSTABLE BASE SETS PBeautyrest

Rest well with our most advanced,

individualized support + motion separation et
+Mo uonseparand'

FREE WHITE GLOVE DELIVERY, SETUP, & REMOVAL"
STEARNS

E@ @ & FOSTER

49 New London Turnpike (860) 887-2579
Norwich, CT 06360 www.gorinsfurniture.com

*Purchase select Beautyrest Black® Hybrid mattresses and save up to $700 in mattress savings.
Plus, save $300 on a Beautyrest Black™ Luxury Adjustable Base or baselogic™ Platinum Adjustable
Base. Savings on both the mattresses and adjustable bases will vary by model and size. Free delivery
on any mattress order $599 or more. See store for more details.

KING KOIL

MATTRESS CO.

%} T~
TEMPUR-PEDIC

FURNITURE & MATTRESSES

RES5-15-26
E—
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Volunteer Opportunity to Run Food Bank

The Marlborough Food Bank is seeking a
dedicated volunteer or volunteers to help sup-
port and run the Food Bank, which is a local
nonprofit organization.

This position entails not only organizing
food donations, stocking shelves, and distrib-
uting food to clients, but also ordering from
Connecticut Food Share, enlisting student
volunteers to assist the stable cadre of volun-

teers, and soliciting new volunteers as needed.

The Food Bank is open each Tuesday of
the week and set up for clients takes place
on Monday mornings. Some lifting of light
to moderately heavy boxes may be necessary
during the Monday set up.

For more information, contact David Pratt
or Dawn Tavoleri via email at marlborough-
foodbank@comcast.net.

FEATURED HOME OF THE WEEK

RE5-22-26

Nestled on 2.5 private acres in a desirable cul-de-sac neighborhood, this beautifully updated
Colonial offers over 3,000 square feet of elegant living space. Featuring stylish updates
throughout, a gorgeous in-ground pool, and a true backyard oasis perfect for entertaining or
relaxing, This exceptional property offers luxury, privacy, and New England charm you won’t
want to miss! Open House Fri. 5/22 4-6PM, Sat. 5/23 11-1, and Sunday 5/24 1-3!

15 Fox Ridge Lane Hebron $799,900

Cathyann Schulte 860-450-2682
cathyann@countrysiderealtyct.com « 860-228-8512

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?
Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty

50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron’'s #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume

**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim's performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty
Cell: 860-463-2563

2l

Email: jimcelio@aol.com

ALLPOINTS REALTY

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. The service is also broadcast live
every Sunday at mcc.marlcongchurch.org and
recorded for later viewing. Church pastor is the
Rev. Valerie Seaver.

Sunday, May 24 service will be led by wor-
ship assistant Gwen Lawson. There is no Sunday
School or childcare on Memorial Day Weekend.

279th Annual Program Meeting: Sunday,
June 7, in the meetinghouse at 11:15 a.m.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays at 7:30
p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall. ACA
meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be May 31. The “Serve the
Lord” luncheon for residents at Florence Lord

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU

COVERED >

Hebron Insurance
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248

Memorial Day Parade 5/25 1:30pm
Town Green, Marlborough

Re-enactment Day 5/30, 10-12:30pm
(1hour guided tours @ 10, 10:30, 11, 11:30)

a3

Re-enactors take you through key people and events in Marlborough’s history. This tour is

Housing will be on Saturday, May 23. Second-
quarter mission-giving will go to the AHM
Mental Health Fund.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop will be closed
Memorial Day weekend, May 22 and 23. It will
reopen Friday, May 29, from noon to 3 p.m,,
and Saturday, May 30, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Follow the shop through Facebook at Second
Blessings Thrift Shop, Marlborough CT for up-
dates. The eBay shop is open year-round at bit.
ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming
faith community and all are welcome. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through
the church website, or mailed to the church at
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more
information on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

RE10-7-22

b mostly outdoors and will walk from the church to the library & cemetery. KQ
H" ~ Marlborough Congregational Church
L Marlborough’s Top Dog Competition 6/7, 1pm

3 Register by May 30. Awards include Top Dog/Founder’s Best Friend for best behavior, Most [El |

Unique Talent/Declaration of Independence, & Liberty Look-Alike (owner/dog dress-up).

Richmond Memorial Library

RE4-10-26

Patriotic Displays on the Town Green June 26-28
Create a patriotic display to decorate the Town Green! Entry is $10 per family, business, or
group. Win prizes! Register at the library or online.

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 « Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

July 4" Party at the Park and Lake Parades 7/4, 10am-dark

Patriotic boat parades at 10am & 1pm, music under the Pavilion, a bonfire, and more! Gather
with neighbors, bring hot dogs and s’'mores, and watch the skies as the evening ends.

Blish Park

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Fresh - Natural -Delicious ’ Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm ‘
FarmersiMMarket

Hosted by/Zina’s/Cucina
Starting June!3:throughOctober;14:
Wednesdaysifrom|4:-7pm
Located onithe/Town|Green
. ~ SNAP/,WIC//Seniors/coupons/are/accepted by/our,farmers. I
Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday
11:30aM-4:00rMm

10% OFF Your
_ Lunch w/this Ad

Money in the US Colonial and Confederation Period 7/19, 1pm
Discover how money worked in early America—from colonial trade to the first U.S. coins.
¥ Marlborough Arts Center

Framing American Democracy- Radical Roots 8/1, 2pm

Take a virtual tour of the Wadswaorth’s exhibit and explore CT’s role in America’s story
through art. Led by docent Christi Moraga.

Marlborough Senior Center

Marlborough Day 8/23, 10am-4pm
Marlborough Pride! Join neighbors for a day of activities, food trucks, train rides, and more.
Blish Park

Marlborough Jr. Ancient Fife & Drum Corps Parade & Muster 9/19, 11am
Fifes & Drums from across New England will march down N Main, led by Marlborough’s own.
Parade route covers Pettingill/N Main St. to Blish Park

250" Anniversary of American Beer 9/24, 6:30pm
Join illustrator & author Em Sauter for a lively look from Plymouth Rock to modern craft brews.
Richmond Memorial Library

Gathering on the Green 12/5, sunset

Marlborough’s annual Holiday tradition! See the decorated fire
truck parade, visit with Santa, and watch the fireworks.

Town Green

Celebrating Community, Then and Now

3 WWW, zinascucina.com

RE5-22-26
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Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior cen-
ter for a list of regularly occurring weekly and
monthly programs, such as billiards, chair mas-
sage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s Disease
Exercise Class, blood pressure screenings, and
more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. Holiday
Closing: The center will be closed Monday, May
25, in observance of Memorial Day.

Events: Birthday Club: May birthdays will
be celebrated May 26 from 1-2 p.m., with cake.
Open to all friends and family. It does not have
to be your birthday month to celebrate. How-
ever, if it is please RSVP.

Caregiver Guide to Fall Prevention:
Wednesday, May 27, noon-1 p.m. Join the rehab
director of the Visting Nurses of the Lower Val-
ley in this informative hands-on presentation on
falls. Learn practical ways to reduce the risk of
falls, common causes, etc.

What I Need to Know About My Electric
Choices: Friday, May 29, 11 a.m. AARP will
present on how to read your bill, where to go
for reliable electric rate information and more.
Bring your bill. Low-income discount available
for those who qualify.

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement
and exercises are drawn from body building,
yoga, ballet and more. June session dates: 6/4,
6/11, 6/18, 6/28, 5-7 p.m..Fee: $40/residents,
$48/non-residents. RSVP by 6/1.

Aging Vocab: Tuesday, June 2, 5-6 p.m. Come
learn the aging medical lingo with Marlborough
Healtand Rehab and Addison Place. Light re-
freshments provided.

MES Band Practice: Wednesday, June 10, 10
a.m. Students from the fifth grade band will per-
form a practice show. Coffee will be served.

Classical Guitarist to
Perform at Arts Center

American classical guitarist Nick Cutroneo
will perform Friday, May 22, at the 4th Friday @
the Arts Café, hosted by the Marlborough Arts
Center, 231 North Main St.

Doors open at 7 p.m. and the concert begins
at 7:30 p.m. BYOW and nibbles to dine on. Oth-
er non-alcoholic beverages are available. Marl-
borough Arts Center is handicapped-accessible.

For more information, visit www.marlbor-
ougharts.org, email info@marlborougharts.org
or call 860-467-6353.

Resident Graduates
Stella Henderson of Marlborough recently
graduated from Stonehill College in Easton,
Mass.

SRLS

Div. of RLS Global
Consulting Inc., Serving the
Community for 40 years.

&= TAX & BUSINESS | &
E - SERVICES

10% off Veteran Discounts
20% off Senior Discounts
Richard Shonk
860-295-9343 » 860-543-0523 ()

Got Dead Trees?
CALL US TODAY!

Call for Tree
Removal

Senior Citizen
Discounts

Stump Grinding
Dumpsters
Available

Lawn Expansions
& Landscape
Rejuvenation

Fully Insured

Over 30 Years Experience

Truck Service
Available

LIKE US ON

860-220-3786

AHM Grandparent Class: Are you a new
grandparent or feel out of touch with this gen-
eration? Come join the conversation on Friday
June 12th at 11 a.m.

Lunch and Tour of the Residence at Glaston-
bury: June 16; call the senior center for more
information. Transportation available.

Friendship Tours: Lighthouse Cruise: Aug.
12, $156pp, 18+, open to all towns. Prior to
cruise, enjoy brunch at Quonset ‘O’ Club. 10:15
a.m. departure, 7 p.m. return. RSVP by July 10.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for
the complete transportation policy.

Homeowners Elderly/Disabled Tax Relief
Program: Property tax credits are available to
qualified households 65+ or disabled. For more
information, call the assessor’s office at 860-
295-6201; for application assistance, call the se-
nior center. Deadline to apply: May 15.

Energy Assistance and Eversource Dis-
counts: Income-based. Contact the center for
an appointment. For energy assistance, the ap-
plication deadline is May 29.

RTC To Host Bingo

The Marlborough Republican Town Com-
mittee will host a night of bingo Friday, May 29,
at the American Legion, 128 East Hampton Rd.
Doors open at 6 p.m., and bingo starts at 6:30

p.m.

There will be cash and gift prizes, and Tea
Cup raffles. Food, snacks, and refreshments will
be provided.

Advance tickets are $20; tickets at the door
are $25.

For more information or to reserve your
spots, call or text Zina at 860-798-6038.

LEGAL NOTICE
MARLBOROUGH ZONING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Zoning Commission will hold the following
Public Hearing Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 7:00 PM at the Town
Hall, 26 No Main Street
APPLICATION #Z-02-26-Zoning Amendment Committee
1. Article Six F.4c.2 floating zone minimum road
frontage
2. Article Six F 4.C.4 Floating Zone minimum lot
size
3. Article Six F.4.C.9 Floating Zone open space
4. Article Six F.4.C. 13 Floating Zone permitted
user DMR, ALD, & PRRD - minimum land area
per unit
Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and
written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use Depart-
ment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.
ERIC COLANTONIO, ZONING COMMISSION CHAIR

2TB 5/22, 5/29

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program descrip-
tions or to register, visit www.marlboroughct.
gov. For more information, call 860-295-6203.

Youth Programs: Netto Summer Day Camp:
For grades K-7. June 22-Aug. 14, at Blish Park.
Campers will enjoy camp games, arts & crafts,
swimming, sports, field trips and special events.
All campers are supervised by counselors and
lifeguards trained in CPR/First Aid. Fee per
week is $185/resident, $195/non-resident.

Swim Lessons: Begin the week of June 29. All
lesson levels are offered. All lessons are held at
Blish Park. Fee is $65/resident, $70/non-resi-
dent.

Lego - Radical Rides: June 23-27 at Marl-
borough Elementary School. Ages 5-7 are 8:30-
11:30 a.m., and ages 7-12 are noon-3 p.m. Fee is
$155/resident, $160/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: Saturday, June 27, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Designed to
prepare students in grades 6-8 to be safe when
they’re home alone, watching younger siblings
or babysitting. Fee is $140/resident, $145/non-
resident.

Skyhawks Basketball Camp: June 22-26,
9 a.m.-3 p.m., at MES. For boys and girls ages
7-12. Fee is $185/resident, $190/non-resident.

Skyhawks Camp (Soccer, Baseball and Bas-
ketball): June 29-July 2 at MES. Mini-Hawk, for
ages 4-6, is 9 a.m.-noon, and Multi-Sport, for
ages 7-10, is 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fee is $130/residents,

$135/non-residents.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up,
English or Western style instruction. The les-
sons are private and are an hour in length. The
lessons days and times are flexible. The instruc-
tor will contact you upon registration to set up
lesson day and time. Fee is four lessons for $175/
residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Tai Chi: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1-2 p.m.,
at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resi-
dent, $45/non-resident.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays, noon-12:45
p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is $40/
resident, $45/non-resident.

Zumba: Thursdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m., at Marl-
borough Senior Center. Fee is $50/resident,
$55/non-resident, or a $10 drop-in fee. Class
instruction provided by Anna Boose.

Adult Drop-In Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10
p.m., at MES. Fee is $5 per week. Session runs
until June 2.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and
Tues/Thurs, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. Open to all
levels of play. Registration is free.

Trip: Boston Red Sox vs. New York Mets:
Saturday, July 11, 4:10 p.m. game at Citi Field
in New York. Trip includes: a charter bus, ticket
to the game, cookout at the stadium, games and
prizes on the bus. Fee is $185 (400-level seating),
or $255 (lower-level seating). Bus picks up/drops
off at Putnam park and ride in Glastonbury.

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
George S. Mukuka, Bill Gilles is deacon John
McKaig is senior deacon retired. Heather Man-
cini is church secretary and can be reached at
860-295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked
to call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p-m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Faith Formation Programs: Vacation Bible
School will be Aug. 3-7, from 9 a.m.-noon dai-
ly. The theme is “Armour of God.” Details may
be found on the church website. Cindy Bryan,
Eileen Gilles and Helena Thomas lead the pro-
grams for grades K-10, to include a high school
youth group. Registration for the new academic
year will be during the summer. Stay tuned on
the church website with further information.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community

7

Hebron

¢ Car Wash

WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash

18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

| 860-228-WASH OPEN 24/7

RE5-126 g

J

PUCH
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

As we honor our heroes who have fought
for our freedom, let’s celebrate
the unofficial beginning of summer!

Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-
ish fellowship. The annual church picnic is on
Sunday, June 14, from noon-3 p.m.

Community Outreach and Service: The
Community Giving Garden is starting up and
meets Mondays at 5 p.m. The garden yields
fresh produce delivered weekly to the Marlbor-
ough Food Bank. All May, the church is holding
a a baby shower to support Caring Families in
Willimantic and a fundraiser supporting Birth-
Right in East Hartford. On Saturday, June 6,
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., the church will host a drive
for Journey Home, where gently-used house-
hold goods, new bed pillows and gently used
furniture are accepted for those who are transi-
tioning to sustainable housing; see details on the
church website. Food drives are held weekly for
the Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul in
Middletown. Other scheduled service opportu-
nities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Fill your Propane Tanks for $19.95

(20 Ib grill tank)

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

[ HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT8-3 |

aaaaaaaaa

- ~
DESCOVER

RE2-28-25

Check out our Used Car Selection on our website:
www.northeastautoandtruck.com

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8am-5pm 860-295-9517

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com
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Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
full program descriptions, and a list of recurring
weekly activities, see the online senior newslet-
ter at hebronct.com/town-departments/senior-
center, or call the center at 860-228-1700. Reg-
istration is required for all programs, unless
noted, by calling the center.

Free Lunch & Learn - Mental Health as We
Age: Wednesday, June 3rd at Noon. Presented
by Kara Caouette, LPC Masonicare Outpatient
Services, sponsored by Marlborough Health
Center. Join us for a free lunch while you learn
about mental health as we age. The lunches
choices are either turkey or tuna deli sandwich,
chips, and a cookie, space is limited so please
sign-up early. The presentation is here at the
Senior Center. You must pre-register by Friday,
May 29th if you want lunch, but you can still
come and listen even if you don’t plan on having
lunch, 860-228-1700

Sunshine Singers Kick-Off to Summer Con-
cert: Thursday, July 2, 11:30 a.m. The group will
be singing a variety of songs sure to make you
sing along as you head into summer. The con-
cert is free, light refreshments served.

Weekly Shopping Trips: Fridays at 11 a.m.
Pre-registration is required by noon the day be-

fore. Call 860-228-1700. Schedule: May 29, Stop
& Shop; June 5, Big Y; June 12, Walmart; June
19, Stop & Shop; June 26, Big Y.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior
center.

Monday through Friday: Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on
Fridays.

Mondays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.

Tuesdays: Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-
11:45 a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards),
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m.
(pre-registration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.

Thursdays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Yoga,
9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 a.m.;
Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 12:45-3:15
p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with Paul
Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m;
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
theworshipcenterct.org and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TheWorshipCenterConnecticut and
on YouTube at www.youtube.com/@thewor-
shipcenter9733.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World” All adults welcome.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Next class is June 4.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited
every first and third Friday of the month from
6:30-9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: June 5.

Kingdom Women: Clothing Sale Fundraiser:
Saturday, June 6, noon-3 p.m. The Women’s
Ministry will hold a Pre-Loved Clothing Sale
Fundraiser to raise funds for the summer retreat
at Ender’s Island. Drop off your clean, gently
worn clothes, shoes, and handbags.

June Fellowship Luncheon: Sunday, June 7,
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. All are welcome to come
following the 10 a.m. service.

Juneteenth Weekend Coming Up

All are welcome to attend two special events
celebrating Juneteenth in Hebron.

On Friday, June 19, at 6:30 p.m., there will be
a special performance at St. Peter’s Church (in a
collaboration between the Sanctuary Perform-
ing Arts and CoDE). Actor Fred Morsell will
give a portrayal of Frederick Douglass, read-
ing his famous speech, “What to a Slave is the
Fourth of July”

This speech was given by Frederick Douglass
to the Rochester Ladies’ Anti-Slavery Society
on July 5, 1852, criticizing the chasm between
Americas founding principles and the institu-
tion of slavery. Douglass lamented that Inde-
pendence Day wasn't a day of celebration for
enslaved people.

Since 1985, actor and orator Fred Morsell has
portrayed Frederick Douglass in performances
across the country. Accolades of his perfor-
mance can be found in featured articles by The
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Washington
Post, Smithsonian Magazine, and others across
the country.

“It is a great honor to have such an accom-
plished actor come to Hebron - all the way
from Montana - to help us commemorate Ju-
neteenth and our country’s 250th anniversary,”
said the Rev. Ron Kolanowksi, rector of St. Pe-
ter’s Church.

For tickets ($20/adults, $5/youth), visit www.
zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/juneteenth-3.

* % %

The next day, on Saturday, June 20, Hebron’s

fifth annual Juneteenth Celebration will be held
from noon-3 p.m. at the Peters House, 150 East
St. (in Burnt Hill Park) in Hebron. This is a col-
laboration among the Coalition on Diversity &
Equity (CoDE), the Peters family, and the Town
of Hebron.

The event is being organized by members of
the Peters family, descendants of Cesar Peters
— an enslaved man who lived and worked as
a skilled laborer in Hebron and with his wife
Lois raised a family. Their story of gaining free-
dom and purchasing property — and starting a
legacy that continues today in the form of their
descendants - is an important part of Hebron’s
(and America’) history.

At the Juneteenth Celebration, there will be
singing, drumming and dance, storytelling,
spoken word, children’ activities, soul food and
dessert, and discussions about the lives of Cesar
Peters and his descendants.

* ok %

Juneteenth is a national holiday that com-
memorates the end of slavery in the United
States. It marks the day in 1865 when a Union
Army general arrived in Texas with 2,000 sol-
diers and informed over 250,000 Black Ameri-
cans enslaved in Texas that slavery had been
abolished following the conclusion of the Civil
War. This was two and a half years after Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation
had declared that “all persons held as slaves ...
henceforward shall be free”

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St.
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Services are at 8 a.m. (Tradi-
tional Rite 1) and 10 a.m. (Rite 2 with music and
choir). A coffee hour is held following each service.
Sunday School is offered at the 10 a.m. service.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m. Connects parishioners and friends via
Zoom for an online social gathering.

Tag Sale: June 5 and 6 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. St.
Peter’s giant, annual tag sale of household items
will be held. Information regarding donations
including acceptable items will be available
shortly. If you wish to donate items, contact the
office at 860-228-3244. A portion of the pro-
ceeds from the tag sale will benefit the Coalition
on Diversity and Equity (CoDE).

Comedy Performance - A Lesbian Tells:
Friday, June 12, 6 p.m. All are invited to listen
to stories by comedian Elizabeth McCain. Pre-
sented by St. Peter’s Church and the Coalition
on Diversity and Equity (CoDE). Registration

link at www.stpetershebron.com.

Blood Drive: Thursday, June 18, 1-6 p.m.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope homeless shel-
ter in Willimantic.

Recurring Meetings: Contact the church for
more information on the following: Balance
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5; Connect:
Mondays at 2 p.m.; Virtual Zoom Coffee Hour:
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. — contact office for ac-
cess information; Choir: Wednesdays at 6 p.m.;
Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays at 4
p.m.

Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds,
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy,
Pastoral Care and Vestry. The Women’s Club
typically meets the 3rd or 4th Sunday each
month for crafting and fellowship. The St. Pe-
ter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning
group meets the third Thursday of each month
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join.

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF HEBRON
ANNUAL BUDGET REFERENDUM
May 26, 2026
The electors and voters of the Town of Hebron, Connecticut, and any other persons entitled to vote upon any matters contained in the
notice are hereby notified and warned to vote in the Annual Budget Referendum to be held at Hebron Elementary School, 92 Church
Street in Hebron between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 26, 2026.
1. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2026-2027 BUDGET
OF $44,018,872 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
2. SHALL THE TOWN OF HEBRON APPROVE A FY 2026-2027 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM BUDGET OF $694,789 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE?
Voters approving the recommendation of the Board of Finance will vote “Yes” and those opposing the recommendation of the
Board of Finance will vote “No”.
Absentee ballots will be available from the Town Clerk’s Office.
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut this 13th day of May 2026.
HEBRON TOWN COUNCIL
Tiffany V. Thiele, Chair
Jan Lawrence, Vice Chair
Keith Petit
Claudia Tejada Riley
Sean Fitzgerald
TOWN OF HEBRON BOARD OF FINANCE RECOMMENDED BUDGET May 26, 2026
ADOPTED ADOPTED PROPOSED
Expenditures Expenditures  Expenditures
2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027
EXPENDITURES
Town Government $ 9,646,664 $ 10,002,479 $ 10,675,626
Contr. to Capital Improvement 1,176,734 489,736 $ 565,936
Contr. to Open Space Acq. 100,000 50,000
Contr. to Capital Projects 133,650 467,040 $ 199,471
Contr. to Revaluation 40,000
Debt Service 843,216 597,646 $ 539,759
TOWN GOV'T SUB TOTAL 11,940,264 11,606,901 $ 11,980,792
Hebron Board of Education 13,663,914 14,336,533 $ 15,323,930
RHAM Assessment 15,275,896 16,351,546 $ 16,490,307
RHAM Debt Service 210,707 215521 $ 223,843
Total General Government $ 41,090,781 $ 42,510,501 $ 44,018,872
REVENUES ADOPTED ADOPTED PROPOSED
Revenues Revenues Revenues
2024-2025 2025-2026 2026-2027
General Government $ 1,260,855 $ 1,464,386 $ 1,337,264
Other State Revenues 492,924 727,240 $ 986,303
Educational Cost Sharing Grant 5,997,693 5,997,693 $ 5,997,693
One Time State Revenue BOE $ 239,908
One Time State Revenue Town $ 30,258
Debt Management Contribution 862,000
Fund Balance Contribution 500,000 500,000 $ 250,000
Back Taxes / Lien Fees 400,000 400,000 $ 1,200,000
Tax Revenue 31,577,309 33,421,182 33,977,446
$ 41,090,781 $ 42,510,501 $ 44,018,872
MILL RATE:
Real Estate/Personal Property 34.50 36.85 37.31
Motor Vehicle 32.46 32.46 32.46
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM BUDGET 2026-2027
Fire Panel - Hebron Elementary School $96,000
Replace Rescue 110 and Engine 110 w/ Rescue Pumper Lease/Purchase - Year 1 $153,100
Road Resurfacing and Road Improvements $350,689
Mason Dump Truck (Replace Truck 5) $95,000
Total Recommended CIP Budget $694,789
PROPOSED CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM REVENUES 2026-2027
Balance from Previous Appropriations $15,929
LOCIP Funding $101,524
Funding from Other Sources: Public Safety Fund $11,400
General Fund Contribution $565,936
Total Recommended Revenue $694,789
1TB 5/22

HIC 0641273
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ENTERPRISE LLC

HOME IMPROVEMENT

(860) 995-8596

Showroom:
35 West High St
East Hampton, CT 06424
Email: andrew@pielallc.com
Website: www.pielallc.com

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

our Services:

« Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -

REMODELING

Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space

Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections

Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

CIT 4-2-26

Tailored to your needs
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Town Council: “We Are Here to Cut’

By Toriana Williams

Following meetings last week by the Board of
Finance and Town Council, residents are set to
vote again on a proposed 2026-27 budget. This
time, the proposal totals $44.02 million, a 3.55%
increase over the current year.

Taxpayers will also be tasked with voting on
whether to approve the proposed capital im-
provement program (CIP) budget of $695,000.

Voting will take place Tuesday, May 26, from
6 a.m.- 8 p.m., at Hebron Elementary School.

The proposed local Board of Education bud-
get, after $300,000 in reductions made last week
by the finance board, now sits at $15.33 million,
a 6.89% increase over current year spending.
The general government spending proposal is
now $11.98 million, or a 3.22% increase over
the current year, following $200,000 in reduc-
tions the Board of Finance made last week.

The other major component of the $44.02
million budget package is Hebron’s share of the
proposed RHAM schools budget. That share
is now $17.58 million, an increase of $629,142
over the current year.

The new proposed mill rate is 37.31, com-
pared to the current year’s 36.85.

The Town Council discussed where to cut
spending at a lengthy meeting last Wednesday,
May 13, which featured pointed public criticism
and line-by-line budget negotiations.

The previous spending plan was $44.96 mil-
lion, or a 5.77% increase over current year
spending. Voters soundly rejected the proposal
at a May 5 referendum, by a 1,817 to 589 tally.
The proposed $791,689 CIP budget also failed,
with voters rejecting it 1,552 to 851.

Residents Challenge Budget

Motions to forward the newly revised budgets
came at a May 13 Town Council meeting, after
residents challenged the council’s process, criti-
cized the Hebron Board of Education for what
several speakers described as insufficient cuts, and
urged leaders not to reduce emergency services.

“The town has a fundamental responsibility
to provide essential services to the residents,
including fire and EMS coverage,” said resident
Nick Fisher. “Were not talking about turf fields,

lawnmowers or purchasing property — we're
talking about ambulances”

This was not the first time residents have
pleaded with the council to restore a $63,000 re-
duction from the Hebron Fire Department. Fire
Chief Peter Starkel led the charge at a previous
meeting where he outlined the impacts, which
included a 24-hour-period with no coverage,
minimal to no staffing at town events and loss
of revenue.

Councilor Sean Fitzgerald, a Republican, lat-
er said, “The citizens have spoken on that one.
They want an ambulance available 24 hours a
day, seven days of the week” The council then
decided to restore $32,000 in funding to main-
tain 24-hour ambulance coverage and prevent a
gap in service.

The council meeting occurred minutes after
a Board of Finance meeting at which residents
were not allowed to speak — something that some
speakers addressed in their own comments.

Resident Craig Donacki questioned whether
concerns about Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) compliance had limited public discus-
sion at the earlier meeting.

“There’s a fear. ... is it a fear of getting sued?”
Donacki asked. “The public needs to be heard.
... processes need to change. I'm still a ‘no’ vote.”

Resident Terry McManus criticized what he
viewed as a lack of leadership and limited public
engagement.

“I don’t want to be led by Freedom of Infor-
mation Act. I want to be led by a bunch of lead-
ers, McManus said. “Gosh darn it, you got a
town in trouble here. ... I need leadership, and
I'm not seeing it

McManus also criticized the school budget
and said, “I did not see the Board of Education
do any work. And they’re going to end up pos-
sibly getting a 6% raise while everyone else cut.
Let’s get real”

Resident Maryanne Leichter said the pro-
posed $200,000 reduction to the town side of
the budget was deeply troubling.

“The town budget has been cut to ribbons,”
she said. “We have buildings that need repairs,

The Commons CDC is soliciting Request
for Qualifications (RFQ) for Contractors to
repurpose the historic Rectory building
Into a two unit building located at
60 Church Street, Hebron.

The development will most likely be funded
through the Connecticut Housing Finance
Authority, State of Connecticut, Department of
Housing, and State Historic Preservation Office.

Contractors who wish to be considered and
have the experience and capacity to provide
the required services shall obtain a copy of the
RFQ submission instructions by contacting
liztorres@housingsmarts.com on or before
May 25, 2026 at 12 p.m.

RFQ submissions shall be delivered
electronically via email to liztorres@
housingsmarts.com on or before
May 29, 2026 at 12:00pm
For questions, contact Liz Torres at
liztorres@housingsmarts.com.

Owner reserves the right to accept any submittal
or to reject any submittal and to waive any
informalities or irregularities in the submittal.

Commons CDC, Inc. is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportunity Employer and small,
minority and woman owned businesses

are encouraged to apply.

a fire department that’s asking to be covered for
our events... I personally don’t think I can vote
for this budget”

Final Budget Cuts

After public comment, Council Chair Tiffany
Thiele, a Democrat, acknowledged the support
for town services and emphasized the council’s
mission. “I do appreciate the support for the
town government budget,” Thiele began.

She then cited results from the previous ref-
erendum. “1,692 - that’s the number of people
who told us the town government budget is too
high. Another number, 1,439. That’s the number
of people who told us that the CIP is too high.
So we are here to cut, because that is what tax-
payers have told us that they require us to do”

Thiele said both the town operating budget
and capital improvement plan were on the table.

Interim Town Manager Donna Lanza walked
council members through a list of possible ad-
justments that could be made to the budget. She
said the goal was to avoid service reductions
where possible and focus instead on delaying
capital projects that could be handled later.

“None of these are ideal. We're just pushing it
down the road,” Lanza said. “We need to main-
tain our buildings, our infrastructure and our
equipment.”

Among the possible reductions discussed in-
cluded eliminating an $80,000 placeholder for
a future staffing position, moving a Parks and

Recs office assistant salary to a special revenue
fund, delaying a road saw purchase and public
works flooring replacement, reducing the first-
year lease payment on a new fire truck, postpon-
ing fire department radio and hose purchases
and delaying parks equipment and field repairs.

As discussions progressed, Thiele identified
what she viewed as straightforward reductions.
“Moving the office assistant from fund one to
fund four - that seems like a pretty easy move,”
she said.

She also backed removing the staffing place-
holder. “It’s incumbent on a new town manager
coming in to tell us what positions we need and
what we may not”

Councilor Keith Petit, a Republican, ultimate-
ly proposed a combination of cuts that brought
the town to its $200,000 target. These included
removing the $80,000 staffing placeholder, mov-
ing the Parks and Rec’s salary line and reducing
the fire truck lease by roughly $96,900.

After a brief recess to update numbers, the
council returned and unanimously approved
both the operating budget and capital plan.

Vice Chair Jan Lawrence, a Democrat, then
read the final capital budget, which included
projects for the fire panel at Hebron Elemen-
tary School for $96,000, a rescue pumper re-
placement for $153,100, road resurfacing and
improvements for $350,689 and a mason dump
truck replacement for $95,000.

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. Also, there is a once-a-month Men’s Bi-
ble Study, with two day/time options to attend:
the first Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m., or
the second Saturday of the month at 8 a.m.

R

RHAM

YOOUTH BRASESRLL

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all faiths. Registration for
summer camp (ages 5-12) is open now. For
more information, call director Jennifer John-
son at 860-228-5134. Application forms are at
www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
Open food pantry days held to distribute food
staples, household and hygiene items as well as
Bibles and prayers. All are welcome. For more in-
formation about donating or participating in food
pantry days, call the church at 860-228-1152.

R

HEBRON ANDOVER MARLBOROUGH

MANY THANKS TO:

Blackledge Country Club

Gina Marie’s

Paul's Auto Repair

River East Power Equipment
Hebron Veterinary Hospital
Hebron ACE

Discovery Zone

Natchaug Schools

Ted's IGA

Dupre Electric LLC

O’Connell Wealth Management
Hebron Lions

Marlborough Family Dental
Mosquito Shield of Central CT
Redi-Rooter of East Hampton
The Farm at Carter Hill

Mike Corona & The Batter’s Box
Wooster Street Pizza

J. Gilberts & the Riley family
Hebron Mini Golf

Rob Sullivan & Family

Hebron & Marlborough Police Department
Hebron Volunteer Fire Dept.
Marlborough Volunteer Fire Dept.
Dick’s Sporting Goods & ADStarr
Hills Farm Beef

Brain Freezers

John Dufour & JDS Photography
Symmetry Physical Therapy
Bricco’s Trattoria

River Valley Roofing

Georgia’s Restaurant and Pizza
Hebron Wine & Spirits

Fournier Irrigation

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Generous Event Sponsors!

On behalf of RHAM Youth Baseball, we would like to express our sincere appreciation to
our wonderful sponsors for their support of our recent Spring Swing Golf Tournament.
Your contributions played a crucial role in making this event a tremendous success!
The impact of your support and generosity allows us to continue to support the kids in
our program and community. Thanks to your generous donations we have successfully
enhanced our baseball facilities. The upgrades have included brand new batting cages
at Burnt Hill Park, field lighting at Veteran’s Memorial Park, and many more. These
improvements will help young athletes develop skills, increase confidence, and enrich the
sports experience in our community for years to come!

Thank you for being part of these important milestones!

Sincerely,
RHAM YOUTH BASEBALL

Colchester Vet

Hebron Center Dentistry

Dryer Vent Cleaners of CT
Scooter Bugs Ice Cream

Chris Cote’s Golf

Colebrook Village at Hebron
Sayulita & the Williams family
Paquette Roofing

Spare Time Entertainment

Flour Girl Bakery

Good Hair Day Salon

Michael Poncini

John Melzen & Family
Supercharged powered by Mohegan Sun
Berkshire Hathaway (Beata Gadomski)
Somnio Financial Group

Century Tolland Foundation/Donny Marshall
Charity Classic

B & W Paving

Three Fellas Pizza

Total Pay Inc.

Noah’s Arc Electric

Snow’s Landscaping and Concrete
Dan’s Small Engine Repair
Mangiafico Family

Streamline Generator

Wicked Slice, Hebron

Grundmann Landscaping

Zina’s Cucina

Moore Wellness Solutions

The Ralston Family

All Dry Services

Rich Veilleux and family
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Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 860-
228-3077. The church office is open at the GCC
Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Worship: Sunday worship is at 10 a.m., fol-
lowed by coffee hour at 11 a.m. Services can
also be viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/
GileadChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.
com/GileadChurchUCC.

This Week’s Scheduled Events/Meetings:
Saturday, 5/23 — Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m.
(Fellowship Hall); Sunday, 5/24 - Gilead to Go
Meals Planning Meeting at 11:30 a.m. (Fellow-
ship Hall Classroom); Monday, 5/25 - Church
Office Closed in Honor of Memorial Day (No
Bible Study); Tuesday, 5/26 — AA Meeting at
7:30 p.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 5/27
- Wise Warrior Yoga at 9:30 a.m. (Fellowship
Hall); Wednesday, 5/27 - Book Group at 10:45
a.m. (Fellowship Hall); Wednesday, 5/27 — Choir
Practice at 7 p.m. (Gilead Church’s sanctuary)

Upcoming Events and General Announce-
ments: Wise Warrior Yoga: The group will re-

convene Saturday, May 23, at 9:30 a.m., in Gil-
ead’s Fellowship Hall.

Confirmation Sunday: At worship this Sun-
day, May 24, at 10 a.m., the church will celebrate
the confirmation of several of Gilead’s youth.
All are welcome.

Children’s Sunday: Worship on Sunday, June
14, at 10 a.m., will celebrate the participation
and accomplishments of the youth in Gilead’s
Sunday School and Youth Group programs
throughout the year.

Summer Hours to Start: On Sunday, June 21,
the church will transition to its summer hours,
with worship at 9:30 a.m. and Coffee Hour at
10:30 a.m. Watch for dates for the once-monthly
outdoor worship summer services.

Card-Making with Gayle: Sunday, June 28,
11:30 a.m. Create one-of-a-kind seasonal cards
for $15, with a portion of proceeds benefitting
the Connecticut Food Bank.

Summer Potluck and Prayer Gatherings:
All are invitrd for two special evenings of food,
fellowship, and prayer this summer. Just bring a
sweet or savory cookout dish to share. The first
gathering is Wednesday, July 22, at 6 p.m.

See More Hebron News, Section 2, page 5
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* Tree-Climbing, cont. from page 1
about how I could put my own spin on it;” he
said. “Engaging pop culture or something along
those lines to hook the students in”

Underwood first discovered Trestle Tree
equipment while student teaching in Mans-
field nearly 10 years ago. “When I was student
teaching ... my cooperating teacher had all of
this equipment,” he explained. “And I saw it as a
great opportunity when I got into a position to
bring this to a school”

When Underwood arrived at MES, the set-
up was much smaller. “It started as just a few
of these yellow and red trestles,” he said. Over
time, the program grew piece by piece.

As funding became available through the
school’s PTO, grants and physical education
budget, Underwood continued to expand the
course. “The eventual goal is to get this com-
pletely across the gym,” he said. “Like a New
York City grid system.

The school purchases equipment through
Gerstung International, a Maryland-based
company that specializes in movement educa-
tion. “We have had large truckloads of equip-
ment come in,” Underwood said. “The owner
of the company drove equipment here himself
from Maryland when shipping costs have got-
ten too high”

The project has become one of the school’s
most exciting programs. “The students look for-
ward to this all year long,” Underwood said. For
many students, the course becomes a chance to
overcome fears.

“I do have students from year to year who
struggle with the idea of getting up and climb-
ing,” he explained. Instead of forcing students
into difficult obstacles, he works with them step
by step. “We work on just simple movements
that can help them advance,” he said. Students
who feel nervous about climbing high can begin
with lower equipment closer to the floor.

“We're a foot off the floor on that green trian-
gle,” Underwood said, pointing to a nearby set up
with an obstacle only a bit off the ground. “Can
you just move in a triangle around that one-foot
bar, just to get accustomed to being off the floor?”
Then comes the next challenge. “Okay, now that
you can do that, can you go one step further?” he
asked. Over time, confidence grows.

“Some of my most fearful young students
are my best climbers years down the road,” he
shared. “Because theyre accustomed to this,
and they feel so comfortable now.”

The Trestle Tree program is designed around

both movement goals and “mind goals” Stu-
dents learn balance, flexibility, muscular endur-
ance and safe movement. But they are also chal-
lenged to think creatively and solve problems.

Underwood often asks students to figure out
multiple ways to move through the same ob-
stacle. “Avery could crawl across this ladder,
but she could also go under,” he explained. “She
could also walk across. She could sit and scoot
or straddle and scoot across.”

The climbing course also teaches communi-
cation. Because only two students are allowed
on each piece of equipment at one time, stu-
dents must cooperate constantly. “If there were
another student here, they would have to think
about, okay, who’s going first, who's going sec-
ond?” he said.

Students share space, help one another and
communicate strategies. These lessons even
connect to academics.

“There are correlations and connections be-
tween academic performance and when stu-
dents are moving, Underwood said. During
state testing season, he noticed students became
more focused after climbing.

“There’s such a high level of focus that’s re-
quired for this,” he said. “You have to be ex-
tremely engaged in what youre doing, similar
to the way you have to be engaged in what
you're doing in the classroom.”

The Trestle Tree program would not exist
without strong community support from Marl-
borough. Underwood credited the Marlborough
PTO for helping fund the project year after
year. “The PTO has been amazing,” he said. The
school’s annual fun run raises thousands of dol-
lars that are reinvested into student programs.

“The fun run in recent years has raised as
much as $35,000,” Underwood explained. Each
year, the PTO works with Underwood to deter-
mine which parts of the program need expan-
sion.

“One year, I said I was looking for more A-
frames and implements,” he said. “The next
year, I said if I really want to go east and west
rather than north and south, now we need more
mats””

The support from families and administrators
has allowed the program to continue growing.

“Without the partnership of the PTO, our
administration here, who's been extremely sup-
portive of this, the students who come in and
look forward to this every day - that’s what
makes this our crown jewel,” Underwood said.

Discovery Zone

learning Center
e)\’&!.‘ - & .

ADVERTISERS

The Glastonbury Citizen and Rivereast
News Bulletin will make every effort to see
that all advertising copy is correctly printed.
The publisher assumes no liability or financial
responsibility for typographical errors in
advertising, but will reprint, without charge,
that part of an advertisement in which an er-
ror may oceur, provided that a claim is made
within 5 days of publication. The liability of
the publisher on account of errors in or
omissions from any advertisement will in no
way exceed the amount of the charge for the
space occupied by theitem in error, and then
only for the first incorrect insertion. Also, the
publisher takes no responsibility for state-
ments or claims made in any advertisement,

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

and will upon request, reveal the name and
address of the person or persons responsible
for placing any display advertisement, politi-
cal or otherwise, except for “blind” box ads.
The Glastonbury Citizen Inc. reserves the
right to reject advertisements which it

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!

deems unsuitable for its publications. Every
effort will be made to verify the legitimacy
and propriety of all ads for the protection of
our readers. The Citizen wil take requests
for specific placement of ads and will try
to accommodate everyone's requests. The
Citizen cannot guarantee specific placement.
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RHAM Referendum
Next Week

By Toriana Williams

Voters in Andover, Hebron and Marlborough
will return to the polls next Tuesday, May 26,
to again cast ballots on a proposed 2026-27
RHAM Board of Education budget.

A virtual-only annual meeting will be held on
May 25 at 9:30 a.m. to officially move the bud-
get to referendum. The referendum is scheduled
for May 26 at Hebron Elementary School, Marl-
borough Elementary School and Andover Town
Hall. In all three towns, voting will take place
from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The revised proposed 2026-27 budget now
sits at $32,832,558, a 0.65% increase over cur-
rent year spending. The revised plan includes a
$32,501,251 operating budget and a $331,037
capital budget.

Combined, the new budgets are down
nearly $840,000 from the previously rejected
$33,661,483 budget, which was a 3.19% in-
crease.

Budget Reductions Total $839,837

Superintendent of Schools Colin McNamara
said district officials worked quickly after the
failed May 5 referendum. At that referendum,
voters in the three RHAM towns rejected a
proposed $33.16 operations budget by a 2,723
to 1,258 tally, and also sent packing a proposed
$500,000 capital budget by a 2,400 to 1,385 vote.

“We want to make sure that we have a bud-
get that can be supported by the community;’
he said.

The largest reductions to the previously-
proposed increase came from staffing changes.
The district cut $450,358 from personnel costs,
which included two high school English teacher
positions, one high school science teacher po-
sition and one special education paraeducator
position. The district also reduced substitute
staffing, temporary custodial help and unem-
ployment line items.

McNamara said three of the teaching cuts
happened through retirements or resignations,
which allowed the district to avoid layoffs. He
also said the special education paraeducator po-
sition may need to be reconsidered in the future.

“It was a position that we can give up for

the time being. It might be one that we have to
come back for;” he said.

The district also reduced non-personnel
spending by $22,516. Those cuts included
$92,141 from special education tuition and ser-
vices, $70,350 from special education transpor-
tation, $52,025 by pre-purchasing maintenance
equipment and repairs using current-year funds
and $6,000 from general supplies.

Changes were also made to the capital budget.
The district’s loading dock replacement project
increased in cost from an estimated $424,235 to
$507,737. To lower the impact on taxpayers, of-
ficials recommended using $235,000 from the
district’s reserve fund for education expendi-
tures. That reduced the revised capital budget
from $566,037 to $331,037.

The revised budget also included adjustments
to revenue projects. Officials reduced expected
excess cost reimbursement funding by $26,280
but then increased tuition revenue by $15,638.
This is due to an additional student from Co-
lumbia attending RHAM.

Hebron’s town levy share is $17,575,269, an
increase of $629,142; Andover’s town levy share
is $4,153,318, a decrease of $84,030; Marlbor-
ough’s town levy share is $11,103,971, a de-
crease of $332,626.

Hebron Led Budget Opposition

At the May 5 referendum, the proposed bud-
get fared worst in Hebron, where the operating
budget fell 1,855 to 548 and the capital budget
was rejected 1,722 to 682. In Andover, the op-
erating budget narrowly passed, 390-379, while
the capital budget failed 395-377. Meanwhile,
in Marlborough, both budget proposals passed;
the operating budget by a 320-289 tally and the
capital one by a 326-283 vote.

The referendum came less than two months
after RHAM officials revealed a financial er-
ror involving money that should have been re-
turned to the three towns beginning in 2020.
The district said the mistake caused its assigned
fund balance to grow more in $1.7 million.

For reimbursement including interest, An-
dover is expected to receive $258,876, Hebron
$861,120 and Marlborough $608,617.

decrease by $941,243.

support of the students and staff at RHAM.

From the Superintendent’s Desk

I am writing to provide an update to the RHAM community regarding the Region 8 budget
for the 2026 - 2027 fiscal year. At a special meeting held on May 12, the Region 8 Board of Edu-
cation approved approximately $840,000 in further reductions to the budget that had initially
been adopted on April 6 and subsequently did not pass at referendum.

With these most recent reductions, a total of approximately $2.2 million in equipment, sup-
plies, personnel, and services has been removed since the budget development process began in
early October 2025. The revised 2026 - 2027 budget is now $32,832,558, which reflects a 0.65%
increase over the current year. Factoring in the credit offset applied, each member town will
have a reduced levy compared to the current year. Andover’s levy would decrease by approxi-
mately $342,906. Hebron will realize a decrease of $231,978, and Marlborough’s levy would

Throughout this budget process, Region 8 has worked to be responsive to the fiscal chal-
lenges facing each of our three member towns. The Board of Education and district leadership
have carefully considered areas for reduction while striving to preserve the core elements of our
educational program. This approach reflects a continued commitment to both fiscal responsi-
bility and the delivery of a high-quality educational experience for our students.

Even with these adjustments, the proposed budget continues to provide resources and sup-
port necessary for students and staff to be successful. It also maintains a broad range of course
offerings designed to ensure that all students have acquired the Skills and Dispositions of a
RHAM Graduate and are well prepared for whatever life brings beyond high school.

The next referendum on the revised budget will be held on Tuesday, May 26, and we extend
our appreciation to the residents of Andover, Hebron, and Marlborough for their continued

Colin McNamara, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
Regional School District 8
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* Nikki O’Neill, cont. from page 1
could live in East Hampton,” he said.

In a statement, Congressman Joe Courtney,
a Democrat representing Connecticuts sec-
ond congressional district, which includes East
Hampton, called her passing “sad news” and
noted her strong ties to East Hampton.

“She was truly the life partner of former Gov-
ernor William ONeill,” Courtney said, “and
touched the lives of thousands and thousands of
our state’s residents.”

Courtney noted that, after leaving office, Bill
and Nikki O’Neill returned to East Hampton,
saying they “lived a modest, down-to-earth life-
style that every townsperson appreciated and
was proud of. Their example and Nikki’s gregar-
ious, sharp wit will be sorely missed but never
forgotten.”

Rep. John Larson, who represents Connecti-
cut’s first district, also issued a statement on her

passing.

Larson, who was a state senator during her
husband’s time as governor, remembered work-
ing with Nikki O’Neill directly.

“I was proud to work hand-in-hand with
Nikki during my time in the state senate to up-
lift Connecticut residents and support commu-
nities across our state,” he said.

Larson added that O’'Neill “had a great ap-
preciation for the arts and literature, opening
the doors of the Governor’s Residence to artists
and filling the library with books by Connecti-
cut authors. Most of all, she led with grace and
dignity, and she will be greatly missed”

Though Nikki O’Neill may not have been a
political candidate herself, Markham noted,
“she became a very good politician in her own
right,” and moreover, she was always, he said, “a
friend - a friend to everybody”
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* Letters, cont. from page 9

Nathaniel attempted to kidnap and sell his fam-
ily in order to settle a debt the Manns owed
to the Rev. Samuel Peters. Cesar Peters Jr., his
father Cesar Peters and brother Henry Peters
were also employed by Gov. Peters to work
his farm at 17 Kinney Rd. At least six African
American households living in Hebron Center
found employment by Hebron’s farmers living
around Hebron Green, as skilled farm workers.”

The connections between Martin Powers,
Cesar Peters Jr. and Governor John S. Peters
contain so many levels of suffering, effort, in-
trigue, perseverance, and success. The foresight
of Governor Peters and other wealthy Hebron
center land owners, including Judge Sylvester
Gilbert, to engage with the free Black com-
munity was groundbreaking and unique to
Hebron history. That the stone wall laneways,
corn fields, hay field, and ancient oak trees and
stately hickory trees still stand is a testament to
these endeavors. As a community Hebron can
preserve this historic site for the benefit of pres-
ent and future residents.

I encourage all residents to come and learn
about these historic individuals and support
the great work of the RHAM Middle School
Inquiry Academy. For more information on 17
Kinney Rd., please visit Save Hebron Center on
Facebook.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Thanks, But ‘No’
To the Editor:

Sometimes the State of Connecticut trips
over its own feet when it decides to do some-
thing. When it tries to distribute tax money for
our school system to add an additional pre-k
teacher, it causes more problems that it helps. It
would make $75K available for this additional
position but, with salary, benefits and costs, this
is half of what would cost to fund another po-
sition. Then, when it is included in next year’s
budget, we are stuck paying more for the full
amount.

This additional would be added when our en-
rollment is hundreds of students less than previ-
ous years. Thank you, but ‘no’

Richard Brown - East Hampton

Note: Brown is a member of the East Hampton
Republican Town Commiittee.

MBR is What They

Didn’t Tell Mr. Hintz
To the Editor:

Mr. Hintzs recent letter invites the MBR
enrollment formula to the table to argue East
Hampton’s school budget should be cut. That
argument has a problem: Mr. Hintz has funda-
mentally misread what the MBR is.

The MBR is a legal floor — the absolute mini-
mum the state will legally allow a district to
spend. It exists to prevent towns from gutting
education funding. It is not a budgeting target,
a benchmark, or a strategy. Treating it as one is
like being told you're allowed to skip a mortgage
payment and calling that financial planning —
so why would we entertain that? Why would
you lead people to believe that is a good idea?

For a community leader to advocate for the
MBR floor as a spending goal isn’t fiscal respon-
sibility. It’s an abdication of it — and one that
carries real, documented consequences.

Districts that chase the MBR floor learn
quickly how fragile that position is. Small mis-
calculations put towns in violation of state law,
triggering intervention, legal disputes, and
costly special meetings. Ansonia and Columbia
have been through it. It usually ends up costing
more than the savings — wonder why?

There’s also no such thing as freezing costs at
the floor. Salaries, benefits, utilities, and materi-
als rise every year. Cutting to the MBR in one
cycle makes the following year harder to absorb
— and risks falling below the floor again despite
spending the same or a little more. Add the
complete absence of any cushion for the unex-
pected: an emergency repair, a spike in special
education needs, an enrollment shift — not to
mention the rising cost of everything in 2026.
What happens then?

Scrutiny of school budgets is healthy and
warranted. But there’s a meaningful difference
between scrutiny and advocating for a strategy
built around the lowest legal threshold — es-
pecially when the person advocating for it ap-
pears unfamiliar with how that threshold actu-
ally works, potentially walking the BOE and the
town into legal risk.

The MBR tells us the least East Hampton
can legally spend on its schools. It says nothing
about the least it responsibly can. That floor is
built on an outdated, inflation-blind founda-
tion. Districts are treading water at best in most
cases.

So, what I am being told by you is some stra-
tegic plan using some real data selectively but
never mentioning other big-ticket items of costs
to manufacture a narrative that some are very
desperate to hear. Your most powerful move is
the invented $2.7 million figure — that number
will live in readers’ minds long after the nuance
is forgotten.

Our kids, our families, and our staff — from
the janitorial team to the teachers — deserve
more than the lowest legal benchmark.

Katrina Ruggiero - East Hampton

Vote ‘No’ on East Hampton

Board of Education Budget
To the Editor:

Once again, the BOE leadership is asking
for more budget funds while not being overly
transparent. Evidently, the $198,000 “reduction”
is partially funded by unused funds from 2025.
The BOE continues to use misleading language
to enrage parents such as “cut” when it really
means “reduction” in requested monies. If the
Rivereast readers will recall, Chairman Philhow-
er of the prior TC wrote to Rivereast in 2022 and
stated quite clearly much the same comments
that Mr. Hintz wrote in the 5/8/26 and 5/15/25
editions. So, once again nothing has changed.
The superintendent and Mr. Engelhardt imme-
diately go to cutting staff and programs as the
only options for smaller budgets.

And if there is a surplus as the superintendent
claims, along with anticipated state funds, then
why do they need an increase? The superinten-
dent has plead in prior budget discussions to
“give me chance to do the work.”; as taxpayers,
we should expect that “work” would include
some out-of-the-box thinking, not just emo-
tional extortion and threats of “harmful cuts” to
the students. And for the record, the proposed
budget once again gives the lion’s share of the
scare dollars to BOE, leaving the rest of town
to suffer.

The ongoing narrative espoused by the lead-
ership at the BOE continues to be misleading
and unfair to the residents of EH. It would also
interest the readers to know that during the TC
meeting on 4/28, questions were raised citing
the fact that the email list for “public commu-
nication” by BOE is primarily directed at the
36 percent of residents with children in the
school system, not a town-wide communica-
tion vehicle. Since communications by the BOE
are directed at a selected audience and not at
the larger public, one can only assume that the
information provided is one-sided and paints
a misleading narrative designed to enrage the
parents of school children. When the estimated
64 percent of the taxpayers are not privy to the
BOE’s communication and thus uniformed, it
makes it difficult to compel the BOE to act re-
sponsibly. Which means that 64 percent needs
to show up at the referendum vote to say ‘no.

I hope the voters without children, Town
Council, and the BOF think about the entire
town, say ‘no’ to the BOE in no uncertain terms.
We voters are obligated to stop the culture of
wanton disregard for the overall financial health
of the entire town of East Hampton.

Bob Yenkner - East Hampton

Preserving What Matters Most
To the Editor:

Hebron’s schools faced a required $300,000
reduction this year, and that reality shaped
every decision the Board of Education had to
make. Much of the districts budget is tied to
state and federal mandates or to contracts that
cannot simply be reduced. That means cuts can-
not come from special education services, re-
quired supports, or core staffing. Those obliga-
tions remain regardless of how the budget vote
turns out.

Because so much of the budget is fixed, only
a small number of areas were realistically avail-
able for reduction. Some residents have asked
why more cuts weren't made in central office.
Public information shows that the Board did
make a significant structural change by con-
solidating two principals into one and replacing
two deans with assistant principals, eliminating
an administrative position while maintaining
buildinglevel leadership. Beyond that, deeper
administrative reductions would have reached
into mandated functions the district is legally
require to maintain.

The remaining options were difficult. Two
of the possibilities under consideration would
have increased 6thgrade class sizes to 24 stu-
dents or eliminated Challenge & Enrichment,
a program that supports widely celebrated op-
portunities like Future Problem Solvers, Math
Enrichment, and Invention Convention. Elimi-
nating C&E would have meant losing an entire
program, not modifying it.

The reduction of a halftime music position

has understandably drawn strong reactions.
I grew up in a public school band program,
and music shaped my confidence and sense
of belonging. I understand why families are
upset, and I feel that disappointment too. But
the change preserves the heart of the program
— band, chorus, and general music remain in
place. What changes are some of the enhance-
ments many of us value, but that could not be
sustained under this year’s financial constraints.

One point feels especially important for the
community to understand: Voting no’ on the
budget does not restore the parttime music
position. A failed budget simply forces deeper
cuts, including reductions to areas that were
protected this time. A “no” vote does not change
how funds are allocated — it only increases the
size of the cuts the Board must make.

My hope, speaking as a fellow resident, is
that we can support our students through this
transition and continue working together to
strengthen the programs that make Hebron a
place families are proud to call home.

Anne Thibeault - Hebron

Note: Thibeault is a member of the Hebron

Board of Education, but is writing as an indi-
vidual.

Vote ‘Yes’ for Schools,

Community
To the Editor:

On May 26, our community has an impor-
tant opportunity to come together and invest in
the future of our schools, our children, and our
town. Following the last referendum, the Board
of Education listened carefully to voters, heard
community concerns, and worked thoughtfully
to make significant reductions in response to
the requested $300,000 budget cut.

These decisions were not easy, but they reflect
a genuine effort to be responsive while continu-
ing to prioritize students. The revised budget
includes:

e Elimination of a principal position

* Reduction of Superintendent, Business
Manager, and central office COLA increases
from 3% to 2% while employees will also in-
crease their health insurance contributions

* Reduction of one music teacher position to
part-time while still keeping intact chorus and
band for grades 4-6, jazz band, hawkapella and
the 6th grade musical

* Elimination of a new speech-language pa-
thologist assistant position

e Additional budget adjustments through
a teacher leave approval and a federal grant
awarded on April 13th

These are meaningful sacrifices, and they
demonstrate the commitment to balancing fis-
cal responsibility with maintaining the strong
educational foundation our students deserve.

Now, we have the chance to move forward
together.

Supporting this budget means protecting
essential student services, preserving impor-
tant educational opportunities, and helping
maintain class sizes within Board of Education
guidelines so every child can continue to receive
the support and attention they need to thrive.
Further reductions could place greater strain on
classrooms, student programs, and critical ser-
vices that benefit our entire school community.

Strong schools are one of the best investments
a town can make. They strengthen property val-
ues, attract families, support local growth, and
prepare the next generation for success. When
we support our schools, we support the future
of our entire community.

This referendum is about thoughtful invest-
ment, shared responsibility, and protecting the
progress we've made.

Please vote ‘yes’ on May 26th.

Heather Petit - Hebron

Note: Petit is chair of the Hebron Board of Ed-
ucation, but is speaking as an individual.

Vote ‘Yes’ for AES
To the Editor:

Andover voters, please vote ‘yes’ for the An-
dover Elementary School (AES) budget on
Tuesday, May 26th, which will be separate from
the Town’s budget.

Do not fall prey to all of the misinformation
that is spreading throughout town. Superinten-
dent Bruneau has provided all of the informa-
tion that she is legally allowed to provide to the
Board of Finance (BOF) and the Board of Se-
lectmen (BOS). The information regarding AES’
very successful preschool program, for example,
is provided on a monthly basis for the Board of
Education (BOE) meetings, but those who are
critical of the program don’t want to believe the
factual information that is provided! And, why
focus on the preschool program, which is not
part of AES’ budget because it is self-funded?

Why are the first selectman and certain
members of the BOF so critical of AES’ budget,
especially when the town has not provided im-
portant information about the town’s financial
resources. I believe that it is largely to deflect
from the fact that the town has more than $1.5
million in earmarked accounts for various proj-
ects and town departments and more than $2.1
million sitting in an unallocated bank account
and still is proposing a 5.6% budget increase;
and this after receiving a 16% increase 2-3 years
ago!

Instead of raising taxes in this difficult finan-
cial time to address the critical funding that
AES requires for this upcoming fiscal year, the
BOF and the BOS would prefer to continue to
fund the earmarked accounts and to keep more
than $2.1 million in reserve. The town soon will
receive some $80,000 from the State that is re-
quired to be used for educational purposes. AES
returned $50,000 to the Town from a prior bud-
get and the BOF cut the proposed AES budget
by $50,000 during its May 6th meeting. Instead
of a 10.9% AES budget increase, therefore, the
actual proposed budget increase is more like
7.5%; AES would require a 4% increase solely to
meet its contractual obligations.

Trust that the elected members of the BOE
and the superintendent proposed a budget that
meets their legal obligation to AES™ students
and nothing more. They know the current and
future needs of the students and the budget re-
quired to meet those needs. Thank you for your
support!

Best,
Shannon O. Louden - Andover

Note: Louden is vice chair of the Andover

Board of Education but is writing as an capacity.

Substance Over Form:

Andover’s Preschool
To the Editor:

A recent writer praises Andover’s first select-
man for “due diligence” on the preschool. Then
he writes a letter that demonstrates he hasn’t
done any himself.

Due diligence would have meant reading the
public record before declaring it a bad invest-
ment. The audit. The comptroller’s payment led-
ger. The Board of Education’s monthly financial
reports. The collective bargaining agreements.
The school’s published enrollment policies. All
public. All on the internet.

I read them. They tell a consistent story across
every independent source:

The preschool saves Andover taxpayers about
$108,000 a year.

The preschool brings in about $436,000 a
year in tuition and state grants. It costs about
$528,000 a year fully loaded, including the em-
ployee benefits the BOE doesn't allocate at the
program level. That’s a $92,000 operating gap.

But the district is required by federal law
(IDEA Part B Section 619) and state law (CGS
§10-76d) to provide special education to chil-
dren ages 3 to 6 with disabilities, whether the
preschool exists or not. Meeting that obliga-
tion by outplacement or a standalone special-ed
program would cost the town at least $200,000
a year — roughly twice what the preschool costs
in net.

The same writer complains the superinten-
dent is hiding “an undisclosed or overlooked
source of money” There is no such source.
The one figure not publicly broken out is the
employee benefits allocation — and the super-
intendent is not allowed to publish it. Federal
regulations under FERPA (34 CFR §99.3) and
HIPAA (45 CFR §164.504(f)) both prohibit her
from disclosing aggregate information about a
group as small as eight staff when their roles can
be linked to specific student needs. That’s not
her opinion. It's the law. She would be derelict to
do otherwise. The first selectman has been told
this repeatedly. He keeps demanding it anyway,
and his admirers keep treating her refusal as ob-
struction.

That letter accuses the superintendent of hav-
ing “no regard whatsoever” for taxpayers and
praises the first selectman as a steward of our
resources. The actual stewardship record: the
superintendent runs a program that saves the
town six figures a year. The first selectman put
out a flyer suggesting this program is costing us
money — without checking. That’s form. The
numbers above are substance.

Full report, with full sourcing, at andoverct.
info/reports/aes/preschool-funding.

I would humbly suggest that anyone writing
about Andover’s school budget might read it
first

Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and a member of the
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing
as an individual.
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affectionately known as
Rick, Dad, and Poppy,
passed away unexpectedly
at the age of 73 following a
brief but aggressive illness
at St. Francis Hospital.

Rick was born in Hart-
ford on Jan. 21, 1953, to
William J. Cardillo Sr. and
Dolores M. (DeGruttola)
Cardillo of Wethersfield.
He was a longtime resident of East Hampton,
where he lived for more than 50 years. Rick
graduated from Wethersfield High School in
1971 and began his career working in masonry
with the family business, Cardillo & Sons Com-
pany. He later became a firefighter with the City
of Hartford Fire Department, proudly serving
his community for more than two decades.
Where he retired due to becoming the recipient
of a liver transplant, one of his proudest accom-
plishments. Giving him 27 more years with his
loved ones.

Rick is survived by his devoted wife, Kath-
leen Cardillo of East Hampton, Connecticut;
his children who hed go to the ends of the earth
and back for, Richard Cardillo Jr., Leah Van-
Blaricom and her husband Timmy VanBlari-
com Jr., Bethany Cardillo (Jason Tupper), and
stepdaughter Martina Martucci. One of RicK’s
greatest joys was being a grandfather to his be-
loved grandchildren: Chelsy, Andrew, Anthony,
Kydance, Hailey, Camron, Taylor, Jordan, Jayla,
Savannah, Mackenzie, and Cali. He cherished
every moment spent with them and took great
pride in watching them grow.

Rick is also survived by his brother Thomas
Cardillo.

Rick found happiness in life’s simple plea-
sures. He loved spending days at the beach,
listening to the rhythmic crash of the waves,
winters spent in Florida, and treasured the time
he shared with his lifelong best friend, Andy Di-
nardi, and his favorite cousin, JJ. He was an ex-
ceptional cook who delighted family and friends
with his famous chicken cutlets, meatballs and
sauce, and antipasti. Always eager to stay active
and engaged, Rick enjoyed following the stock
market and spending time day trading.

A dedicated member of the East Hampton
Senior Center, Rick rarely missed a Thursday
gathering, where he enjoyed playing cards and
sharing stories with friends. He was known for
his generosity and willingness to help others,
often providing transportation for fellow mem-
bers to and from the library. Rick also made a
lasting impact through his involvement with
SMART Recovery in Hartford, where he served
as a mentor and source of encouragement to
people from all walks of life.

Rick will be remembered for his kind heart,
unwavering generosity, quick wit, and deep love
for his family and friends. His presence brought
comfort, laughter, and strength to those around
him, and his memory will be cherished by all
who knew and loved him.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to
the American Cancer Society.

A celebration of life will be held to honor
Richard Cardillo in the coming weeks.

Atrpra- *Hru‘ ArCarthy

FUNERAL HOME
INC.

fondly known as Dan/
Danny, of Amston and
Fort Myers, Fla., passed
away on Saturday, May 9,
unexpectedly, surround-
ed and supported by his
loving family. He was 74
years old.

Dan was born Aug. 27,
1951, in New Haven, the
son of John and Mary (Moriarty) Hogan. On
Aug. 4, 1973, he married the love of his life and
high school sweetheart, Pamela Viviani, with
whom he shared 53 wonderful years of mar-
riage.

Dan and Pamela moved frequently in their
early years before ultimately settling in Nor-
wich, where they raised their family. He took
great pride in his home and was an avid gar-
dener with a true green thumb, especially when
it came to flowers and shrubs.

Dan was deeply committed to education,
both as a student and throughout his profes-
sional life. He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Central Connecticut State University, went on
to earn his master’s degree from the University
of Connecticut, and later completed his sixth-
year degree from Saint Joseph College. He also
made history as the first male to graduate from
Saint Joseph College.

Dan devoted 39 years to a distinguished career
in education. He began as a special education
teacher, then a kindergarten teacher, and went
on to serve as an administrator and Director of
the Webb Kindergarten Center in Wethersfield.
His dedication to students and families left a
lasting impression on the community. In recog-
nition of his contributions, Dan was honored as
the Wethersfield Man of the Year.

In his youth, Dan embraced life with a sense
of adventure and curiosity. He attended the his-
toric Woodstock Music & Art Festival in 1969,
an experience he often spoke of with great fond-
ness. Immersed in the music, camaraderie, and
spirit of the era, Woodstock reflected Dan’s life-
long love of connection, joy, and celebration —
qualities that remained evident in the way he
lived his life and brought people together.

Dan lived life fully and joyfully. He was a
longtime member of the Elks Lodge in Willi-
mantic, where he formed many lasting friend-
ships that became an important and supportive
part of his life. He also loved traveling to Florida
after his retirement and built a wide circle of
friendships during that time.

He will be remembered as a devoted and lov-
ing family man, a loyal friend, and someone
whose heart was larger than life. Known for his
unique sense of humor, Dan had a way of bring-
ing laughter to every room and was truly the life
of the party. He will be deeply missed but for-
ever remembered with love.

In addition to his parents, Dan was prede-
ceased by his in-laws, Joseph and Mary (Ca-
passo) Viviani, as well as many beloved aunts
and uncles from the Hogan, Viviani, Moriarty,
McKeon, and Pyne families.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Pamela;
his sons, Jonathan Hogan and his wife Kristen

Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

and Amber Bennard; and his great-grandchil-
dren, Carter, Cooper, and Mackenzie. He is also
survived by his brother and sister-in-law, Mi-
chael and Andrea Hogan of Northford and their
son Justin; his sister, Maureen (Hogan) Roth
and her husband Paul of Bethany and their chil-
dren Meghan and her husband Marc, and Eric
and his wife Kristin; along with many extended
family members and dear friends.

Funeral services will be held at the Aurora
McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford
Rd., Colchester, on Saturday, June 6. Calling
hours will take place from 2-5 p.m., with a me-
morial service at 4:30 p.m. at the funeral home.
A Celebration of Life reception will follow at
5:30 p.m. at the Elks Lodge, 198 Pleasant St.,
Willimantic, for all to attend.

For online condolences or to share a story of
Dan that we could read aloud at the memorial
service, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.

East Hampton
Donna Quast
May 29, 1934 — May 15, 2026

Donna (Hillmann) Quast, a beloved mother,
nurse, and devoted member of Cheshire Lu-
theran Church, passed away peacefully on Fri-
day, May 15, just two weeks before her 92nd
birthday. She was born and raised on a small
farm in Hector, Minn., where her family’s deep
Lutheran faith and proud German heritage
shaped the woman she would become.

Donna attended high school in Fairfax,
Minn., and went on to train as a nurse at North-
western Hospital in Minneapolis. An adventur-
ous spirit, she traveled extensively before mar-
riage — touring Europe for three months and
exploring Mexico, Oregon, Arizona, and Cali-
fornia. In 1963, she and her high school friend
David Quast were married at Emanuel Lutheran
Church in Wellington Township, Minn., and
began a life together in New York.

Donna worked as a registered nurse through-
out the New York area, from Manhattan to Long
Island to Cortland Manor. She and David wel-
comed two sons, David and Carl, and eventually
settled in Cheshire, where they found a warm
home at Cheshire Lutheran Church — a con-
gregation she remained devoted to for the rest
of her life.

A woman of quiet generosity, Donna served
as PTA president, volunteered with the YMCA,
worked local elections, and was a cherished
presence at church events and the summer Va-
cation Bible School program. She loved garden-
ing, reading non-fiction, classical music, and
cheering on her beloved New York Mets.

Donna was predeceased by her husband,
David Quast, and her son, Carl Quast. She is
survived by her son David Quast and his wife
Kelly; and her three grandchildren, Liam Quast,
Olivia Quast and her partner Graeme Stasys-
hyn, and Miranda Quast and her partner Jacob
Cannavale.

To leave online condolences please visit www.
spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.
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of Amston, passed away
Thursday, May 7, at the
Portland Care & Rehabili-
tation Centre in Portland.
She was 84 years old.
Claire was born in Man-
hattan, N.Y,, on Jan. 19,
1942. She was the daugh-
ter of the late George
DeWolf Wever and Jane
(Becker) Wever, both of
Manbhattan, N.Y.

Claire earned a bachelor’s degree in art his-
tory from Vassar College and worked as an as-
sistant curator at the Metropolitan Museum in
New York. She married Bartolomeo Bracaglia
from Rome, Italy in 1966, subsequently relocat-
ing to London, England and then Rome, Italy
where she lived for 25 years. Claire raised her
four beloved children Angela, Daniele, Gabri-
ella, and Francesca Romana there in Rome.

Claire treasured her youth years spent be-
tween New York City and Onteora Club nestled
in the Catskill Mountains in Tannersville, N.Y.
She loved her Catskill Mountains so very deeply
and created lifelong memories and friendships
over the years. After living in Italy, she returned
to the United States in 1992 with her children
and settled in upstate New York, first in Alba-
ny, N.Y,, and then back in her beloved Catskill
Mountains. During this time, Claire worked as a
secretary for the Ten Broek Mansion in Albany,
N.Y,, and then for the Greene County Council
of the Arts in Catskill, N.Y.

In 2005, Claire moved to Colchester and then
to Amston to be closer to family, and has resided
with her daughter Angela Leshak and her fam-
ily in Amston since 2014. While in Connecticut,
Claire worked as membership coordinator and
secretary at the Webb Deane Stevens Museum
in Wethersfield and also as parish secretary for
St Peter’s Episcopal Church in Hebron. Claire’s
20 years at St Peter’s Episcopal Church allowed
her to create deep friendships across the parish
community, including with Father Ron Kola-
nowski. She treasured her bond with Father
Ron, who was a great support for her particu-
larly during her final months.

Claire was an avid gardener and passion-
ate supporter of animal rescues throughout
her lifetime. Claire treasured the companion-
ship of many of pets over the years and in her

Tri-County Memorials
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last months looked forward to being reunited
with her four beloved dogs (Clover, Tina, An-
nie, Suzette) and three cats (Zughi, Edwina, and
Micky) who have all predeceased her.

Claire will be missed dearly by all who knew
her, especially by her children and their spous-
es: Angela Leshak and her husband Stephen of
Amston; Daniele Bracaglia and his wife Virginia
Rubey of Selkirk, N.Y.,; Gabriella Bracaglia of
Yonkers, N.Y.; Francesca Romana Bracaglia and
her partner Karina Cascante of Phoenicia, N.Y;;
and by her five grandchildren: Derek Leshak
of Boston, Mass.; Christina Leshak of Amston;
Francesco, Enrico, and Giovanni Bracaglia, all
of Selkirk, N.Y. She also leaves several extended
family members, including three stepsons and
three nieces.

In addition to her husband and parents,
Claire was also predeceased by her sister, Me-
lissa Wilson of Terre Haute, Ind.

The family also wishes to extend a particular
thank you to the wonderful community of Port-
land Care & Rehabilitation Centre who cared
for her during her last four weeks of life. At
Portland, Claire was supported by many amaz-
ing medical professionals and staff who showed
true compassion and loving care.

Services were held Wednesday, May 20, at St.
Peter’s Episcopal Church, 30 Church St., He-
bron, preceded by calling hours that morning,
also at St Peter’s Episcopal Church. Following
the services, there was a small reception in the
church hall. Later in the summer, Claire will be
buried in the Catskill Mountains in the Onteora
Club Cemetery in Tannersville, N.Y., at a date
yet to be determined.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Claire’s mem-
ory may be made to the Tomten Farm & Sanc-
tuary (www.tomtenfarmandsanctuary.org) or
to the Rosemary Farm in South Kortright, N.Y.
(www.rosemaryfarm.org)

Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home of Colches-
ter has been entrusted with care of arrange-
ments. For online condolences, please visit
www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

East Hampton

Patricia Parsons Fales

Patricia Parsons Fales, | =
better known as Patsy, was |£g
born in Damariscotta,
Maine, on July 25, 1932.
She was the youngest of
three children to Dr. Neil
and Marion Parsons, who
were known as the three
Ps: Peggy, Polly and Patsy.

Patsy had many fond
memories of growing up
in Damariscotta. She would accompany her fa-
ther on doctor visits to patients in their homes,
including the surrounding islands of the area
and enjoy the hustle and bustle of having a doc-
tor’s office in the house. The family lived in the
house which is now Best Thai restaurant. At that
time there was a barn behind the house where
they had a pet pony named Tony and a monkey
named Pinky.

Patsy attended the Castner Grammar School
and graduated from Lincoln Academy in 1950.
Patsy enjoyed sports which included serving as the
captain for Lincoln Academy’s women’s basketball
team. She played center and celebrated winning a
championship game with the team in 1950.

Patsy enrolled in the University of Maine at
Orono and earned a degree in home economics
in 1954. While at UMO, Patsy met Robert Fales
while he was bartending at a Phi Gamma Delta
banquet. Little did she know this was the start of
a long life together.

Patsy graduated one semester prior to Robert
and started working at G. Fox & Company as a
sales representative in Hartford. They stayed in
touch with each other and when Robert started
working for Southern New England Telephone
company in 1955 he proposed to Patsy.

The two were married at St. Patrick’s Church
in Newcastle, Maine, on June 4, 1955. They set-
tled down in East Hampton, in a beautiful 1850
Greek Revival farmhouse. The four sons that fol-
lowed enjoyed growing up on a hilltop surround-
ed by stonewalls, fields, streams and deep woods.

Patsy enjoyed being a homemaker, but even-
tually decided to go back to school and get her
master’s degree in teaching. She worked as a
home economics teacher at Cromwell High
School from 1978 to 1993. She expanded the
home economics curriculum to offer other
courses including ‘Independent Living’ to teach
students the basics of living on your own after
high school. She would bring visitors in to teach
the students on how to live on a budget, start
and manage a bank account, how to interview
for a job and even how to invest in stocks. She
enjoyed being a teacher and would recount nu-
merous stories of teaching and helping students.

Having summers off allowed Patsy to take

her four sons back to Damariscotta to a cottage
her parents had given her on the river. This al-
lowed Patsy to stay in touch with her parents
and siblings as well as catch up with her Lin-
coln Academy buddies. Bob would come up for
a few weeks and on weekends to take the family
out on fishing trips and enjoy life on the Dam-
ariscotta River.

Upon retirement, Patsy and Bob returned to
Maine and built a home adjacent to the cottage.
They enjoyed themselves and took the oppor-
tunity to travel, continue with boating excur-
sions, canoeing local lakes, take crafting classes
and have an all-around good time. One thing
that Patsy became adept at was investing in
and following stocks. It was an event to watch
her announce which stocks went up or down,
but mostly up, while reading the previous day’s
stock prices in the newspaper.

Patsy went to live at the Lincoln Home in
September of 2021. Patsy was well liked at the
home by everyone. The residents and employ-
ees enjoyed listening to Patsy tell stories of early
Damariscotta life and her teaching experiences.
Patsy was known for wearing very striking and
well-coordinated outfits. Patsy passed away
peacefully at the Lincoln Home on Dec. 14,
2025.

Patsy is predeceased by her husband Bob
and her sisters Peggy and Polly. She is survived
by her four sons & their families, Dr. Robert
E. Fales, his two daughters, Zoe and Libby of
Lyme; James P. Fales and his wife Carmela of
Nobleboro, Maine; Patrick A. Fales, his wife
Mimi, and his four children Spencer, Grace,
Gabrielle and Vivienne of East Hampton Neil E.
Fales, his wife Renee and their daughters Heidi
and Caroline of East Boothbay, Maine; her sis-
ter Rebecca “Becky” Parsons and brother Neil
Lehan “Lee” Parsons.

Patsy will be fondly remembered by all that
she touched.

Colchester

Joann Wallowitch

Joann Wallowitch of
Groton, formerly of Wa-
terford, passed away Sun-
day, May 17, at the Groton
Regency where she had
recently been residing.
She was 87 years old.

Joann was born in New
London on Jan. 30, 1939,
a daughter of the late Wal-
ter and Mildred (Surovi-
ak) Joskiewich. After high
school, she worked briefly as a legal secretary.
She raised her family in Salem and was a com-
municant of St. Andrew Church in Colchester.
Joann was also a volunteer at the Colchester Se-
nior Center where she made many friendships
and enjoyed participating in events there. Joann
loved growing vegetables, which she shared
generously with family and friends alike.

Known as Mom, Mama, Josie, Gramma, and
Aunt Joann, she will be sadly missed but always
remembered with love by all who knew her, es-
pecially her children Susan and her husband,
Steven Peabody of Ledyard, Debra Wallowitch,
and Linda Wallowitch of Hartford; four grand-
children, J’Naya, Dominic, Eva, Amaya; and ex-
tended family members and friends.

A visitation and memorial service will be held
on Friday, May 22, beginning at 10:30 a.m. at
the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home, 167 Old
Hartford Rd., Colchester. A burial will follow at
St. Mary’s Cemetery in New London at 1 p.m.

For online condolences, or to share a story of
Joann, please visit www.auroramccarthyfuner-
alhome.com.

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
June 3, 2026 at 5:45 PM
Public Library-Mary Flood Room,
20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT 06480

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and
Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town
Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday,
June 3, 2026 at 5:45 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone
Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen approves of the Portland Board of Education
to enter into a Lease Agreement with Saybrook Reading &
Educational Specialists, LLC, a Connecticut limited liability
company having a business address of 251 Main Street, Old
Saybrook, Connecticut 06475, to lease 1700 square feet of
space known as classroom 110 and 111 and offices located
within classroom 110, located in the Portland High School,
95 High Street with the terms and conditions set forth in the
Agreement.
A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available
for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the
Town's website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 20th day of
May 2026
Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman

1TB 5/22
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Eugene “Gene” Nichols
II, 90, of East Hampton,
widower of Janet (Craw-
ford) Nichols, passed
away peacefully Wednes-
day, May 13, at Marlbor-
ough Health Care. Born
Feb. 6, 1936 in Hartford,
he was the son of the late
Marshall and Veronica
(Cook) Nichols.

Gene graduated from
UConn (with his high school sweetheart, Ja-
net) before proudly serving his country in the
U.SS. Army. He then became a technical writer
at Pratt & Whitney and an executive at Interna-
tional Aero Engines until his retirement. Gene
was a lifelong resident of East Hampton and a
member of the Belltown Sportsmen’s Club. He
was an avid outdoorsman, car enthusiast, and a
devoted family man.

Gene is survived by his sons, Scott Nichols of
Lebanon, Eugene Grant Nichols III (Jennifer)
of Marlborough; daughters, Kimberly McCar-
thy (Patrick) of Conway, Mass., Karen Nichols
(James) of Middletown, Kathleen Bradley (Wil-
liam) of Marlborough, his sister, Virginia (Tom)
Gorin of Storrs; his 11 grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.

He was predeceased by his son Caleb Nichols,
who passed at one year old.

Friends called at Spencer Funeral Home on
Wednesday, May 20, with a funeral service oc-
curring that morning in the funeral home.
Burial followed in the family plot in Lake View
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, contributions to Literacy
Volunteers of Central CT (literacycentral.org)
or Belltown Sportsmens Club at belltowns-
portsmen.org (Markham Road, East Hampton,
CT 06424) are suggested.

To leave online condolences, please visit
www.spencerfuneralhomeinc.com.

Notice is hereby given that the Portland Zoning Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, May 28, 2026 at
a meeting to start at 7:00 p.m. in the Buck Foreman Room (2nd
Floor), 265 Main Street, Portland, CT.

Application #25-04: 311 Main Street. Request for a variance
from Zoning Regulation Table 5.5 for minimum required lot area
to reduce the area of the parcel by 1,301 ft to 18,662 ft. Appli-
cation and property of Miller Street Properties LLC. Assessor’s
Map 29, Lot 255. Zone B-3.

At this hearing interested persons may appear and be heard
and written communications will be received. A copy of this
application is available for public review in the Portland Land
Use Department.

Dated at Portland, CT this 12th day of May 2026.

Kurt Peterson, Chairman

2TB 5/15, 5/22

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT
June 3, 2026 at 5:20 P.M.

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and
Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town
Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday,
June 3, 2026 at 5:20 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone
Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen approves of the Portland Board of Education
to enter into a Lease Agreement with Saybrook Reading &
Educational Specialists, LLC, a Connecticut limited liability
company having a business address of 251 Main Street, Old
Saybrook, Connecticut 06475, to lease 1700 square feet of
space known as classroom 110 and 111 and offices located
within classroom 110, located in the Portland High School,
95 High Street with the terms and conditions set forth in the
Agreement.
Dated this 20th day of May 2026
Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman

1TB 5/22

MARLBOROUGH CONSERVATION
COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

The Marlborough Conservation Commission will hold the fol-

lowing public hearing on Monday, June 1, 2026, at 7pm in the

Town Hall, 26 No Main Street

APPLICATION #04-26 - Town of Marlborough - Quinn

Road Culvert Replacement

Written testimony will be received at the public hearing and

written testimony can be sent to the Building/Land Use De-

partment at the Town Hall ahead of the public hearing.

YVONNE BOLTON, CONSERVATION COMMISSION CHAIR
2TB 5/22, 5/29
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Optimal Dental Fitness

Better Dental
HEALTH

by George M. Mantikas, DMD
PREGNANCY GINGIVITIS

During pregnancy, hormonal changes (increased estrogen and progesterone) make
a woman more susceptible to gingivitis, or gum disease. Gingivitis is inflammation of
the gums, which can cause soreness and bleeding. According to the CDC, pregnancy
gingivitis affects as many as 75 percent of pregnant women. Hormonal changes can
lead to gum inflammation because of the body’s decreased ability to fight plaque
bacteria coupled with increased blood flow to the gums. While there’s no evidence that
shows mild gingivitis is harmful to the fetus or causes premature birth or miscarriages,
ignored gingivitis does lead to periodontitis (advanced gum disease), which has been
linked to preterm birth and low birth weight. It can also lead to tooth loss if not treated.

As part of their healthcare team, we encourage our patients to make the commitment
to do what it takes to keep their teeth and gums in the best of shape. Questions about
pregnancy and dental care? Problems with your oral health? Turn to our dental
team for comprehensive care, from an assessment of your existing oral condition, to
restorations, cosmetic dentistry, and suggestions for at home dental-care regimens.
Whatever dental care you need, you'll find it here, where all dental problems are dealt
with efficiently, effectively, and compassionately. Hours are by appointment.

PS. Dental X-rays during pregnancy are considered safe for the unborn child if the
proper precautions are taken to shield the baby.

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
The Ridge » 142 East High Street « East Hampton, CT 06424 @:m:“‘"m
860-267-6666 « www.DrMantikas.com

The early stages
of communication
disorders are easler
to spot when you

know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of
life. For more information
visit IdentifyTheSigns.org.

ASSOCIATION
'

RE5-22-26
I

Stuart L. Jablon, D.PM.

“BOARD CERTIFIED” Podiatrist — Foot Specialist
Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna
Participating Provider.

“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

* Sports Medicine ® Geriatric Foot Care ® Diabetic Foot Care ¢ Arthritic Feet
* Skin Conditions ® Flat Feet ® Heel Pain ¢ Fractures/Dislocations ® Sprains/Strains
* Bunions ®* Hammertoes ® Infections ® Fungus Nails ¢ Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

RE6-26-20
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LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Town of Hebron
RFP 2026-14

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of Hearing

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Town of Hebron
RFP 2026-15

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION

The Town of Hebron is accepting proposals for General Plumb-
ing and Related Repairs.
All proposals must be submitted in accordance with Town
specifications and on forms supplied by the Town. Forms and
specifications are available by contacting the Office of the Town
Manager, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut, or at https:/
hebronct.com/bids/. Proposals will be received until and read
publicly at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. The Town
of Hebron reserves the right to reject any or all submissions.
Donna Lanza

Notice is hereby given that the East Hampton Planning and
Zoning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at their meeting on
Wednesday June 3, 2026 at 6:30 p.m. at the East Hampton Town
Hall - 1 Community Drive, Room 107 and via ZOOM to consider:
PZC-26-005: Lakewood Estates, LLC, Amendments to Sections
6.3 G, and K of the Zoning Regulations relating to acreage and
open space requirements for a Housing Opportunity Develop-
ment.

The file is available for viewing in the Land Use Office and Town
Clerk's office 860 267-7450.

The Town of Hebron is accepting proposals for General Electri-
cal and Related Repairs.
All proposals must be submitted in accordance with Town
specifications and on forms supplied by the Town. Forms and
specifications are available by contacting the Office of the Town
Manager, 15 Gilead Street, Hebron, Connecticut, or at https:/
hebronct.gov/bids/. Proposals will be received until and read
publicly at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, June 10, 2026. The Town
of Hebron reserves the right to reject any or all submissions.
Donna Lanza
Interim Town Manager

Notice is hereby given that on May 19, 2026, the Duly
Authorized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission
made the following decision:

W2026-3141 - 66 Colchester Commons; Anthony Tarnowski

- Applicant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID 06-02/01A-000/0-066,
Proposed deck replacement within 75’ Upland Review Area. -
APPROVED WITH STANDARD CONDITIONS

Dated May 19, 2026

Conservation Commission

Falk von Plachecki, Chair

178 5/22 Interim Town Manager Ray Zatorski, Chairman 2TB 5/22, 5129 178 5i22 178 5122
TOWN OF COLCHESTER LEGAL NOTICE OF ACTIONS LEGAL NOIICE gf ZS[I;’ZIzCI;Aé_ISO;/’VNII\I MEETING
CONSERVATION COMMISSION PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION - une 3, 2026 at 6:
LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION HEBRON, CONNECTICUT Public Library-Mary Flood Room, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT 06480

Notice is hereby given that on May 19, 2026, the Duly Au-
thorized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission
made the following decision:

W2026-3139 - W2026-3140 - 48 Stone Ridge Rd; William
Butcka - Applicant/ Owner; Assessor’s ID 03-20/017-24A,

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission took the
following action at their Regular Meeting, which was held on
Wednesday, May 13, 2026 at 7:00pm on the following:
Petition 2026-07: Petition of Kim Latshaw for Change of Use
to a Retail Store, pursuant to Section 3.B.2.1.1 of the Hebron

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meetings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned and notified
that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held by
the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 6:45 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for the

following:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation from the General

Fund fund balance in the amount of $234,250. The allocations of transfers for the General Fund are increases to 01-093-000-90012
Transfer Out-Cap Non Rec Town by $234,250. The funds will be transferred to Fund 8 with an increase to estimated revenue of 08-
141-000-00501 Transfer in-General Fund by $234,250 and increases to expenditures lines in Fund 8 as follows:

Proposed addition to a home within 75’ Upland Review
Area.
APPROVED WITH STANDARD CONDITIONS

Zoning Regulations, 30 Main Street, MS District.
The video recording of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion Meeting can be seen using the following link:

Dated April 21, 2026 https://transcripts.gotomeeting.com/#/s/2ccce9903b80577d34 Account Number Department Code Account Description Explanation Amount
Conservation Commission 7c655fa7d4f04edA2e7c3t42c52¢f3e15¢9040dc161b8 . - . .
Falk von Plachecki, Chair 118 522 178 5/22 08-141-000-89080 Police Department Equipped cruiser replacement Vehicle replacement $64,250
08-141-000-89040 Fire/Fire Marshal ATV replacement /forest ATV replacement $60,000
Departments suppression
08-141-000-89050 Grounds Maintenance | Replace Infield Groomer Equipment replacement | $55,000
o 08-141-000-89090 Public Works / Office of | Replace Director’s vehicle Vehicle replacement $55,000
the Director
CARLGUILD
& ASSOCIATES Total: | $234,250
THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE

A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town's website
at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 20th day of May 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman
1TB 5/22

s o
FEATURED: d \
31 NORTH MAPLE STREET, EAST HAMPTON

HARRINGTON REAL ESTATE

JIM HARRINGTON

860-966-9966
JIMEGHARRS.COM

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT
June 3, 2026 at 5:55 P.M.
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meetings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned and noti-

fied that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be held
by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 5:55 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for

DOUBLE UP

See Answers, page 29 the following;
1 > 3 4 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED the Board of Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation from the General
Fund fund balance in the amount of $234,250. The allocations of transfers for the General Fund are increases to 01-093-000-
3 90012 Transfer Out-Cap Non Rec Town by $234,250. The funds will be transferred to Fund 8 with an increase to estimated
revenue of 08-141-000-00501 Transfer in-General Fund by $234,250 and increases to expenditures lines in Fund 8 as follows:
16 Account Number | Department Code Account Description Explanation Amount
5 08-141-000-89080 | Police Department Equipped cruiser replacement | Vehicle replacement $64,250
08-141-000-89040 | Fire/Fire Marshal Depart- ATV replacement /forest ATV replacement $60,000
ments suppression
08-141-000-89050 | Grounds Maintenance Replace Infield Groomer Equipment replacement | $55,000

08-141-000-89090 | Public Works / Office of the Replace Director’s vehicle Vehicle replacement $55,000
Director
Total: | $234,250
Dated this 20th day of May 2026
Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman
1TB 5/22
a4
48 |49 |50 Solicitation Number: 36918
Florence S. Lord Senior Housing Renovations
53 Invitation to Bid (ITB)
Elderly Housing Management Inc
58 May 18, 2026 - June 16, 2026
61 36918 State of CT - DAS
Procurement
64 No. 36918
Title: Florence S. Lord Senior Housing Renovations
- Type: Formal Invitation to Bid (ITB)
CREATORS NEWS SERVICE By Neil Manausa Who can see this bid?: Everyone
. . . Start Date: May 18, 2026 at 11:00:00 AM EDT
ACROSS 48 Irritant 20 Riding whip End Date: June 16, 2026 at 2:00:00 PM EDT
) 51 Sleazy 21 Southern speech Vendor Q&A Start Date: May 18, 2026 at 11:15:00 AM EDT
1 Farm machine 53 Ph.D. exams, pattern Vendor Q&A End Date: June 05, 2026 at 4:00:00 PM EDT
6 Computer symbol perhaps 23 Hamburg interjection Estimated Total Value:
10__ Four 54 Remembrances 24 king Who can respond to this bid?: All Vendors o exisi . buidi il be partil
13 Animated 58 Agni's domain 25 Empty house sian Description: Renovation of an existing 24-unit apartment building. Property will be partially
. , gnrs « pty 9 occupied during construction. Interior renovations of units and common spaces
14 Marlin and Coral's 59 Tonic, in Boston 26 2.2 pounds, roughly including kitchens, bathrooms, finishes, mailipackage areas, door hardware,
offspring 60 Hackneyed 28 Belonging to an lighting, HVAC systems, and electrical systems. Building exterior work includes
15 Tree trunk 61 Out of the harbor unfeeling person additional insulation, rough carpentry, siding & trim, windows, joint sealants, and
16 Edible fungus _ driveway milling and paving.Funding for the project is from the Department of
17 1968 Broagdwa 62 Sellf ce?ntered 2(2) E‘eachpf)_el_st 2001 Housing (DOH) and being administered through CHFA State Sponsored Hous-
N y saloon: mer. Alrlines inglmprovement Program (SSHIP). A mandatory pre-bid walkthrough will be held
musical ) 63 Fragrant compound acquisition on Wednesday, May 27th at 2:00 pm. 2 Copies and 1 PDF copy of sealed bids
18 “Hawkeye 64 Roulette choice 33 Wander delivered via mail, overnight courier, or messenger labeled:Bid for Florence S. Lord
19 No matter what 65 Jaunty 34 Tie tight Senior Housing Renovations will be received by Elderly Housing Management Inc.
21 More arid 66 Pee Wee 36 Cads (owner/agent), Attn: Sophia Rosa, 127 Washington Ave, Fifth Floor East, North
. g . Haven, CT 06473, up until 2:00 pm on June 16th, 2026.
22 Rich dessert 39 Leaking air sound ot
; Justification:
23 Hot felonies DOWN 41 24 hours Delivery Terms: Free On Board Destination
24 Set a price 42 Diffuse Payment Terms: Vendor Specified
27 Immediately! 1 Vols rival 46 Conquer Contact Information: Elderly Housing Management Inc
28 may look at a i Sophia Rosa
Ki Yy 2A plac,e to build 48 R_each the top 127 Washington Avenue 5th Floor EAST North Haven CT, 06473
Ing 3 Turkey’s currency 49 Mind the alarm United States
29 Clark’s lady 4 Might be special 50 Challenged Tel: 860-335-9995
31 Quilt style 5 Have confidence in 51 Chest material Fax:

35 Islamic deity

37 Tea quota?

38 Deep divers

40 Completed
negotiations

43 Thailand’s neighbor

44 Expensive

45 Not Rep. or Ind.

47 Map abbreviation

6 Displeasing the boss

7 ____ and desist
8 Leave out
9 Creed word
10 Place for loose
papers
11 Standish rival
12 Chicago team
15 Tippler's place

52 Explain
grammatically

54 Honshu port

55 Franklin’s flyer

56 Hot times in Lille

57 Withered

59 Use a straw

Contact Detalils:

Selected Categories:

srosa@ehmchm.org

If you have any questions, please contact:

Sophia Rosa

127 Washington Avenue 5th Floor EAST North Haven CT, 06473
United States

Tel: 860-335-9995

Fax:

srosa@ehmchm.org

Residential building construction services (72110000)
Multiple unit dwelling construction services (72111100)
Apartment remodeling service (72111106)

1TB 5/22
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LEGALS

MARLBOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION
NOTICE OF ACTION

Page 29

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT
June 3, 2026 at 5:50 P.M.

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4
and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special
Town Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 5:50 P.M. in the Public Library,
20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropria-
tion from General Fund fund balance in the amount of
$122,000. The allocations for the General Fund are in-
creases to the snow removal budget line item #01-038-000-
13002 Overtime $86,000 and increase 01-038-000-65001
Road Materials $24,000, and to the Grounds Department
budget 01-036-000-13002 Overtime $12,000.
Dated this 20th day of May 2026
Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman
1TB 5/22

The Marlborough Planning Commission at their meeting on
Tuesday, April 28, 2026, took the following action:
MOTION CARRIED:
#P-02-26 Amendment to Subdivision Regulations:
1. Section 6.1 Dedication of Open Space changes from
20% to 10% for conventional subdivision
2. Section 5.2.8 Open Space changes from 20% to 10%
for conventional subdivision
3. Delete Section 4.14.10 minimum buildable area
4, Delete Section 4.16.21 minimum buildable area
5. Amendment Section 5.21 minimum requirements
Set Public Hearing date, May 26, 2026

MARK PAUL, PLANNING COMMISSION CHAIR
2TB 5/8, 5/15

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL
TOWN MEETING
June 3, 2026 at 6:15 PM

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT
June 3, 2026 at 5:40 P.M.

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL
TOWN MEETING
June 3, 2026 at 6:30 PM

Public Library-Mary Flood Room, 20 Freestone Avenue, Port-
land, CT 06480
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meetings
of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned and no-
tified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and Chapter V
Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town Meeting will be
held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at
6:30 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone Avenue, Portland,
CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen hereby approves a supplemental appropriation
from General Fund fund balance in the amount of $122,000.
The allocations for the General Fund are increases to the
snow removal budget line item #01-038-000-13002 Overtime
$86,000 and increase 01-038-000-65001 Road Materials
$24,000, and to the Grounds Department budget 01-036-000-
13002 Overtime $12,000.
Acopy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for
public inspection in the Town Clerk's Office and on the Town’s
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 20th day of May 2026
Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman 178 5/22

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4
and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special
Town Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 5:40 P.M. in the Public Library,
20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board
of Selectmen hereby approves an increase in estimated
revenue for State Grants in #08-141-000-00214 in the
amount of $39,638.34 for School Security Grant Program
and a supplemental appropriation to #08-141-000-89010 -
Board of Education-System Wide BOE-Security Upgrades
(including doors) for $39,638.34.
Dated this 20th day of May 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman 1TB 5/22

Public Library-Mary Flood Room, 20 Freestone Avenue,
Portland, CT 06480
The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4
and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special
Town Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on
Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 6:15 P.M. in the Public Library,
20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board
of Selectmen hereby approves an increase in estimated
revenue for State Grants in #08-141-000-00214 in the
amount of $39,638.34 for School Security Grant Program
and a supplemental appropriation to #08-141-000-89010 -
Board of Education-System Wide BOE-Security Upgrades
(including doors) for $39,638.34.
A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available
for public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the
Town's website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 20th day of
May 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman 1TB 5/22

LEGAL NOTICE of SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
June 3, 2026 at 6:00 PM
Public Library-Mary Flood Room,
20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT 06480

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-
ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4 and
Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special Town
Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on Wednesday,
June 3, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Public Library, 20 Freestone
Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen approves of the Portland Board of Education to
enter into a Lease Agreement with NAICED, LLC, a Con-
necticut limited liability company having an address of 423
Center Street, Wallingford, Connecticut 06492, to lease 259
Main Street (Map 29, Lot 258) for the educational purpose of
providing a facility for a Post-Secondary Transition Program,
commencing August 1, 2026, for a 36-month term with the
terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement.
A copy of the complete resolution to be voted on is available for
public inspection in the Town Clerk’s Office and on the Town’s
website at www.portlandct.org. Dated this 20th day of May 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman T8 5122

LEGAL NOTICE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

CLEANING

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
&Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. |

860-798-7961 -

The Hebron Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a
Public Hearing at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May
27,2026 at 7:00 P.M., to be held virtually through the GoTo-
Meeting Platform, on the following:
1. Petition 2026-05: Petition of the Hebron Lions Agricultural
Society for the sale of beer and wine during the Hebron
Harvest Fair from September 10 through September 13, 2026,
pursuant to Section 5.0.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations,
347 Gilead Street, R-1 District.
Il. Petition 2026-06: Petition of the Hebron Lions Agricultural
Society for the sale of beer and wine at a secondary location
on the fairgrounds during the Hebron Harvest Fair from Sep-
tember 10 through September 13, 2026, pursuant to Section
5.0.3 of the Hebron Zoning Regulations, 347 Gilead Street,
R-1 District.

Planning and Zoning Commission

May 27, 2026, 7:00 - 10:00 PM (America/New_York)

Please join my meeting from your

computer, tablet or smartphone.

https://meet.goto.com/274541669

You can also dial in using your phone.
Access Code: 274-541-669
United States: +1 (646) 749-3122
Get the app now and be ready when
your first meeting starts:
https://meet.goto.com/install
Planning and Zoning Commission
https://meet.goto.com/install

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 14th day of May 2026.

Frank Zitkus, Chair 1TB 5/22
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FOR SALE

EAST HAMPTON
TWO BEDROOM,
TWO BATHROOM
HOME: in Hampton
Homes 55+ community
near Lake Pocotopaug.
924 sqft, move-in ready.
Open floor plan, all ap-
pliances included. in-unit
laundry, screened porch,
lake access. $124,900.
Park approval required.
Call or text Nick Gilham,
Real Broker CT, LLC.
860-321-1044.

RENT.

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

FOR LEASE
COLCHESTER: 2-story
cold storage barn includ-
ing 1 garage. 780sqft
each level. Near Route
2. To view property or
information call Harold
at 860-662-2700.

GLASTONBURY
- LOVELY LARGE
FURNISHED HOME:
with all utilities in-
cluded. WiFi to share
with professionals. Vet-
erans, elderly people
welcome. Background
check. $950/monthly
plus security deposit.
Call Richard 860-716-
1227.

STORAGE UNITS
AVAILABLE: East
Hampton Self Storage.
196 E High Street, East
Hampton. Text 860-267-
4858.

VACATION

RENTALS

CT LAKE FRONT
FAMILY VACATION
RENTAL: Crystal
clear Bashan Lake.
Swimming, boating,
fishing. Vintage Victorian
home, 7 bedrooms. Sat-
Sat weekly June 6-20
or Aug 16-30 $7,900.
Lease & security.

RE5-22-26

LAND OF THE FREE
BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE

Remembering

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HOMESERVICES

2790 Main St., Glastonbury, CT 06033

(860) 214-4385

stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com

stephaniestarr.bhhsneproperties.com
2025 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates. Equal Housing Opportunity.

Your local friend in Real Eilate

Learn to be okay with people not
knowing your side of the story.
You don't have to prove anything
to anyone. You be You.

CARIGUILD

ANGELA ARESCO

ervice | Better Marketing | Better Results
Better Real Estate

angela@arescorealtor.com

Whether you're considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

360-6338-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

oes this Memorial 1 Jay.

NEW ENGLAND
PROPERTIES

(860) 633-3674

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.

With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN
860.638.9485

860.883.9005

CIT4-4-24

www.angelaaresco.com

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

RE5-22-26
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv
Signs/Cans (Soda,
Beer, Gas Station),
Zippos, License Plates,
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc.
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED JUNK
CARS: and unfinished
projects. Contact 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TARGET
SHOOTING
PERMISSION: on
private 3-10 min acre.
Pay $100/day 3 days
summer. Former USMC
Officer, Mark 860-982-
7164.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

WANT YOUR OWN
BUSINESS: but are in-
timidated by the books?
Have a professional
put your mind at ease.
VanRaalteBookkeep-
ing@gmail.com.

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGCl/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

NEWS BULLETIN « May 22, 2026

Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

$

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed
ok. Will take other makes and models.

CIT1-12-23

YOUR AD
SHOULD BE HERE!

663-2214.

EMPLOYMENT

Call us at: 860-633-4691

SADLERS

is seeking dedicated professional,
hard-working server/manager, part-
time or full-time weekends
and nights included. Excellent
opportunity, some benefits included.
Apply in person between
the hours of two and four.
61 North Main St, Marlborough
or eat@sadlers.com.

RE 5-22-26
———

Vacancy-Assistant to the Community
and Senior Center Director (PT)

than May 26, 2026:

The Town of Andover is now accepting applications for the
part-time position of Assistant to the Community and Senior
Center Director. Completed applications, along with resumes
and cover letters must be sent to following address no later

Town of Andover, Administrative Assistant 17 School Rd Ando-
ver, CT 06232 OR emailed to adminassistant@andoverct.org
Full job description is available at andoverct.org.

2TB 5/15, 5/22

Accounting Coordinator

qualifying experience.

Finance Department
Town of Portland, CT (EOE)
Wage Range: $57,577 - $70,811
Deadline: 6/12/2026 or until filled
Send resume and Town application: First Selectman’s Office,
P.0. Box 71, Portland, CT 06480-0071
[Email: mceppaglia@portlandct.org]
Full-time Non-Exempt, 35 hours weekly (7 hours M-W-Th, 10
hours Tuesday, 4 hours Friday); starting salary $57,577; MEUI
Clerical union; fringe benefits. Subject to pre-employment
drug/alcohol testing and background check. All qualified ap-
plicants will be considered for employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.
Qualifications: Associate’s degree in accounting + 2 years
progressively responsible bookkeeping or accounting record
keeping experience involving the use of a computer (i.e. MS
Word, Excel), or an equivalent combination of education and

1TB 5/22

HELP WANTED

Help needed in our Printing Department.
Full and Part-time Hours
Available Monday - Friday
Email Jim for more information:

jim@rarereminder.com
No phone calls please. Must be 18 years old.

CIT9-5-24

Www.seabirdenterprises.ord

SEABIRD ENTERPRISES:

NOW HIRING - DIRECT CARE STAFF

Starting Wage: $18.91/hour plus benefits
* Monday-Friday schedule
* Support adults with disabilities in bakeries,
greenhouses and mobile crew environments.

All training provided.
* HS diploma/GED and background check required.
Driver’s license needed for driving roles.

Locations: Groton, Uncasville, Plainfield, Colchester
Call John at 860-857-2685 for more information
and to schedule your interview

New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

RE3-15-24

YOUR AD

' SHOULD BE HERE!

#”Call us at: 860-633-4691

TREE & LAND

RE5-8-26

TREE & LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING:
Local! Professional,
competitive rates. 30
years of experience. Call
Thomas 860-267-7515.

POISON IVY ~ HAND
WEEDING: All pest
plants & vines re-
moved from trees,
walls/land clearing. NO
CHEMICALS EVER!
Period & Medicinal
garden design. Call Mike
845-481-0131. Don't
Worry ~ We got it!

TREE SERVICES:
Beech leaf disease
management, arbor-
vitae maintenance, tree
pruning, shrub pruning,
removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement
Reliable * Affordable « Quality Work You Can Trust.

SERVICES
* Tree & Land Clearing
* Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal
» Stump Removal
* Property & Hardscape
* Grading & Drainage
 Concrete
» Walls/Walkways & Patios
* Gravel Driveways & Extensions
* Shed Pads
* Cleanup & Prep
» Demo & Debris Removal

For more info call or text

860-906-7825
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

A Call o Email
ELEVATE

Estimate!
EARTH & WATER WERKS LLC

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES
WATER & SEWER MAINS

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured

RE4-11-25

Dorsey Construction
Spring Cleanups & Mulching
Call Today!!!

Gutter & Leader Cleaning ¢ Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

Concrete Work - sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

RE5714726I

B £0

&,
PATIOS - WALKWAYS - FIREPITS

Summer's too short not to enjoy your
outdoor space. We'll build you the perfect
spot to relax, entertain, and make memories.

Let’s GeT OuTtsipE
Custom patios, walls, beautiful walkways,
and cozy Firepits designed for your backyard.

860-295-9692

RE4-24-26

Mariborough, CT
season—reach out today!

START LOVING YOUR YARD.

BIG OR SMALL, WE PLANT THEM ALL.
From towering shade trees to compact
ornamentals and privacy screens.
Professional planting, quality stock, and
clean-up.

Site visit, species selection, delivery,
planting, mulch, and aftercare cuidance.
FREE ESTIMATES

860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT

RE4-24-26
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

JIM’S TREE .
STUMP REMOVAL { }

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

860-267-9957°

NO TREE TOO TOUGH...

Tree Removal « Stump Grinding
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing * Yard Expansions
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

Ryan Krajewski

60-573-1244
GLASTONBURY, CT

Licensed & Insured
VisAa @D T =~

RE4-2-21

EERVICE

CIT3-5-26

Ryan.S.Krajewski@gmail.com

Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-9-23

BUDGET LAWNCARE

SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS
WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY

LAWN MOWINGS -
DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7
Hebron, CT

TREE We Clim
REMOVAL “Sggsgi®

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE
Lot & Brush Clearing

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards ¢ Fully Insured
C & CLawncare — East Hampton

(203) 435-5355

RE3-27-26

HOWES Landscaping

& Tree Service LLc

860-608-1480

Howes your yard?

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!
Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion, Skidsteer Service
and Much More!

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates * Fully Insured

RE4-3-26

Quality Work

Same Day

LANDSCAPING LLC Call Returns

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —

CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS
Weekly Mowing
Pruning - Brush Clearing
Mulch - Stones + Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com :

pB STUMp
Removal LLC
860-205-3266

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
» Stump Grinding / Removal

* Brush Cutting

* Yard Expansions & Restoration

» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

www.dbstumpremoval.com

Ei DBStumpremoval

TAWN
<KC»), nicum:

Now Accepting New Customers For:
Weekly Mowing
Mulching * Pruning

-

BBB.

~

visa @D & =
Commercial & Residential

www.kclawncarellc.com 8680325 8;52
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. « Free Estimates

s "
Hasyour, garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?

Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels
= Garden Spring Cleaning = Edging = Cut Backs = Soil
Amendment = Fertilize = Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 00% recycled materials
Fully Insured

out all your
garden
woes."

RnR Garden Angels

Call today for a FREE consultation

- 860.36a.0504

CT License HIC.0645188

RE3-23-23

Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC
(860) 295-0097

Property Maintenance ¢ Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups ¢ Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration
Over-Seeding » Yard Expansion « Drainage « Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal
including roots

Page 31

SHORT ON TIME? Take the summer off and let us mow your lawn!

Now Scheduling

Weekly Mowing

& Spring Cleanup
Customers

Colchester & Surrounding Towns

Small Excavation Jobs
with Mini Excavator or Bobcat
Call for Topsoil Delivery
All Your Landscaping Needs

Call 860-537-2945

Terence & Diane Clark ~ FULLY INSURED ~ CT Lic. 562383

DAL A N A A e e

611 Lawn Care

Serving Colchester & Surrounding Towns

RES5-1-26

Call Now for Muich Installation

Weekly/Biweekly Mowing ¢ Light Excavation Work * Mulching

Walkways * Retaining Walls * Gravel Driveway Repair
20 PLUS YEARS EXPERIENCE

611lawncare@gmail.com (860) 705-6308

FULLYINSURED LIC #0671229

AU

| We Climb or Bucket
Truck Service

Hazardous Tree Remova

CALL NOW
FOR LOW
SPRING RATES!

* Lot Clearlng & Yard Expansmns

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

2 Spring Is Here!

O
Start Scheduling Spring Cleanups & Mowing Today
Now is the time to start thinking about your yard’s mulching needs
and trimming back overgrowth with the smell of spring in the air.
Reseeding and fresh topsoil is beckoning your yard, so let's get started.
SERVICES INCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing ¢ Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation

— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED —

RE3-20-26

SENIOR
ZEN Toper’s
D?;_QOUNT n Lawncare
=

.~ HIC.0600529

NOW SCHEDULING:

New Weekly Mowing &
Spring Cleanups/Mulch Installs

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Muich
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demoilition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCARING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

mmn 560.913.6203 gy

Light Moving ¢ Light Hauling ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
e 86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT )J

‘TSMINOR

ENTERPRISES, LLC

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Spring Clean Ups &
Debris Removal

* Mulching and Planting
* Lawn Installation /
* Land Clearing

e Tree, Brush
e Stump Removal
» Patios, Walkways, and
Retaining Walls
e Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)
Junk Removal and Demolition

860-716-0661

tsminorenterprises.com

CIT3-12-26

HIC#
0653158

FULLY
INSURED
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Legal Notice
Town Of Hebron Connecticut
Water Pollution Control Authority
Public Hearing(Virtual)
June 9, 2026
6:00 PM

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to the provisions of Section
7-250/7-255 of the Connecticut General Statutes, that the Water
Pollution Control Authority for the Town of Hebron shall hold a
Public Hearing on June 9,2026 at 6:00 PM. This hearing will

be to adopt the budget for year 2026-2027 and to set the annual
sewer use charge at $698 per Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU).
Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, this 14th day of May, 2026

Chris Hemberger

Chair, Town of Hebron W.P.C.A.

Page 32

TREE & LANDSCAPING

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough LLC

CT Licensed Arborist #5-6236

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

860.573.0428

toddrcohen@hotmail.com

| Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts | :
FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

ShoRts. = s,
Landscaplng:-
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowmg

Walks e Patios * Retaining Walls
Light Excavation & Drainage
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

— CALL STEVE —

(860) 917-5459

2TB 5/22, 5/29

MIDDLE HADDAM HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, May 28, 2026
6:30 P.M. AT TOWN HALL
LEGAL NOTICE

Public hearing will be held to consider the following:
Application 624 for a Certificate of Appropriateness for

David Giroux of 20 Keighley Pond Road, Middle Haddam, to
replace eight windows with white vinyl double-hung windows
with no grills. Replace front door with a Masonite/fiberglasss
door with textured glass.

The foregoing application is available for public review at the S
East Hampton Town Hall. At this hearing interested persons e
may be heard and written communications will be received. -

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

Veteran Owned
& Operated

RE3-8-24
E—

MULCH
& STONE
= LOT

Great products for repairing driveways including:

Spring/Fall Clean-ups ¢ Dethatching
Shrub/Tree Removal
Pruning ¢ Brush Clearing
Patios * Retaining Walls » Paver Walkways
Mulch ¢ Stones

LEGAL NOTICE of PUBLIC HEARING
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Town of Portland, CT
June 3, 2026 at 5:30 P.M.

The electors and those persons eligible to vote in town meet-

| Sidewalk Ed in 30 . . ings of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, are hereby warned
‘ S gmg EXPETQEIQRS 3 / 4” Dl"lveway Mix (aka process) and notified that pursuant to Chapter XII Section 1203.4
| Y NCE and Chapter V Section 503 of the Town Charter, a Special

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!
LOW DELIVERY MINIMUM

( OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )

93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

Town Meeting will be held by the Board of Selectmen on

Wednesday, June 3, 2026 at 5:30 P.M. in the Public Library,

20 Freestone Avenue, Portland, CT for the following:
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Selectmen approves of the Portland Board of Education to
enter into a Lease Agreement with NAICED, LLC, a Con-
necticut limited liability company having an address of 423
Center Street, Wallingford, Connecticut 06492, to lease 259
Main Street (Map 29, Lot 258) for the educational purpose of
providing a facility for a Post-Secondary Transition Program,
commencing August 1, 2026, for a 36-month term with the
terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement.

Dated this 20th day of May 2026

Attest: Michael A. Pelton, First Selectman

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

RE3-18-22

1TB 5/22

SERVICES

BILL THE POOPER € H I M N E Y DUMP RUNS/LIGHT INTERIORPAINTING, J & S MASONRY: LEON MASONARY

SCOOPER: I'll clean MIA INTENANCE: HAULING: Same| ?)iay DRYWALL REPAIR/ Design patio, pool LLC: Built on Craft. JOHN LACY PAlNTlNG

our vard of dog poo. Cleaning, caps, appointments available. REMODELLING: Ex- atio, Chimney repair.  Driven By Quality. Spe-
)Iéree yestimatesq Fg:all dampers, flashing, fur-  Cleanouts, basemel?tS, pert textured ceiling gtone walls, bri)(/:k WF;IIS, cializing in all types of INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
860-861-9027. nace liners and more.  garages. Even junk in  repairs, flooring in- retaining walls, steps. Masonary Work-Inside

No nonsense, no sales  the backyard. We can sta?llation, kitcher%J and Roofs cc]]one, venegrs and Out. Licensed & Quahty Craftsmanshtp

CARPET CLEANING: pitch, just the work you  take as much or as littte  bathroom updates/re- done, walkways. Ce- Insured. 432-423-5521 \\\\ w ll $159 -
Have your carpets deep ~ want done. 35 yrs. ac-  as you want. Mark 860-  modelling. Handyman  ment, tiles, paving and  OR 860-888-9763. l\\ alls - 3
dry cleaned. Eliminate tual experience as the =~ 295-9692 or 860-916-  services. Over 35 years  building maintenance. Insured 18' x 16' avg. room |
problems associated owner of Glastonbury’s ~ 9577. experience in all phases  Allkindsof masonryand PLUMBING AND Free Estimates &
with water (mold, mil- local chimney service. of remodelling. Reason-  home repairs. Call John, BATH REMODELING 40 YEARS 860-416-8354
dew). Bestmethod avail- ~ William Allen 860-633- FLOOR SANDING able prices/low hourly  860-796-0006. SPECIALISTS: All EXPERIENCE john_lacy@icloud.com
able for removal of pet 1033. AND REFINISHING: rates, licensed and in- phases of plumbing =
stains, etc. Removes al- Custom staining and  sured. Callortext Mark JOSH’S JUNK services and repairs,

lergens. Immediate use. DEE’S ANTIQUES, finishing. Repairing and  at 860-805-8122. REMOVAL: All items leakypipes and drains,

Upholstery cleaning. PAYS $$ CASH laying of all wood floors. removed atareasonable hot water heaters, =n TUTHIL L

Completely safe. Wood
floors restored without
sanding. Experienced,
references, insured. Wil-
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support
Small Business.

TAY

MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

LOR

PAVING LLC

Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

GRAVE STONE
CLEANING: Remove
mold, mildew, algae,
lichens and other air pol-
lutants from your loved
ones headstone. One
time safe, thorough and
effective hand cleaning
procedure performed by
husband and wife team.
Experienced, insured,
references, results. Call
or text for more inform-
ation. RIP Cleaning 860-
798-5770.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 vcins

CIT3-5-20

rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

FULLER

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming ¢ Residential *

Commercial

toilets, garbage
disposals, kitchen
sinks and faucets, tub
and shower valves,
and more. Call for a
free estimate! Quality,
professional work at
affordableprices. Fully
licensed and insured
-Discounts available
for seniors -Call Justin
203-440-5496.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING

Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. Infout, Out-
side only special. Text

()

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & I

-
B

FREE ESTIMATES e Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 &

RE3-13-20

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——
WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS * UV UNITS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Save $ on in place recycling of your old Marc at 860-508-0447.

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED «+ CT LIC. # 0537749

www.hydro-pure.com
@QU info@hydro-pure.com rea
out. Call 860-883-6775.

860-537-1949
Mr. Squeegee.

' House Washing,

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

DRIVEWAY

PROBLEMS?
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and

CIT3-5-20
—

Base Stonedust Products, P d Gravel, i
Sttt | [ ASPHALT ! Roof Cleaning Ny
WE DO NOT INSTALL TOXIC ASPHALT MILLINGS
(860) 537-1379| |puu—— + &More! :
ampavingct.com | No Water, No Problem! |
(860) 334-5135 PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC ! Just let us know. HC assis-inared |
Cash ¢ S i Di . . )

il American Crew Memberd, e o | 1Gnde & Sunshine ue ReEs!

" Owner Pricing = BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS e Es'T[MATEg
———; All Work Guaranteed ‘ \\\:_m (860)'632'PAVE(7283) s & I -
0/ Local & State Specs FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor * CT Lic. #579594 & 3 1 8 6 O - 9 4 2 - 3 9 13 Google Us G kkkaa |
Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #5642 § Commercial & Residential * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ 7 days a week = 5 T |
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SERVICES
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Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Egress Windows, Foundation Repair, Crawl Spaces
Sump Pumps, Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes.
Deal Direct With Owner - No Middle Man, Yard Drainage

= HIC. 0653192 ¢ CALL US

860-598-8091

H.@®

equipmentcompany inc.

24/7 Emergency Services

Installation & Repair
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks
Pressure Issues
Water Testing

Water Softeners

Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT
860-305-1823

RE3-20-26]

LPLUMBING & HEATINGZ

J [from dripping fancets to all €
your major plunibing/ heating needs

A2
Water Heaters © Zoned Heat

Boiler Replacement
Bathroom Remodeling

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

RE3-13-20 |

3l

e Sump Pumps
e Toilets
* Faucets

Providing safe clean water
since 1967
Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com
k. Mi-w‘ .‘-.i-;iu‘ _..._‘;:;& -
DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
HOT CRACK SEALING
BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

Neeb A PLUMBER?

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

® Water Heaters ® Disposals

e Water Filtration

* New Construction
e Bathroom Remodels ¢ And more...!!!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL -
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

e Additions
e Well Pumps
e Gas Lines

RE2-2-24
—

AIREHFLO

MECHANICAL .

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Convetrsions

Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace © Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters © Sheet Metal
— FINANCING AVAII.ABLE —

#9334 860-989-5079

CT Lic

BBB
BUSINESS

z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

RE11-6-20

RE10-4-24

AAA

Electrician Services

FORuQLL YOUR ELECTRICAL I\T,EEDS
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!

Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Too Big or Too Small —~INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

9

.
BBB.
ELC. 0209770-E1

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

ALL
PURPOSE
PAVING, LLc

State of the Art
Equipment

Free

Estimates

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

RE3-7-25

IMMEDIATE Driveways « Parking Lots
RESPONSE Gas Station « Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating  Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

Lic# 00548924
“All Work Guaranteed”

=——— FULLY INSURED =—/—
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

Excavation & Drainage

Licensed & Insured « LIC #0408372

MIDDLESEX

MECHANICAL
SERVICES LLC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call for Seasonal Furnace

RE1-2-26

Service and Maintenance!

We Offer Oil Tank
Schedule Today! Replacements
FREE ﬁ,V,Ve ey
860.9490571 1 EST'MATES ancing!

www.midmechct.com energize E> T

\ ar Asphalt -

Solutions

SPRING
SPECIAL!

Sealcoating
Crack Filling
Paving
Free Estimates

Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

100 OFF

RE3-13-20

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS: Dry
wall repairs, sheet rock-
ing, water damage, in-
terior/exterior painting,
6” gutter installation and
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

ABLE MASON &
RESTORATION LLC:
Chimney built, liner &
install INSTALLATION,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. PAVERS, PATIO,
TILE AND BATHROOM
REMODEL, ALL
MASONRY REPAIRS.
Licensed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’'t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 16
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS,
DECKS, ROOFS &
DOORS: to finished
basements, siding, &
floors. Licensed/insured.
Give us a call for free
estimate. Starr Build-
ers, LLC. See us on
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

Qﬁ

Since 1992
MARK'S

PAINTING
860-267-4125

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof stains,
moss? Optional lower
cost guards. LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524,

HARDWOOD
FLOORING:
Installation, repairs,
sanding, staining,
dustless refinishing.
Carpet and vinyl, LVT
and ceramic, all flooring.
Finish carpentry and
decks. HIC#0624266.
Fully insured. Free
estimates. BROTHERS
HOME IMPROVEMENT
& FLOORING, LLC.
Locally owned/ op-
erated info@
brothershomeimprove

mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J&SPAINTING&HOME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation,
vinyl siding installation
and roof installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,
860-796-0006.

L&R GENERAL
MASONRY: We spe-
cialize in perfection. We
do sidewalks, patios,
outdoor kitchens, chim-
ney repairs. Stone walls,
blue stone, etc. Fully
insured & licensed. Call
Rino 860-833-6146.

PAINTING -
REMODELING:
Interior-Exterior. Water
damage, Ceiling-Wall
Repair, Wallpaper
removal, Cabinet
refinishing, Power
washing, Deck &
House staining/paint-
ing, Carpentry jobs.
#0674321. Fully Insured,
Free Estimates, K&D
Painting. Call Kris 860-
463-5246.

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

STARKEY HOME
REMODELLING: Call
today for a free estimate
on all your Interior and
Exterior needs. Roofing,
decks, sheds, windows/
doors, landscape ser-
vices, porches, patios,
framing, carpentry, sid-
ing, kitchens/baths, base-
ments, flooring, painting/
staining, insulation, trim,
etc. Locally owned. Li-
censed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

89 Main St.

East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

860-267-8330

ullaboutblinds<t.com

RE5.15.26

RE3-13-20

HOME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——
See Me Before You Build /
3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 + Insured

Call 860.377.0380

Carpentry? Call Kateline.

Basements
Bathrooms
Remodeling
Mud Rooms
Carpentry

Kitchens ¢ Decks

Don’t See it - Call

Kateline

860-633-5296
860-965-8084 - cell

We Always Call You Back
Free Estimates ® License #552540
www.Katelinellc.com

RE 5-22-26

| Freshen Up for Spring!

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry
Quality Interior Painting

MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

RE1-16-26

FREE ESTIMATES

Advanced

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

P

Roof Replacement
Specialists

Get your roof Done Right
The First Time!

Quality Work | Cleanup Daily | Over 25 Years Experience

Billy 860-798-4275

FULLY INSURED LIC. #57835

1
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 1ic  €¢

INTERIOR
¢ All Phases of Interior Painting, Staining,
Textured Ceilings, Texture Removal
* WP Removal, Rep. Windows
* Home Improvements & Carpentry

FREE
ESTIMATES

INSURED

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

SHAW DRYWALL

Reliable Quality Workmanship

-—
i
l.-.
CIT3-5-20
=

KC MASONRY

Stonewalls « Brick Walls ¢ Bluestone * Steps

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. #574298 &
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net 5

First Class Service & Quality Work

ADMasonry

Fireplaces * Chimneys ¢ Patios « Sidewalks

CIT4-2-26

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063

FULLY INSURED

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

&= [ree Estimates o CT Lic. #06096-1701 o Insured
Q - — GLASTONBURY BASED —
Cell 860.368.9486 30 Years

e o ooosmis KEN (203) 558-4951

Office 860.657.9185 3TN

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs * Carpentry
* (eiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

Call Today! %=

FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED

860-295-6475 - 860-9167939

RE8-30-24

GUTTERS

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,
Exceptional Service =/

FREEfi; :Il! I\

ESTIMATES = | ]

£

CALL / TEXT -
860-944-5614
WwWw.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

r

E 860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

=Decks = Windows & Doors

Wgz 20 «|nterior & Exterior Carpentry
EX;ERIENCE *Finished Basements
= Structural Repair & Remodels

Rogers Home Services

Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs
Carpentry, Interior Painting

UNITED POWERWASH
& PAINTING

Interior / Exterior Painting
» Commercial * Residential * Full Service Preparation
* Minor Drywall & Ceiling Repairs
— FULLY LICENSED & INSURED —
Call Now For A Free NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

(860) 608-8376

N

CIT3-12-20

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling

= CHARTER th
ECED e 56" ANNIVERSARY
since #1969 pPESTORATION Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion
“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”

=l Home/Church/Historic [Ell= Preparation Specialist —
Restoration — Int & Ext Menu Format Proposals

[l Since 1973 Over 2300 [l Textured Ceilings/Removal
Aluminum Sided of Popcorn & Paper/
Homes Repainted Drywall & Crack Repair

=l Carpentry Services  [Ellm Hardwood Floor Finishing
=l Water Damage = ] Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

Call Christian Charter

860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

RE 3-7-25

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates

Var

jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com
=

A

860-983-9537,3 y |
& V. © Ed Loveland
FULLY INSURED - CT #574467 ‘\b\'/}\j\\ ) [é License #609553

FRANKLIN

CETRN 877-646-7774

Your Neighborhood Painters

Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS
INTERIORS: Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com
Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

CIT3-26-26
—

Frank, Owner

[=]8 < [s]
:“_-c'fgﬁﬁ:(Scan
B

foran
appointment

[Ae {0 FINANCING
S@a%gstom AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH
GENERAL

CONTRACTOR
ADDITIONS BUILDER

KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

RE5-1-26

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

*1000 OFF

with this ad

860-381-9336

or FREE Gutters with

CHICKEN COOP FOR
SALE: $500, OBO.
Located in Cobalt. Call
Bob 860-550-4138.

FURNITURE FOR
SALE: Glass hutch
with dining table, 8
foot by 4 foot with 2
leaves and 6 padded
chairs, minor damage
but overall good condi-
tion.$650.00. Call 860-
558-7766.

SENIOR SAFE
STEP-IN JACUZZI
TUB: White. 30"x50"
w/chrome high volume
valve for quick fills. In-
sulated. Never used.
$2,500. 860-685-1487,
please leave a mes-
sage.

Full Roof or Siding
Replacement

CIT9-25-25

Fi i’\a ne l.n
Available

christopherimprovement.com

Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

LICENSED
& INSURED

ARKER
AINTING

Interior/Exterior * Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
860-338-0156

CIT3-5-20

Licensed

::-':::: & Insured

Complete Site Work
Septic Systems

Stumping / Clearing
Grading / Driveways

JVF EXCAVATION

@ 860.933.0828
® jvi518@yahoo.com

CIT4-23-26

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry and -

35 Years Experience in the Horticultural Industry

Specializing in Hardscapes
Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Chimney Repairs
Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

Landscape Design & Installation
We Service all of Central CT e Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

Fully Licensed
& Insured
Lic. 0640485

CIT4-13-23
S

2007 TOYOTA
TACOMA: Access Cab,
4x4, AC, Bed Liner, Tool
Box. 80,800 miles. Great
Condition. No Rust.
$18,500. Call 860-467-
6669 or 860-709-2312.

FOR SALE: 2010 Mer-
cedes Benz E350 4 mat-
ic. 194,000 miles, great
condition. $3900.00 Call
860-978-0587.

TAG SALES

ESTATE SALE: 5/22-
5/24, Fri 8am, Sat & Sun
9am. 58 Millwood Road,
East Hartford. Antiques,
furniture, lamps, tools,
collectibles, coins glass-
ware, and more.

TAG-SALE, 80-OLDE-
STAGE-RD: Glaston-
bury. May 21-24, Friday-
Monday, RAIN/SHINE
(8-2). Antiques/collect-
ibles/furniture(3 rockers/
side table)/Quoizel-Abi-
gail-Adams-Milk-Glass,
3-Way Pendant-Light/
linens/samplers/hand
tools/books/stereo/45
records/oil-lamps/
jewelry/HH/kitchenware/
small appliances/rug-
s/mirrors/sports/pets/
electronics incl blu-ray
player/car dvr/games/
toys/beanie babies/cla-
rinet/Classroom-Printer-
Rubber-Stamp-Set and
much more.

FOR SALE

AUTOMOTIVE

MOVING/GARAGE
SALE: Fri, Sat, Sun,
5/22-5/24. 10am-4pm,
136 Pickinson Road,
Marlborough. Everything
must go! No reasonable
offer refused.

MULTIFAMILY TAG
SALE: Friday &
Saturday May 22 & 23rd.
8:30 to 5pm. 83 Lan-
tern Hill, Newington (off
of Maple Hill) so many
items to numerous to
mention. Something dif-
ferent every day.

ESTATE SALE: 11
Injun Hollow Rd, Had-
dam Neck. Fri 4pm-
7pm, Sat 9am-2pm, Sun
2pm-5pm. Many vintage
and antique books. Col-
lectibles, Crystal, Re-
cords, Bevin Bro. Bells,
Furniture, Tents, Kites,
and much more.



NEWS BULLETIN « May 22, 2026 Page 35

TONTH VT TIVTNT [weSTCHESTERPT ...

MEATS DELI Steaks
ROOFlNG | SlDlNG | WINDOWS | DOORS | DECKS | CARPENTRY GROCERIES MARKETFRESHPRODUCE $19.991b

Happy Memorial Day!

10 Count Box Boneless Skinless St. Louis Style Korean Style
Store Made Chicken Breast Pork Ribs Beef Short Ribs
Hamburg Patties o T—

\._WJ }W

- HOME IMPROVEMENT CONTRACTORS LLC |

_ |

5 ] I l

l ' Martin Rosol Kayem
Franks 3Ib Box i Corned Beef

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE : o Pastrami

GAF Master Elite Certified « Platinum ProVia Dealer = 3 ¥ \
Glastonbury-Based « Family-Owned - Industry Leading Warranties A WU&MLDFL sinee 1955,

CIT2-22-24

PAQUETTE Brian Becker

Fresh Pretzel

LLC H
ROOFING ConStrUCtlo n Hamburg Rolls i Blueberry or
Specializing in i iti 4-Pack : Cherry Pies 24 oz.
Residential & Commercial Roofing RemOde.Img l Addltl-O ns l Decks i b5 TR
Coo e 20 s Repairs | Fxcavat!on Work R
— Free Competitive Estimates Lot Clearing | Driveways
— Financing Options Available Foundations | Yard Expansion
www.paquetteroofing.com — FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED — $3 . 9 9
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769 § Located in Middle Haddam, CT 3
B&M Baked Beans Country Time Drink Mixes jl Kraft Bbq Sauce

FRANKLIN 3 DAVIS CT LI TiC 0535952 All Var. 28 oz. All Var. 18-19 oz. All Var. 18 oz.

KKS Construction ___| \p A w's PRO PAINTING uic % =l

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial Power Washmg

Carpentry - Roofing , _ gg0 633.6015 860-573-6860 2 for $6.00
or .

Dunkin = A-1 Steak Sauce

I On B d Water S i
WIndOWS —Doors ¢ —860.550.0932 ° F.reenEs:i'?r:ates‘: ;Lll;rlk;::j:ed
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1095 kimsadlon@cox.net EDwispropmnﬁng,,c@whoo_com

Ground Coffee == 10 oz.
All Var. 12 oz. 2

CIT3-20-25

CIT3-5-20

(h Swanson

T PAINTING
; REMODELING SPECIALIST
Michael Swanson, owner 860.295.1295

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, | ey G
Laminate Flooring * DORMERS ¢« BATHROOMS ¢ SIDING
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE * GARAGES  « KITCHENS * ROOFING
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL! Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
CALL: 219-575-0370 smwelch.com ¢ Insured * CT 607510

$9.99

Poland Spring Water
24-Pack 405.6 oz.

IrRe12-20.23

2 for $8.00

Pepperidge Farms Murrays Devour Entrees
Turnovers All Var. French Toast Stix All Var. 9-12 oz.

12.5 oz. e All Var. 14 oz. .
r;snezg == D?“Eua k
M;:;m! I : : § -

$2.99

Daisy Sour Cream
Lemonades and Juices All Var. 16 oz. Shredded Cheeses
Asst. Var. 52 oz. v All Var. 8 oz.
‘ wDaisym

SOUR
CREAM

Pure & Natunl

2 for $4.00

Boar’s Head Boar’s Head
Vermont Cheddar [ Oven Gold Turkey

professional — Small
IJANDSCAP IN G enough to be personal

Est. 1978

Member 860 65 9 5 75 7 CT Lic 493 Westchester Road, Colchester | PRICES EFFECTIVE May 22 - May 28
of BBB - - #555660 860-365-0071

. Open 7 days a week f Check out our Facebook Page
www.generallandscaping.com <

RE4-3-26

for updates and instore specials!
Mon-Sat: 8am-8pm, Sun 8am-7pm

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical errors.
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RE ey e

TIME TO REMEMBER THOSE
WHO GAVE THEIR ALL

AND REFLECT ON WHAT TRULY MATTERS MOST.

: : ey J ‘ ! , - 2 2
7 . ) &
I OFFER HONEST GUIDANCE CARLGUILD
) & ASSOCIATES

.. AND INTEGRITY YOU CAN TRUST THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE
A THROUGH EVERY PHASE OF
HOMEOWNERSHIP.

JIM HARRINGTON

. . 860-966-9966
~ Jim Harrington, BRoKER S MRHARRS com
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Dinner with the President... On May 1, Fowler-Dix-Park VFW 5095 was given the
honor of hosting a Department Dinner for VFW National President Lois Callahan.
Pictured are CT National Council Member Stanley Borusiewicz, Department Presi-
dent Cheryl Costello-Pelkey, National President Lois Callahan, Auxiliary President
Kelly Ezold, and Post Commander Ted Turner.

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER
OF TOWN NEAR
THE BIG Y.

fMARLBOROUGH MON.-FRI. 9AM-3PM

Always Accepting -/ -. - A -
. ; The Bass Bros... Despite the cold rain and overcast skies, anglers gathered at Sears
New Patients & Clients! Park Pavilion on Saturday, May 9th for the annual Lake Pocotopaug Bass Fishing
Tournament. The catch-and-release tournament brought together outdoor enthusiasts
PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE of all ages. East Hampton Parks and Recreation thanks all participants, volunteers,
and sponsors - including Zah’s Bait & Tackle - for helping make this year’s tourna-
8 6 O 2 9 5 3 9 3 9 ment another successful community event. Pictured at Sears Park pavilion are, from
- - left, third-place winner Matthew Wojchowski, first-place winner Dennis Jenks, and

second-place winner Joseph Kawasnick.

RE4-10-26
S

RICK'S REAL ESTATE GROUP

Plaque Dedication

GOOD&ETOMS s ST

Haddam Public Library invites all to a Ded-

ication Ceremony of Memorial Plaques on
ESTATE JEWELRY + GOLD » ANTIQUES + COINS Jhay a3l Sunday, June 7, L om. 2.4 o, e
. brary, 2 Knowles Rd.
Buying Us ed Jewel ry, The plaques are in honor of Leonard Nel-

Sterling Flatware and Coins son Blake and Dr. Gerald Alan Peterson &
Dr. Cynthia Wyeth Peterson.

Light refreshments and beverages will be
Come on down for $$3$3$ on the spot! provided, and a string quartet to perform.
All are invited to come celebrate the li-

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high. brary’s new porch addition and celestial

Looking to buy: garden armillary.
Sterling Silver Flatware

Sterling Serving Pieces Garden Club Plant Sale
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition The Belltown Garden Club is holding its an-
Gold and Silver Coins nual Perennial Plant Sale in conjunction with
Collectible Coins the East Hampton Congregational Church’s
Open-Air Market, on Saturday, May 23.
. . There will be a variety of perennial plants - all
Not Sure? Bring it In! dug from members’ gardens, so they are happy

At
CENTURY 21 AllPoints Realty 21

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

ricksrealestategroup.com ——

860-930-3469 to live in East Hampton soil.
1100 Main Street The plant sale will officially be from 9 a.m.-
1 Main Street ' noon, although club members will be there af-
East Hartford, CT 06108 ter noon cleaning up - and will also sell then

East Hampton . . as well.

Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015 For more information, text Hollye at 860-
Each office is independently g Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 986-1240. Unsold plants are donated to East
owned and operated 3 Saturday’s 9-4 Hampton Public Library, which it in turn will

creas2e)  sell to help its fundraising efforts.
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Op en House I iaéoﬂ_?%oﬁ‘:’ &%

out oyr
© =
reviews on
Facebooki
Camp

Glenbrooke Outdoor Sports Center « 429 Oak Street, East Hartford

Offered 8 weeks each summer — pick your weeks —
camp payment plans available.

Mon-Fri e Ages 6-13 ¢ 9am - 4pm
Early drop-off and late pickup available
Dedicated & Devoted Director & Staff

(NO cell phones or electronic games allowed by staff or campers)

Register At Glenbrookekidscamp.com
For more info contact Rose at 860-682-8265 or roseviola66@gmail.com

IN PERSON SIGN UP is also available at TANKWORKS, 360 East Center St., Manchester.
Please call ahead for sign up 860-646-3348

Glenbrooke is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization

CIT5-21-26
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Goff House Donations Welcome

Donations to the 2026 Joseph N Goff House
Gazebo Concert Series are still being accepted.

All concerts are held in the East Hampton Vil-
lage Center Gazebo on Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.,
starting June 18 and running through Aug. 6
(except for Old Home Days week). Concerts
will feature a different local talent each week.

Donations, which are tax-deductible, help
pay for the bands and promotional materials.

Checks made out to Joseph N. Goff House Inc.
can be mailed to P.O. Box 337, East Hampton,
CT 06424. Any amount is appreciated, or do-
nate by level:

Special Grants or Awards, Over $250; Mae-
stro, $250; Soprano, $150; Alto, $100; Tenor,
$50; Bass, $25.

For further information, call Melissa Pionzio
at 860-993-5311.

Absentee Ballots for Budget Vote

Absentee ballots for the upcoming June 2
East Hampton budget referendum are available
at the town clerK’s office, located at Town Hall, 1
Community Drive.

Office hours are Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Tuesday, 8 a.m.-6:30
p.m.; and Friday, 8 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The office
will be closed Monday May 25, for Memorial
Day.

All registered voters and individual proper-
ty owners with an assessment of not less than

$1,000 on the 2025 Grand List are eligible to ob-
tain an absentee ballot for this referendum. For
more information, call 860-267-2519.

The budget referendum will also include a
vote to appropriate funds from the Capital Re-
serve Fund for the Middle School Parking Lot
Repaving project.

The 2026-27 referendum will be held at Town
Hall Tuesday, June 2. Voting will be between 6
a.m. and 8 p.m.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St,
has announced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register for a program, call
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 a.m.- 8
p-m.; Thursday - Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Holi-
day Closing: Monday, May 25, due to Memorial
Day.

Kdult Programs: Herb Your Enthusiasm: A
Cookbook Club Event: Tuesday, June 2, 6:30
p.m. Bring a dish where herbs are a key flavor.
Sample and discuss recipes and take home an
herb from the library’s Mini Herb Planting Sta-
tion. Also, welcome special guest Michele Valley
from Wildcraft Herb Shoppe. Bring a prepared
dish and 12 copies of the recipe to share. Food
should arrive ready to eat; the library will pro-
vide plates and forks. Register or drop in.

Tech Help: Thursday, June 4, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required; just bring
your device with you.

Teen Programs: Exam Prep & Plan: Tues-
days, May 26-June 17. There will be snacks,
study supplies, and surprise perks for exam

prep. Powered by the library’s Teen Advisory
Board.

Magic: The Gathering (Grades 7-12): Sat-
urday, May 30, 1-3 p.m. Whether you already
know how to play the card game or want to
learn, come together and play with people of all
skill levels.

Middle Grade D&D: Create a Character!
For Grades 5-7: Monday, June 8, 6-7:30 p.m.
Learn to create a character for Dungeons &
Dragons. Beginners and returning players wel-
come. All supplies provided; incoming fifth-
graders welcome.

Children’s Programs: Lego at the Library:
Grades K-6: Tuesday, June 2, 4:30-5:30 p.m. All
Lego bricks provided.

Drop-In Sensory Play: Wednesday, June 3,
10:30 a.m.-noon. Drop in for a sensory play
time where children can explore water play,
themed sensory bins, and a variety of textures,
materials, colors, and tools. Caregivers and chil-
dren are invited to move at their own pace.

DIY Days: K-8: Saturday, June 6, 11 a.m.-4
p-m. Children and families in grades K-8 are
invited to create a different toy, game, or treat
together. No registration required; just drop in.

Middle School Honor Roll

Honor Roll students for the third quarter of
the 2025-26 school year at East Hampton Mid-
dle School are:

Grade Eight

High Honors: Anabela Amarel, Pranud An-
thony, Wade Aresco, Daniel Arndt, Nicholas
Bagley, Cassandra Bombaci, Charlotte Burgin,
Colton Burgin, Ryley Cohen, Abigail Coleman,
Alexa Colwell, Ella Conforto, Abigail Coyne,
Natalie Dean, Kayleigh Doll, Mia DonAroma,
Tyler Drzata, Kayla Engelhardt, Grace Fagan,
Mason Ferguson, Evelyn Fielding, Brayden For-
migilo, Clara Foulis, Lucas Gionfriddo, Cayden
Guite, Sofia Haley, Jackson Hall, Lennox Hanna,
Brooke Hawes, Madison Herman, Nolan Hilton,
Callahan Hines, Mira Hogan, Zoe Holzer, Ga-
briel Hunt, Taylor Karabetsos, Adriana Karas,
Michael Kauftman, Thomas Kellogg, Isabella
Kiernan, Owen Killian, Keegan King, Chanuk
Kulatunga, Zackary Lavender, Emilia Luparia,
Olivia Luparia, Sara Maalouf, Isabella Mackie,
Josslyn Marrero, Cameron Marzi, Natalie Max-
well, Cole McCarthy-Nowak, Charles Mon-
talbano, William Muzzy, Grayden O’Hearn,
Carter Pattison, Tiffany Pinzon, Joseph Ploszay,
Bryson Rall, Mia Ricciardelli, Emma Roberge,
Tyler Roman, Isabella Secondo, Luca Serra,
Kayla Spitzmacher, Emily Stiles, Jacob Sylvester,
Trevor Ushchak, Sophia Vargas Mendez, Devin
Werme, Lukas Werme, Jackson Wilks, Harper
Woodson, Zachary Zabroski.

Honors: Juliana Aresco, Whimsy Brand,
Pierce Drobiak, Nicholas Dudek, Aubree Dun-
nells, Cody English, Alexander Farrell, Tobias
Finn, Daniella Garcia, Elijah Kramer, Brayden
Landry, Graysen Loan, Gabriella Munoz, Quinn
Paiva, Sophie Roy, Noah Salamone-Martinez,
Abigail Tinney, John Zarate.

Grade Seven

High Honors: Bridget Adams, Gianna Baio,
Anthony Balamucki, Mitchell Bombaci, Jayden
Caliskan, Michael Cerreta, Connor Chretien,
MariAnna D’Amore, Hudson D’Elia, Allie
Dipace, Emmie Dugan, Hunter Ellis, Audrey
Embacher, Emma Emery, Anabia Fahd, Lu-
cas Farias, Isabelle Fromme, Avery Gelineau,
Olivia Gianinoto, Dylan Gionfriddo, Brayden
Goodwin, Alex Gora, Owen Grendzinski, Ce-
celia Guest, Kennedy Hall, Autumn Hatcher,
Gabriella Hill, Grace Holman, Gracie John-
son, Benjamin Kennedy, Thomas Kokus, Alice
Kowalewski, Ava Kroeber, Gavin Ladue, Mat-

thew Lessard, Elaina Matte, Leah McCormick,
Kaylani Melendez, Kaylee Melendez, Blake Mi-
lardo, Kayla Mitkiewicz, Liam Mutters, Riley
O’Connor, Bryson Paddock, Ashley Phillips,
Aaron Pierson, Aiden Pierson, Ella Ploszay,
Blake Rau, Max Rawlinson, Bryanna Ray, So-
noma Rembish, Savannah Russo, Maiya Sad-
owski, Joseph Salafia, Mason Seaman, Ryker
Shumbo-Jenks, Alexandria Smith, Josie Tiano,
Lukas Vai, Brayden Valli, Alessia Vargas Men-
dez, Philip Vincuilla, Maria Vitiello, Scarlett
Ware, Katherine White, Dyani Williams, Lionel
Wilson, Evan Yacono, Veda Youngs.

Honors: Calan Bengtson, Walker Briere, Ka-
dyel Cardona, Tyler Claude, Kendall Hill, Lillian
Jewart, Collin Kloepfer, Eli Mitchard, Gabriella
Morbidelli, Ainsley Mortimer, Aleksa Niosi,
Kaiden Shakir, Kade Sheehan, Arthur Skinner,
Wyatt Tomkus, Jeffrey Walitynski.

Grade Six

High Honors: Blake Aresco, Charlotte Ar-
nold, Jarek Barillaro, Ivy Caselli, Colby Chris-
tensen, William Clark, Taelyn Colwell, Fiona
Coyne, Islay Danaher, Violette DeSimone,
Henry Distin, Michelle Drlik, Rylan Ellison,
Avery Fagan, Sawyer Farrell, Whitney Fielding,
James Finn, Colin Fitzgerald, Benjamin Foulis,
Lucas Granatowski, Kayla Hawk, Aria Hinds,
Natalie Kellogg, Brennan King, William Krotky,
Connor LaBonia, Eli LaPlant, Charlize Lemire,
Gabriella Martino, Aiden Mathieu, Quinn
Mathieu, Charles McCarthy-Nowak, Oliver
McCarthy-Nowak, Sawyer McCarthy-Nowak,
Cash McGlynn, Ashlyn McWade, Colin Meier,
Francis Mezzatesta, Lorenzo Milardo, Camden
Montalbano, Dalton Neary, Bennett Niderno,
Isabelle Nunes, Ivy O’Brien, Cooper O’Hearn,
Jordan Ortuso, Megyn Perez, Owen Phillips,
Brody Pinney, Marjorie Pratt, John Reis, Scar-
lette Remele, Claire Roberge, Jonah Robinson,
Darren Royce, Jeremy Royce, Brooke Scanlon,
Peyton Schoonerman, Lorenzo Secondo, Marco
Serra, Bodhi Shumbo-Jenks, Violet Smith, Hans
Smutz, Nora Venetianer, Melania Wiesner,
Harper Wilcox, Ian Williams, Joel Zavattero,
Nolan Zavattero.

Honors: Amelia Bennett, David Burgh, Noah
Faucher, Mason Gorra, Quinn Gould, Hailey
Guiheen, Jillian Meacham, Benjamin Munoz,
Evelyn Nilsen, Abriana Parente, Landon Santos,
Ava Silva, Addison Trombino, Mekhi White.

0.5K Extreme Endurance Challenge

The Rotary Club of East Hampton will
hold its first-ever 0.5K “Extreme Endurance
Challenge” Sunday, June 7, at 11 a.m., at Sears
Park, finishing at Lakeside Bar and Grill.

The event will feature a 0.31-mile trek that
is almost entirely flat (4” curb elevation). All
participants who successfully cross the finish
line will receive a commemorative medal and
0.5K oval car decal.

Participants are encouraged to wear their
most creative outfits, with prizes awarded for
the best dressed.

At the finish line, all participants will re-
ceive a snack and ticket for a beverage pro-
vided by Lakeside Bar and Grill.

Tickets are $30 for adults, $15 for kids and
$5 for dogs (on a leash), and include a race
T-shirt, a 0.5K sticker, a hot dog, a doughnut,
and a beverage ticket for Lakeside. Sign up
online through the Rotary’s website (www.
easthamptonrotary.org) or in person the day
of event at Sears Park. (A $5 “day of” fee will
be assessed for those who don’t pre-register.)

Proceeds directly benefit the East Hamp-
ton Rotary Club’s local initiatives, including
community service projects that support East
Hampton and Marlborough.

Contact Tracey Gardiner at Cladalass24@
hotmail.com or 401-556 8172.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required.
For more information or to register, stop by the
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Fairytale Lunch at Pickity Place, Mason,
N.H.: Thursday, May 7. Visit this 1786 cottage
for lunch followed by time to stroll the grounds
and shop, explore the herb shop, gardens and
greenhouse. Also, visit the Cathedral of the
Pines in Rindge, N.H., for a guided tour. Ex-
plore the sanctuary, sacred spaces, monuments
and burial grounds built as a memorial to those
who have fallen in service to the nation. Cost
is $167.

On the Hunt, Moose & Gems, Bethel,
Maine: May 27-29. Spend two nights at Sunday
River Resort, and visit Maine Mineral and Gem
Museum, Moose Safari, Conway Scenic Rail-
way. Cost is $769 double/triple occupancy.

Newport Flower Show “Pearl of Newport”:
Friday, June 19, departing the Stop & Shop

parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Rosecliff Mansion is the
backdrop for the Newport Flower Show where
participants can stroll the first floor of the man-
sion and the grounds filled with floral arrange-
ments, shop the marketplace and have free time
in downtown Newport. Cost is $136.

Boston Tall Ships: Tuesday, July 14, depart-
ing from Stop & Shop at 9:30 a.m. Experience
the fleet of international tall and military ships
in Boston Port as part of Sail250; lunch at Jim-
my Buffets’ Margaritaville; browse Faneuil Hall
then board the Charles I for a narrated cruise.
Cost is $183.

Twin Lobsters and a Show at the Student
Prince, Springfield Mass.: Tuesday, Aug. 25,
departing Stop & Shop at 9:45 a.m. Enjoy a lunch
of twin lobsters or prime rib at this charming
restaurant in the heart of downtown Springfield
and a show with Freddie Marion performing
hits by Wayne Newton, Kenny Rogers, Sammy
Davis Jr. and more. After lunch, spend time at
the MGM Springfield Casino. Cost is $149.

Early Bird Tickets for Haddam Neck Fair

Early Bird tickets for the 2026 Haddam Neck
Fair are now on sale.

Celebrating its 114th year, the Haddam Neck
Fair will return Sept. 4-7. For a limited time,
Early Bird tickets will be available at a discount-
ed rate, giving attendees the opportunity to ex-
perience everything the fair has to offer while
saving money and avoiding lines at the gate.

The four-day fair features classic fair foods,

agricultural exhibits, live entertainment, com-
petitions, family-friendly activities, and more.

Early Bird tickets will be available until July
31, and can be purchased at bitly/HNFTick-
ets26.

For more information about the Haddam
Neck Fair, including event details and updates,
visit www.haddamneckfair.com.

CDHR to Host Car Show

All are invited to the fourth annual Horse-
power Car Show, hosted by the CT Draft Horse
Rescue on Saturday, June 6 (rain date is June 7)
at Powder Ridge Mountain Resort, 99 Powder
Hill Rd., Middlefield.

There will be live music by Beth & the Boys,
raffles, games, food/drink, and trophy awards.
There will also be a special appearance by Sam
and Pete, the CDHR ambassador Clydesdales.

Cars arrive from 9-11 a.m., gates open at 11
a.m., and awards will be given at 2 p.m. Car en-
try fee is $20, and no pre-registration required.
General admission is $5 per person.

Proceeds from the event go towards the care
of the equine residents of CDHR, a nonprofit
organization, located in East Hampton, that
is dedicated to saving the lives of neglected or
abused draft horses as well as draft horses head-
ing to slaughter. For more information visit
www.ctdraftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/
ctdraftrescue.

The events premier sponsor is Tine Dale
Electrical Contractors. For questions and spon-
sorship inquiries, email cdhrcarshow@gmail.
com.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St.,
announces the following. Advance registra-
tion is required for all programs unless noted;
register at myactivecenter.com or by contacting
the center at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@
easthamptonct.gov. Senior center hours are
Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9
a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.easthamptonct.gov/east-
hampton-senior-center for more information
and a list of regular weekly and monthly activi-
ties, including games, quilting, Bible study, tap
dance, monthly men’s and women’s groups, and
more.

Holiday Closing: The center will be closed
Monday, May 25, for Memorial Day.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and sub-
mit the form.

Linefit: Every other Monday from June 1
through Aug. 18, at 2 p.m. Drop-ins welcome
for $5.

Trailblazers Walking Group: Monday, May
25,9 a.m.,, on the Air Line Trail, 69 Smith St.

Café Conversations with the Coordinator:
Tuesday, May 26, 12:15 p.m. Chat with center
director Holly Marrero and share ideas/provide
feedback on center programs.

Wednesday Film Fun: Wednesday, May 27, 1
p.m., featuring Song Sung Blue with Hugh Jack-

man and Kate Hudson. Registration required.
Please notye the new day for films.

Live Well with Diabetes Health Workshop:
Thursdays, May 28 through July 2, from 1-3:30
p.m. This free six-week workshop is on how to
better manage your diabetes. Learn what to eat,
low and high blood pressure, what to do when
feeling sick, dealing with stress, and more. Call
860-214-0308 to register.

The Script Society: Thursday, May 28, 2
p-m. Join actress and director Val Bozzi for this
monthly interactive program where partici-
pants bring stories to life by reading and explor-
ing a variety of scripts together.

Bike Rides for Seniors: Friday, May 29, 10
a.m. Ride at the Manahan Trail, Millside Park,
2 Ferry St., Easthampton, Mass. Stop for lunch.
Bring your bike, helmet and water bottle. Call
860-267-4426 for ride information and to reg-
ister.

Save the Date!: A planning meeting for the
East Hampton Senior Center Old Home Day
Float will be held on Friday, June 5, at 11 a.m.
Bring your ideas. This years theme is “Bells,
Boats and Birth of Our Nation,” for America
250. Float riders needed; the parade date is Sat-
urday, July 11.

Opportunities: Do you or a loved one need
assistance with grocery shopping? The East
Hampton Senior Center has volunteers ready to
help. Each week staft will consult with you on a
shopping list and a volunteer will do the shop-
ping and deliver it to your home. Call the center
to sign up.
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New Flag Pole... A new flag pole was recently installed overlooking Lake Pocotopaug

at School House Bay in honor of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. The
flag pole was a donation from the Katie Morris family to the people of East Hampton.
A formal dedication is being planned as part of East Hampton’s 250 celebration.

Help Keep Lake Pocotopaug Healthy

Homeowners who live both on Lake Poco-
topaug and in the watershed can take advan-
tage of the town’s LakeSmart Program to help
keep the lake clean.

The LakeSmart program offers advice on
things homeowners can do to their properties
— such as limiting use of fertilizers (especially
bad ones with high phosphorus or nitrogen
contents). Homeowners can learn about
things to do to prevent water runoff, such as
adding plantings on downbhill slopes, creating
permeable pathways, and the proper use of
gutters and downspouts on houses.

The Friends of the Lake Association also
offers a $100 reimbursement (with receipts)
to any homeowner in the Lake Pocotopaug
watershed area who has consulted with the
LakeSmart Program and uses their specific
recommendations to make improvements to
their property.

For more information or to set up a no-
cost appointment with members of the Con-
servation Lake Commission, call John Purple
at 860-416-2992 or Shawn Mullen at 860-
267-7300.

YPPCA Taking Registrations
for Summer Theater Camp

The Young People’s Center for Creative Arts
(YPCCA) is now accepting registrations for its
2026 Summer Theater Camp for students enter-
ing grades 6-12. The four-week program will
run Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to
2:45 p.m., June 29 through July 26, and will be
held at East Hampton High School.

Fee is $775 per child; additional children in
a family are $725. Scholarships are available for

families with demonstrated financial need.

In Summer Theater Camp, mornings are de-
voted to skill-building workshops, and after-
noons are dedicated to rehearsals for the camp’s
mainstage production — which this year will be
Disney’s hit musical Frozen.

For more information or to register, visit
www.ypcca.org or email info@ypcca.org.

Epoch Arts Accepting Tag Sale Donations

Epoch Arts is accepting donations for its an-
nual September Two-Weekend Tag Sale.

A small group of volunteers will sort, clean
and price the donations. Items not accepted:
recliners, couches, headboards, mattresses, bed-
frames, high chairs, cribs, car seats, comput-
ers, printers, keyboards, TVs, VCRs, exercise
machines, textbooks, encyclopedias, old-style
phones, large toys, doors, ironing boards, stroll-
ers, single chairs, paint and cleaners, file cabi-
nets, office chairs, large dog beds, lighting that
can’t be plugged in, medicine, animal diapers

and fish tank pumps.

Drop-off times are 8 a.m.-2 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: May 23, June 13 and 27, July 11
and 25, Aug. 1 and 8. Drop-oft is located at the
lower end of the building in the garage area by
Helping Hands, 27 Skinner St. Please do not
drop off your donations at the main entrance to
the building or on any other drop off days.

Tag Sale 2026 is Sept. 11 and 18, noon-5 p.m.,
and Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20 from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Belltown Spring Sprint

The Belltown Spring Sprint 2M Run & Walk
is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2, at East Hamp-
ton High School on North Maple Street.

Onsite registration and check-in open at 5:30
p-m. followed shortly by the Kids Race on the
high school track at 5:45 p.m. The main two-
mile walk and run kicks off at 6:15 p.m., tak-
ing participants through the flat neighborhoods
surrounding the school.

EHHS Class of ‘67

Reunion
Members of the East Hampton High School
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m.,
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and
pay as you go. Call or text 860-682-2067 to re-
serve your spot.

Anyone for Tennis?

The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-
gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 9-11 a.m. at the Sears Park
courts. Players from all Rivereast towns are wel-
come.

This mixed-doubles program is free, requires
no partners and is open to all levels of adult
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up.

For more information, call or text Natalie
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Resident Studies Abroad

Caiden Hettrick-Rivera of East Hampton, a
senior majoring in finance, studied abroad dur-
ing the spring 2026 semester at Eastern Con-
necticut State University.

President’s List

East Hampton residents Mohmand Hussaini,
Jessica Grant and Jamie Naughton made the
spring 2026 President’s List at Southern New
Hampshire University in Manchester, N.H.

Chicken Cordon
Bleu Dinner

The Missions Committee of the Second Con-
gregational Church of Middle Haddam will sell
dinners-to-go on Saturday, May 30, from 4-5
p.m., at the church, 52 Middle Haddam Rd.

The meal will feature chicken cordon bleu
with a gravy, baked potato, vegetable, roll, and
chocolate cherry cake. Cost is $14 per dinner.
Reserve by calling or texting Geri at 860-682-
2067 by May 27.

This annual event helps raise funds for the
East Hampton High School Project Graduation
to provide a safe, substance-free celebration for
graduating seniors.

To sign up or for more information, visit
runsignup.com/Race/CT/EastHampton/East-
Hampton5K. The first 100 people to register
for the two-mile event will receive a free pair of
custom socks.

Helping Hands Open
Twice Monthly

Helping Hands is open from 9-11 a.m. on the
first and third Saturday of each month. Dona-
tions will be collected on those Saturdays, as
well as every Thursday from 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Helping Hands is located at 27 Skinner St.

For more information, call Beth Cunning-
ham at 860-365-1054.

East Catholic Honor Roll

East Hampton residents Marie Doran and
Brent Cattanach made the East Catholic High
School honor roll for the third quarter of the
2025-26 school year.

Doran, a 10th-grader, and Cattanach, an
11th-grader, each earned First Honors.

CCEH Spring Market

The annual Spring Market will be Saturday,
May 23, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., on the grounds of
the Congregational Church of East Hampton at
59 Main St.

The market will include a plant sale, vendors,
crafters, food and the Belltown Garden Club
will also be selling perennials. Cash, check,
credit or debit cards will be accepted by CCEH
for payment.

For more information or to reserve a vendor
spot, contact Lisa at 860-918-1170.

The Great

Restaurant Raffle

The Friends of the East Hampton Public Li-
brary group is holding The Great Restaurant
Raftle through May 31. A $20 ticket enters you
to win one of three local restaurant gift card
bundles. Purchase three or more tickets to be
entered into the golden ticket prize.

Tickets can be purchased by cash or check in
person at the library (105 Main St.), or via the
link on the library’s website easthamptonpubli-
clibrary.org.

All funds raised benefit the East Hampton
Public Library.
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Hebron Author Pubhshes Second Novel

By Toriana Williams

For most of her professional life, Hebron resi-
dent Andrea Ezerins worked in boardrooms,
conference halls and the fast-moving world of
insurance. For more than 30 years, she built a
career in an industry driven by numbers. But in
2024, Ezerins stepped away from that world and
into storytelling.

Ezerins is now preparing to release her sec-
ond novel, When the Forest Dreams, a heartfelt
story about fear, love, nature and the courage
it takes to change your life. The book will be
published May 26 and can be found anywhere
books are sold.

For Ezerins, this second novel came much
faster than the first. Her first book, Again and
Again Back to You was published in 2024. She
called it “a 20-year effort for me,” she said.

The process was notably shorter this time
around.

“This book, I wrote in a six-month period,”
Ezerins said - and noted the difference was in-
tentional.

“I really wanted to ... kind of test myself or
challenge myself;” she explained. “My first book
had been this obsessive kind of passion project
for 20 years. And I thought, ‘Gosh, could I write
a second book?”

The answer turned out to be ‘yes’

However, When the Forest Dreams was nev-
er meant to be just another book. It became a
personal challenge and a love letter to one of
Ezerin’s favorite novels, The Blue Castle by L. M.
Montgomery.

“I really like modern retellings,” Ezerins said.
So she decided to try her hand at her own ver-
sion.

Ezerins remembered discovering The Blue
Castle years ago after reading about it in a maga-
zine article featuring a celebrity who said it was
one of her favorite books. “I was like, ‘Gosh,
never heard of it,” said Ezerins. “So I bought it

.. and just loved it”

She has reread it many times since and even-
tually decided to create her own modern ver-
sion. “I thought, let me see if I can do a modern
retelling of this 100-year-old book,” she said.

The result was When the Forest Dreams, a ro-
mance centered on Emma Jablonski, a sheltered
young woman living in New York City whose
life suddenly changes after a frightening medi-
cal diagnosis.

Ezerins said Emma’s journey mirrored a les-
son that has stayed with her since first reading
The Blue Castle. “What it tells us at the end ... is

that fear holds us back,” she said. “Fear of fitting
in, fear of failing, all the things.”

“If you can overcome that fear, you can really
live the life that you want or are meant to,” she
added.

That theme is universal, she added. “It’s your
own fear. It’s self-inflicted,” she said.

While fear drives the story, nature shapes it.

In the book, Emma is an amateur birdwatcher
who finds peace in Central Park before her jour-
ney eventually takes her deep into the forests of
Arkansas in search of one of North America’s
most mysterious birds - the ivory-billed wood-
pecker.

For Ezerins, that bird became the perfect
symbol. “The ivory-billed woodpecker is one of
these birds ... a kind of mystical bird, I'll say, in
the bird community;” she said. People still de-
bate today whether the bird exists at all.

“People want to believe it’s still around,” she
said. “But ... it hasn’t been seen in years and
years.”

That sort of mystery made it perfect for the
novel. “Its kind of looking for something that’s
elusive ... you don’t know if it’s really there or
not” Ezerins called it a “really good parallel”

As a birdwatcher herself, birds are not just
part of Ezerins’ story but also her life. She dedi-
cated the book to her mother, who first intro-
duced her to birdwatching.

“My whole life, she had bird feeders out;
loved feeding the birds,” Ezerins said. “So my
mother definitely influenced both of us” Ezer-
ins noted her brother who is now a professional
bird guide.

The birdwatching passion also found its way
into Emmas character, and Ezerins admitted
those scenes were some of her favorite to write.
“I enjoyed writing about the birds,” she said.
“Emma bird watching and trying to ... spot
birds and the joy she kind of gets from that”

“A true person that loves birds - even a com-
mon bird that you see every day - you'll stop
and watch,” she added.

Though the novel touches on romance, fam-
ily, illness and self-discovery, Ezerins said one of
the harder parts of writing involved Emma’s fear
of inheriting her mother’s disease.

“I had to really think about ... what would it
be like if that happened to you,” she said.

Beyond the story, Ezerins described herself as
an “accidental author,” a title she wears proudly.
“I never dreamed of becoming an author,” she
said. “T love to read ... but I would never even
have attempted to write a book”

‘Witness Stones’ Program Coming to St. Peter’s

On Saturday, May 30, from 4-6 p.m., at St.
Peter’s Church (30 Church St.) in Hebron,
RHAM Middle School Inquiry Academy stu-
dents will commemorate the lives of two Af-
rican Americans from the town’s past.

Through the Witness Stones Project fund-
ed by the Hebron Greater Together Com-
munity Fund and in affiliation with Historic
New England and the Hebron Historical
Society, students will present their research
projects based upon primary documents ex-
amining the lives of Martin Powers and Cesar
Peters Jr.

The Witness Stones Project has placed

more than 300 memorial stones in seven
states and developed an award-winning cur-
riculum that engages students and communi-
ties in meaningful historical research. RHAM
Inquiry Academy students have previously
researched and commemorated the lives of
three African Americans from Hebron: Cesar
Peters Sr., Pomp Mendo, and Henry Peters.
The general public is invited to view and
talk with students about their projects on
May 30, and to be present when the two lat-
est Witness Stones markers are dedicated in
front of St. Peter’s Church across from the
land these two African Americans farmed.
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Hebron res1dent Andrea Ezerins has a new book out - When the Forest Dream It

is her second novel.

Everything changed, though, on a flight
home from an insurance conference more than
two decades ago.

“I had thought of the ending of my first book

.. and it was such a good ending,” she said. That
single ending pushed her to write a beginning, a
middle and eventually a second novel.

Now retired, Ezerins is embracing this new
chapter. “I'm kind of in this world of writers and
authors,” she said.

Readers will have several chances to meet her
this summer. Ezerins will hold a book signing at

Barnes & Noble in Glastonbury on June 13, an
author talk at Douglas Library on July 15 and
she will be signing and selling books at Folklore
and Fable in Colchester on Aug. 1.

In the end, she said she’s learned not to over-
think the journey. “You just need to keep mov-
ing forward,” she said. “All the small little steps
forward ... that gets you where you're going”

For more information, visit Ezerins’ website
at AndreaEzerins.com. She can also be found on
Facebook and Instagram.

CD Rates?

Earn 6.15%

We partner with a company that is
offering a fixed annuity that pays you

3,5, or 7 years on $100,000 or more.

I

INTEGRITY

WE A L T H

CIT4-30-26

Not Happy With Bank

Interest With Us.

5.40%, 5.90%, or 6.15% a year for either
www.IntegrityWealthRetirement.com

Located in: Glastonbury, CT and Farmington, CT

Schedule your no cost or obligation financial review today!

RETIREMENT PLANNING | WEALTH MANAGEMENT | FINANCIAL PLANNING

Call us today
to learn more
203-278-7727

James Beyer, AIF ® CLTC ©
Financial Advisor, Integrity Wealth

203-278-7727 | jbeyer@brokersifs.com

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Integrity Alliance,
LLC, member SIPC. Integrity Wealth is a marketing name for Integrity Alliance.
Fixed Annuities are long term insurance contracts and there is a surrender
charge imposed generally during the first 5 to 7 years that you own the annuity
contract. Any guarantees offered are backed by the financial strength of the
insurance company. Surrender charges apply if not held to the end of the term.
Withdrawals are taxed as ordinary income and, if taken prior 59 1/2, a 10%
federal tax penalty.




NEWS BULLETIN « May 22, 2026

SECTION 2 + Page 6

Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron « Hebron

An exhibition of paintings by Marlborough resident Cassandra Hamilton is cur-

rently on display at Douglas Library.

Smorgasbord: Paintings from the In-Between

All this month, Douglas Library in Hebron
will present Cassandra Hamilton’s solo exhibi-
tion of dreams, shamanic journeys, and emo-
tional studies in gel crayon, watercolor, ink, and
acrylic.

Many of the pieces the Marlborough artist
made during the Art2life February 2026 daily
art challenge led by American painter Nicho-
las Wilton (in which artists painted from their
emotions). Other pieces Hamilton created from
her nocturnal dreams or shamanic journeys.

She also created works from her Threads of Life
process inspired by Neurographic Art engaging
pareidolia - which is the perception of a signifi-
cant object or image in a random visual pattern
(e.g., clouds, rock formations, toast) to heal or
transform a life issue.

In the art you'll meet Hamilton’s brothers and
sisters Horse, Cat, Bear, and Fish. The colorful
abstract pieces range from 4’x4” to 307x48”
This free exhibit runs all May in the Community
Room during library hours.

Tax Abatement Applications Available

Applications for property tax abatements
are available for Hebron residents. There is
a town ordinance that defers property taxes
when those taxes exceed 8% of total house-
hold income from any source.

For example, if the total household income
from any source totals $30,000, the property
tax liability would be capped at $2,400. The
abatement would be for any property taxes

that exceeded $2,400. The abatement would
apply to the upcoming tax year beginning
July 1.

Those interested in the program can re-
quest an application by calling the town
manager’s office at 860-228-5971. Applica-
tions will be mailed upon request. The appli-
cation deadline is May 31.

Landmarks on Parade

Hebron CT Celebrates America 250 will hold
Landmarks on Parade, a walking history tour of
Hebron, on Saturday, May 30, from 1-4 p.m.

The tour will feature historic homes and
gardens throughout the center of Hebron,
with some facts and some scandalous fiction.
Tours will start on the hour and the half hour.
Walkers will hear about early Hebron, the Gull
Schoolhouse, Fuller Tavern, Old Main Street,
the importance of Old Town Hall, how Doug-
las Library became Douglas Library, an old
blacksmith shop, gardens, meeting halls, houses
of worship and homes built and owned by He-
bron’s prominent first families.

Each tour lasts approximately an hour and
a half; the last tour leaves at 2:30 p.m. Wear
comfortable walking shoes. The event is free
and includes entertainment by Past Curfew, a
cappella group and Marlborough Jr. Fife and
Drum Corps. Snacks and refreshments will be
provided. Tours start and end at the Town Hall
complex, 15 Gilead St. To register for a time slot,
look on Facebook for Hebron CT Celebrates
America 250, visit thetowncenterproject.org,
or send an email to ttcp@thetowncenterproject.
org.

Drop-ins are welcome, but registration is
highly encouraged. This is a free event.

Trails Day Walk at Raymond Brook

Connecticut Trails Day is almost here, and
with it will come a chance to explore Raymond
Brook Marsh. A naturalist will lead a guided
walk along the scenic Air Line Trail in State
Park on Saturday, June 5, from 9-10:30 a.m.

Get a rare look at an active beaver lodge, and
listen for the songs of migratory birds that fill
the air. Along the way, you'll discover native
plants and wildlife while learning how they sup-
port a thriving ecosystem.

This easy, flat trail is perfect for all experience

levels. No prior knowledge is necessary. Bring
binoculars for the best views, and don’t forget
a hat, water, and sunscreen. Children are wel-
come, though the hike is reccommended for ages
8 and up.

Visit trailsday.org to learn more and register.
Connecticut Trails Day is a statewide celebra-
tion of trails, coordinated by the Connecticut
Forest and Parks Association as part of National
Trails Day.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For a full listing of
events and more information, call the library at
860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Artist of the Month: All
this month, stop in and view a comprehensive
collection of artwork by local artist Cassandra
Hamilton in the Community Room.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed
Monday, May 25, for Memorial Day.

Friday Film: May 29, 1 p.m. Sentimental Val-
ue (rated R) will be shown. Free popcorn and
water will be served.

The Herbal Apothecary: Monday, June 1,
6:30 p.m. Join Mark Gostkiewicz of Tri Gable
Lea Farm for an introduction to the craft of the
home apothecary. This class is about the sim-
plicityof growing your own herbs and process-
ing them into useful products for your home.

3D Printer Class: Mondays, 5:30 p.m. Learn
how to use the library’s new Bambu printers. All
ages and experience levels welcome, but chil-
dren under 18 must be accompanied by a par-

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW
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81081XEL

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081XEL

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

WA UL«
YOUTASTE |

AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHzp

OMAHA STEAKS

o

Butcher’s Classic Pack
Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)
Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

separately $323-93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133

312999

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
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Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar

Five Gourse Menu Offering on Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 « $15 plate charge for sharing

Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing
Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

Penne Aglio Olio - Penne with garlic and oil - Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Aﬁaraﬂjs, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SAL

Eggplant Rellatini Rolled eggplant
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions,
roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - s« your server for our selections
WINE & DINE MENU

$80 per couple / $50 for single
Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

(. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411 |
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

ent. Register on the library website or call the
library.

Knit-Wits: Mondays, 6 p.m. Bring your knit-
ting or crochet project and join this informal
group of fellow stitchers.

Mahjong Group: Tuesdays, 11 a.m. Stop in
and play Mahjong, regardless of your skill level.

Chess Club: Thursdays, 4 p.m. Players of all
ages and skill levels are invited to drop in and
play a game or improve their skills.

Yard Games: Planning an outdoor event? The
library has yard games available for a one-week
checkout period.

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Every
Monday, 4-5 p.m.

Storytimes are every Tuesday and Thursday
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday is ideal for ages 15 months
to 3 years old. Thursdays are geared to ages 3-5
years old, as they learn letters, numbers and col-
ors. Siblings are always welcome at either ses-
sion.

President’s List

Hebron residents Breanne Truscinski and
Jonathan Busby made the spring 2026 Presi-
dent’s List at Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity in Manchester, N.H.

— DINING ROOM ONLY —

APPETIZERS

PASTA COURSE

D Cup of soup of the day or garden salad
DINNER CHOICES

Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz
crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole (rab meat stuffing
served over spinach

CIT5-21-26

g
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Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser

The Paige Houston Memorial Scholarship
fundraiser will be held Friday, June 5, at The
Greenleaf Café, 47 Main St.

A $20 ticket donation is appreciated. A pasta
dinner will be provided along with entertain-
ment by Blue Mountain Haze. Raffle tickets will
also be available for purchase along with a 50/50
raffle.

Paige Kendra Houston, 17, was killed in a car
accident in the early morning of Aug. 6, 2013 -
just weeks before what was to be her senior year

at RHAM High School. Each year since 2014,
two RHAM graduates have each been awarded
a $1,000 scholarship in honor of Paige. Money
raised at the fundraising dinner will go towards
this cause.

If you have any questions or would like to
contribute in any way, please free to contact Mi-
chele Stephens-Houston at KMPCS@comcast.
net or 860-729-3305. Donations may also be
dropped off at the Greenleaf Café.

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs - and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Summer Camp Registration is now open.
For more information, contact Parks and Rec.

Peaceful Poses Chair Yoga: Wednesdays,
June 3-24, 10-11 a.m., at Pathways to Peace
Yoga, 269 Church St. Chair yoga is a gentle
practice allowing participants to enjoy yoga
while seated or using a chair for support. It is
suitable for beginners, seniors, and those recov-
ering from surgery.

Cheer and Dance Camp: June 29-July 2,
9-11:30 a.m., at RHAM High School, for grades
1-4. Campers will develop dance and cheer
skills such as jumps, stunts, and formations
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Tea, Togetherness, and Thankful Hearts...

while enjoying games and teamwork.

Football Camp: June 22-26, 8-11:30 a.m., at
RHAM High School, for ages 7-14. Join RHAM
football’s head coach and the RHAM football
players for a week of offensive and defensive
skill development.

Food Explorers Summer Kickoff Camp:
June 17-19, 9 a.m.-noon, at Hebron Elemen-
tary School. You'll be making two recipes from
scratch each day such as Pizza Stuffed Naan’,
Chocolate Monkey Bread and Homemade Pas-
ta. Recipes are nut-free but may contain dairy,
eggs and gluten. Fairy Garden Camp: July
13-16 at Hebron Fire Station, Company 2. In
this whimsical camp, kids will design and build
their own fairy gardens, complete with creative
decorations, and magical touches. Session 1 is
8:30-11 a.m., and Session 2 is 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Gilead Congregational Church recently

held its annual “Favorite Ladies” tea. It was an afternoon filled with laughter, con-

nection and celebration, the church said.

SLICEWORKS

eat.drink.relax

363 New London Tpke.
Glastonbury, CT 06033
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE:

/
.tolr! emember’and hono
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Christ Lutheran Early Childhood Center recentiy hosted a Mother’s Day Brunch.

The event included an activity where children and their families painted flower pots

and planted seeds inside.

CLECC Hosts Mother’s Day Brunch

Christ Lutheran Early Childhood Center re-
cently hosted a Mother’s Day Brunch to honor
the important women in students’ lives. The
event welcomed mothers, grandmothers, and
special caregivers.

Families gathered to enjoy a warm brunch to-
gether. A highlight of the event was a hands-on
activity where each child and their family had
the opportunity to paint a flower pot and plant

seeds inside.

“We wanted to create an experience that was
both memorable and meaningful,” said CLECC
Director Jennifer Johnson. “It was wonderful to
see the children so excited to create something
special and to spend quality time with their
loved ones”

For more information about Christ Lutheran
Early Childhood Center, call 860-228-5134.

2
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Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

Gabv i1s a Nurse
Greater Ha
and West Hartford, CT

Practitioner who has recently joined
irtford Internal Medicine

in Glastonbury

$5.00 OFF~;

Any order over $25.00

with this coupon « expires 6-30-2026

A ing new ients!
sliceworksct.com ccepting new patients

We Deliver! @ DOORDASH

To schedule an appaintrment (L) 560-659-0581 Wi, prrirmehic, oorm
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The Hebron Lions Club recently gathered
for a special evening of fellowship, service, and
celebration as the club proudly welcomed two
newly inducted members and hosted a distin-
guished guest from Lions Clubs International.

The club officially inducted Patrick Hedden
and Tom Atwood Jr. as new members of the
Hebron Lions Club. Both new Lions were wel-
comed by fellow members and recognized for

Lions Welcome New Members, Honor District Governor

their commitment to service and dedication
to supporting the Lions’ mission of improving
communities locally and globally.

The event was further highlighted by a visit
from Lions Clubs International District 23C
Governor Jim Tripp, who shared updates from
across the district, including insights into cur-
rent initiatives and upcoming humanitarian
projects supported by Lions Clubs throughout

the region.

In addition to district updates, Tripp took
time to recognize and celebrate several Hebron
Lions members who reached notable member-
ship milestones. These honorees represented a
range of service, from 10 years to an extraor-
dinary 40 years of commitment to the Hebron
Lions Club.

adtle, Bob Musson, Dwayne Bruender
and Mike Beaulieu, who were all recognized for their years of service. In the middle photo, Lion Pam Atwood pins a membership pin to the lapel of newly inducted Lion
Tom Atwood Jr. And in the right photo, Lion Ed Hodge pins a membership pin to the lapel of newly inducted Patrick Hedden.

For more information about the Hebron Li-
ons Club or how to get involved, community
members are encouraged to attend a meeting
or follow the club’s activities locally. For more
information on upcoming volunteer opportuni-
ties, contact the Hebron Lions at volunteers@
hebronharvestfair.org.

Colchester o Colchester « Colchester o« Colchester « Colchester « Colchester o

Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester « Colchester o Colchester

The 34th annual “Top Dog” Contest is un-
derway. The winner receives the No. 1 dog tag
from the Colchester Town Clerk’s Office and a
basket donated by Wagging Tails of Colchester.

In order to enter into the contest you must
pre-register your dog for the 2026-27 license
year. Return the application with payment to
our office by 4:30 on Thursday, May 28. The
drawing will be held Friday, May 29, and the
winner will be notified. The application can
be found on at colchesterct.gov under Town
Clerk.

A copy of a current rabies vaccination cer-
tificate and, if it is not listed on the rabies cer-
tificate, a current spay/neuter certificate must
be included. Checks/money orders should be
made payable to Town of Colchester. Your li-

Annual Top Dog Contest Returns

cense and tags will be mailed to you after reg-
istration begins on June 1. You can mail the
application to: Colchester Town Clerk, 127
Norwich Ave. #101, Colchester, CT 06415

Applications may also be returned the
Town Hall via the drop box located outside
the Town Hall, in person at the town clerk’s
office, or emailed to dogowners@colchesterct.
gov. Email can only be done with a credit/
debit card and there is an additional $2 con-
venience fee the vendor charges to use your
credit/debit card.

License year is July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.
Fees are: for spayed/neutered dogs, $8; for
dogs that aren’t spayed or neutered, $19.

If you do not wish to enter the contest, reg-
istration begins in June.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, May 25: Senior center closed for
Memorial Day.

Tuesday, May 26: 8:30 a.m., Senior Golf
League; 9 a.m., Making Memories; no Tai Chi
today; 10 a.m., Mixed Media Art Class; 11:30
a.m., Memorial Day Picnic; no TVCCA lunch
today; 12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole;
1:15 p.m., Bingo; 6 p.m., Trivia Night.

Wednesday, May 27: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries. Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;

10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 10:30 a.m., Healthy
Foods Series, Caregiver Series; 1 p.m., Sew-cial
Time; 1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drum-
ming.

Thursday, May 28: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling, Card-Making
with Barbara; 10:30 a.m., Your Voice Matters; 11
a.m., Yoga; noon, Senior Benefits Counseling;
12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 p.m., Domi-
noes; 1 p.m., Knit & Crochet; 4 p.m., Tech Time
with Harry; 6 p.m., Ultimate Bingo.

Friday, May 29: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours,
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30
a.m., Choral Group; 11 am., Yoga, Lunch
Bunch - Red Lobster; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Auditions for CCT Summer Theater

The Colchester Community Theatre (CCT)
will hold its Summer Children’s Theater Work-
shop in July - and auditions will be Sunday,
June 14, from 1-3:30 p.m., and Monday, June 15,
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. Auditions will take place at
the Congregation Ahavath Achim (Colchester
Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave.

The workshop is open to all children entering
grades 2-12. Every child must audition to at-
tend the program. There are no exceptions. All
children who enroll are accepted. Auditions are
solely for the purpose of cast placement. Each
child is to bring sheet music or an instrumental
recording and be prepared to sing. An accom-
panist will be provided.

This year, CCT will produce Disney’s Dare
to Dream JR., a musical revue that follows an
eager group of trainees on their first day at a
fictional Walt Disney Imagineering Studio. Ast
the group sets out to help each other discover
their dreams, they work together to explore the

power of dreams to unite, inspire and make
anything possible. Drawing from a century of
Disney films, Dare to Dream JR. features songs
appearing for a first-time ever in a Disney stage
musical, including fan-favorites from The Prin-
cess and the Frog, Coco, Encanto and Frozen II.

Required pre-registration must be completed
at www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com/sum-
mer-workshop. The workshop fee is $140/child.
Additional forms required to be completed by
a parent/guardian will be available at auditions.
Children only need to attend one audition, not
both dates.

The workshop will be held at Bacon Acad-
emy auditorium July 6-17, Monday through Fri-
day, from 9 a.m.-noon, culminating in a show
on July 18 at 2 p.m.

Contact Diane Ozmun at 860-908-9286 or
email info@colchestercommunitytheatre.com
for additional information.

Co-Ed Adult Softball

Colchester is accepting registration for a
newly formed co-ed adult softball league.

Teams are being formed in Colchester, East
Hampton and Portland. Games may be played
in all three towns in July and August. You have
the option of registering with a team, or as an
individual to be added to a team with open po-
sitions. Rosters must have a minimum of four
women and will be capped at 15 players. Town
recreation departments will provide the fields,
balls and umpires - each team must provide

their own bats and catchers equipment.

The fee is $550 per team to cover the town
expenses associated with games.

Registration will close June 1, at which point
game schedules, rules and more information
will be sent out. For more information, call Col-
chester Parks and Recreation at 860-537-7297.

To register in Colchester, go to colchesterc-
trec.recdesk.com/Community/Home. To regis-
ter in East Hampton or Portland, use their town
websites.

Book-Signings with Local Author

Colchester resident Elaine M. Alexander,
an award-winning author known for bringing
ocean science to life for young audiences, has
released her newest book, Giant Cuttlefish: Cha-
meleon of the Sea.

To celebrate, she will be hosting several events
across the region, including book-signings and
interactive storytimes designed to engage curi-
ous, ocean-loving kids.

Upcoming events include: Saturday, May 30,

11 a.m. - Storytime and signing at Bank Square
Books in Mystic; Saturday, June 27, 11 am. -
Storytime at Salem Public Library.

These programs introduce children to marine
animals like the giant cuttlefish and anglerfish
through storytelling and hands-on activities.

Alexander is a lifelong Connecticut resident
currently residing in Colchester. She is the au-
thor of Anglerfish: The Seadevil of the Deep.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

Colchester Senior Center has the following
upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior
center members and their adult guests over the
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester
residents aged 55 and older. There is an annual
fee of $15 for seniors residing outside of Col-
chester. For more information or full trip de-
scriptions, or to register, call 860-537-3911 or
email csc@colchesterct.gov.

City Island Lobster House - Bronx, N.Y.:
June 4, departing at 8 a.m. Cost is $171/person,
which includes transportation and lunch.

Amish Country Two-Day Adventures: June
23-24, departure time TBD. Experience an au-
thentic Amish dinner prepared by an Amish
family and see the play Joshua. Cost is $509/per-
son (double or triple occupancy) and includes
transportation, one night hotel, one breakfast,
one dinner, admissions, tour escort, driver and
tour director gratuity.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow.
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-

Resident Graduates

Lindsey Reilly of Colchester has graduated
cum laude with a Bachelor of Science degree in
aerospace engineering from the Florida Insti-
tute of Technology.

She will be working at Northrop Grumman
in Melbourne, Fla., as an associate engineer
aeronautical.

tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-
ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple
occupancy).

Germanfest - Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy,
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost
is $158/person and includes transportation and
lunch.

Studio Two - The Beatles Tribute Band:
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club.
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Lions Breakfast on

Town Green

The Colchester Lions Club will be hav-
ing its annual Breakfast on the Green Sun-
day, May 24, starting at 8 a.m.

One hundred meals will be served, fea-
turing pancakes, eggs, sausage, bacon, hash
browns, coffee and juice.

Pre-sale tickets are available at Dime
Bank (Colchester Location) for $8, or
tickets can be purchased on the day of the
event for $10.
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Colchester Budget Sent to Referendum

By Toriana Williams

Colchester residents packed Town Hall last
Wednesday, May 13, and, after lengthy and of-
ten-heated debate, voted to send the proposed
town and education budgets to referendum.

On Wednesday, May 20, voters were asked to
approve a proposed 2026-27 town operations
budget of $19,521,660 - an increase of $1.43
million, or 7.93%, over the current year. Voters
were also asked to approve a proposed Board
of Education budget of $50,868,807 — up $3.57
million, or 7.55%, from the current year.

As polls closed after press time, look for a
story on the outcome of the vote in next week’s
Rivereast.

The updated mill rate presented at the meet-
ing was 32.01, an increase compared to the cur-
rent year’s 29.92. However, the proposed mill
rate decreased slightly from the 32.28 figure
that had been sent to town meeting, after offi-
cials said the town had received an additional
$600,000 in state aid earlier this month.

No reductions to either budget proposal were
made at the May 13 meeting. A motion from
resident Jason LaChapelle to reduce education
spending by $435,656 failed after lengthy de-
bate.

All told, the May 13 meeting consisted of two
hours of heated comments, procedural disputes
and repeated questions about school leadership
and the financial fallout from the separation
agreement with now-former schools superin-
tendent Dan Sullivan.

“This is your meeting,” First Selectman Ber-
nie Dennler, a Democrat, told the standing-
room-only crowd as he called the annual budget
meeting to order.

After the proposed town operations budget
moved forward with relatively little discussion
and overwhelming support, attention shifted to
the education spending package - and with it,
to the controversy surrounding Sullivan’s resig-
nation.

LaChapelle formally moved to reduce the
school budget by $435,656. He argued the num-
ber represented what he said was the approxi-
mate cost of the former superintendent’s separa-
tion package over the next 17 months.

He emphasized that his motion would not
send school funding below the current year’s

budget of $47.73 million. “It reduces only the
additional increase being requested this year;’
he stated.

Indeed, had LaChappelle’s motion been suc-
cessful, it would have left the proposed school
spending plan at $50.43 million, a 6.63% in-
crease from the current year.

LaChapelle insisted his proposal was not an
attack on public education.

“I have three children in the school district
myself. I have no interest in gutting education,
nor is that what this motion does,” he said. “My
only intent is to try and help make sure our tax
dollars are spent in a way that prioritizes our
children’s education..”

As he continued, his remarks drew both ap-
plause and visible frustration from different
corners of the room. “The constant gaslighting
is exhausting,” LaChapelle said. “Every concern
about spending is immediately framed as an at-
tack on education”

His comments opened the floodgates.

For the next two hours, roughly, residents
questioned school officials, town leaders and
each other over why Sullivan was allowed to re-
sign while continuing to receive salary and ben-
efits through October 2027.

One resident, Brian Smith, offered perspec-
tive from his own corporate separation expe-
rience. “Most towns, when they get rid of the
superintendent, pay out the last year — whatever
it is just to end their pain,” said Smith. “That’s
what I think we've done here”

Others were far less sympathetic. Many resi-
dents repeatedly questioned why Sullivan was
allowed to resign.

Resident Alden Thayer was more direct. “The
buck has to stop somewhere,” he said. “That
guy’s making over 200,000 bucks. Thats a good
place to start”

Questions repeatedly returned to whether
Sullivan could have been terminated for cause
rather than given a separation agreement.

Board of Education Chair Stefanie Tracey-
Calash, a Democrat, confirmed Sullivan had
been under a three-year contract. When asked
whether he could have been terminated for
cause, she responded, “He was not terminated.”

At several points, residents pressed board

WJJMS Honor Roll

William J. Johnston Middle School has an-
nounced its honor roll for the third quarter of
the 2025-26 school year.

Grade Six

High Honors: Adrianna Anastasiou, Emma
Barthel, Delaney Berta, Elisabeth Boutote, Ca-
mila Bravo, Harper Brenek, Calleigh Carroll,
Camilla Carroll, McKenzie Clarkin, Maggie
Cleary, Sofia Contreras, Owen Cote, Kennedy
Cove, Cole Deacon, Aria Fecteau, Jojo Feinberg,
Patrick Feldhouse, Amelia Fluck, James Ford,
Caroline Frasier, Hugo Gostkiewicz, Isabel
Hawes, Harper Johnson, Caysen Jones, Jameson
Kelleher, Brendan King, Zoey Koji, Emily Krep-
cio, Lucas LaBarre, Brent Lachapelle, AMya
Laureano, Edward Lengel, Danny Liu, Aubrey
Margelot, Olivia McClain, Brody Michaud,
Skyler Michaud, Julian Mula, Amelia Mundell,
Mackenzie Nadeau, Daniel Page, William Pagel,
Bella Panus, Kaitlyn Peck, Luke Reid, Liliana
Rioux, Mason Ryan, Elva Seals, Logan Sevigny,
Hayden Sposito, Evelyn Suski, Stanley Szczur,
Jacob Talarczyk, Nicolette Tichy, Kaydence
Trudeau, Lucy Verruso, Joseph Whitley.

Honors: Brynne Alford, Giuliana Arrigoni,
Emily Auresto, Nhyira Badu, Gabrielle Bagnati,
Mia Barillari, Belen Barrios-Valenzuela, Olivia
Bishop, Finley Blanda, Samantha Busby, Grant
Caplet, Olivia Christoff, Samarie Collazo, Bevin
Cowell, Daymon Delaware, Mark Denesha, Lil-
lian Donovan, Drew Dugan, Lilith Erdman,
Henry Farrington, John Forbes, Leyawin Gri-
gas, Alessandra Gruss, Maureen Hickey, Bran-
don Hopkins, Sean Jones, Sarah Langdon, Kar-
son Lastrina, Stella Launonen, Harrison Maher,
Gabriella Mauro, Addison McElroy, Aria
McLaughlin, Emily Melgey, Juliana Michaud,
Charlotte O’Hara, Lilu Parks, Mason Patenaude,
Connor Peck, Lacey Phelps, Jillian Post, Dmitri
Potter, Anthony Previti, Leia Priore, Luca Rago,
Samantha Roberts, Nelson Rooney, Ryan Rowe,
Lilian Sargenti, Leonora Smith, Xavier Smith,
Joseph Spineti, Levi Stahl, Samuel Standish,
Luke Theriault, Skylar Tierney, Charlotte Walls,
Reika Zaler.

Grade Seven

High Honors: Delaney Beirn, Olive Boyd-
Bingham, Hannah Buyniski, Jace Collins, Nora
Creutz, Stella DeGaetano, Josephine Doel-
ger, Neil Drylie, Honorah Gillespie, Grady
Greene, Christian Ingalla, Isabela Ireland, Vio-

let LaRose, Zachary Martino, Isabel Mattison,
Mairead McGloin, Jasmine Morin, Evan Pazul,
Autumn Rettig, Kendall Scholl, Sophia Sherry,
Tyler Siena, Otto Walter, Adam Wilinski, Grace
Wissler.

Honors: Lyra Ackroyd, Lukas Anastasiou,
Brynn Angell, Jenalise Aquino, Kaydence Bed-
ner, Elizabeth Belding, Danika Bennett, Saman-
tha Bertash, Grace Bisi, Emily Borah, Sarah
Candler, Mason Catalina, Felicity Chambers,
Camden Christoff, Landon Duhamel, Jayson
Eisenberg, Lochlan Fabry, Antonio-James Fer-
reira, Eve Gould, Addison Grosso, Liam Hagan,
Courtney Hahn, Aubrey Henry, Nicholas Hieg],
Joshua Hunt, Adeline Jordan, Cameron Kaiser,
Jace Kaur, Grayson Kerrigan, Juliet Koonankeil,
Sloan LaParre, Haoxi Liu, Ava Lizondro-Pane,
Ethan Lukra Matos, Joseph Marotta, Elmina
Mulaibisevic, Socrates Pena Valenzuela, Isaac
Pensa, Joziah Perez, London Peterson, Rylan
Ramos, Kailynn Rancourt, Rory Richardson,
Logan Roberts, Ethan Schoen-Rene, Bryson
Simone, Kayden Summerlin, Abigail Van Zilen,
Sophie Wilson.

Grade Eight

High Honors: Hayden Barbabosa, Fabiola
Berard, Gabriella Bishop, Terry Boaz, Paul Bro-
deur, Nina Caplet, Olivia Carrington, Chloe
Civardi, Tristan Cote, Bailey Cowell, Breena
Cowell, Cali Cruz, Carter Doutre, Lily Eppler,
Caitlyn Griffin, Benjamin Healy, Lily Koji,
Hunter Kovach, Lilah Martz, Grace McAlp-
ine, Ryder Michaud, Camille Mickens, Jenna
Schoen-Rene, Payton Shelden, Lunaya Urban,
Emma Verruso.

Honors: Brady Bigelow, Jacob Bradow, Jac-
queline Busby, Molly Buscetto, Sophia Dean,
Lucas Dubreuil, Jacob Durfee, Evan Faber,
Trevor Garvie, Dylan Gerkey, Taylor Hardy,
Alexander Healy, Ruby Jeffries, Skylar Jones,
Stella Kauffman, Carlton Kristoff, Kaylee Krol,
Ryan Lombardo, Mia Lopez, Reagan Mangan-
ello, Axel Monaco, Peyton Moynihan, Hannah
Nitkowski, Stella O’Kane, Lauryn Pac, Molly
Parsons, Harper Perry, Josslyn Post, Genesis
Reyes, Braeden Richards, Lyra Riley, Amelia
Roberts, Maya Rodriguez, MacKenzie Schulze,
Khegan Serr, Michaela Smith, Kaya Struzik,
Ethan Summerlin, Logan Szewczyk, Gino Uc-
cello, Muhammad Usman, Jake Ward, Kadence
Weisensee, Jack Wissler.

members for more details, only to be told legal
restrictions prevented fuller answers. So, Denn-
ler stepped in to explain what he could.

“You should recognize that there is language
in there that restrains what these Board of Edu-
cation members can say,” he explained. “Wheth-
er you agree with what they agreed to or not,
at this point, that agreement ... does bind these
people from being able to respond to some of
these questions.”

As the debate dragged on, one motion was
made to end discussion and move directly to a
vote. Even that became a lengthy procedural or-
deal, complete with disputed counting methods,
paper ballot collection and growing frustration
from attendees.

“This is disorganized. It's not working,” one
resident shouted during the vote-counting con-
fusion.

When the votes were finally counted, the mo-
tion to close debate failed, which kept discus-
sion open. The meeting then shifted into broad-
er concerns over the district’s troubled health
insurance reserve fund and currently pending
forensic audit.

Dennler offered his own explanation, and
he said he did not believe Board of Education
members were initially aware of the depth of the
reserve issue.

“I don’t believe that the Board of Education
knew or understood what was going on,” he told
residents.

Dennler also said town officials had raised
concerns about the district’s calculations nearly
a year ago.

“We know now that was not true,” he said,
referring to previous assurances by the former
superintendent that the reserve problem was
caused simply by high claims. “But I do not
blame these people”

Board of Finance member John Thomas, a
Republican, openly disagreed with claims that
the forensic audit would not affect the budget’s
bottom line.

“How can we possibly ask our town to vote on
something when we don’'t even know what hap-
pened in that forensic audit?” Thomas asked.

Other residents urged the crowd not to pun-
ish students for administrative failures. One res-
ident, Nina Manella, said she attended for one
reason. “I'm here purely because I don’t want to
see education get cut in Colchester,” she said.

Michelle Millington, a Democrat on the
Board of Education, appealed for unity after
increasingly sharp exchanges. “We are all in
the same boat,” Millington said. “Arguing and
finger-pointing ... it's not going to help this
problem.”

Eventually, after nearly every major concern
had been aired - and after many in attendance
appeared physically and emotionally drained by
the process — the motion to reduce the proposed
Board of Education budget failed.

A final motion to send the full budget pack-
age to referendum passed, and, as the meeting
finally wound down after an undeniably long
and weary night, one resident summed up what
seemed to be the mood in the room:

“Democracy is messy.”

Colchester Memorial Day Parade Coming

On Sunday, May 24, Colchester will hold its
annual Memorial Day Parade. The theme of
this year’s parade will be “Colchester Honors
250 Years of Heroes.” All local groups are en-
couraged to participate. Parade applications
are available online at www.colchesterct.gov;
select ‘First Selectman’s Office’ under “Town
Services! These are required of all marching
units.

Each contingent willing to march or bring
a float must obtain an application online or
contact the first selectman’s office by email ae-
dward@colchesterct.gov and return it to the
first selectman’s office at Town Hall. Marching
units and floats should arrive at the William

J. Johnston Middle School by 11:30 a.m. and
the parade will start promptly at 12:30 p.m.
The parade route is about % miles long and is
primarily downhill.

The Colchester Parade Committee will
again award cash prizes for the best volunteer
marching unit, best float meeting this year’s
parade theme, and most creative float.

Veterans Invited: If you wish to march
with the veterans’ contingent you can choose
to go to the old senior center by 11 a.m. or
report directly to WJJMS at 11:30 a.m. For
those veterans who can’t march but wish to
ride on the veterans float, please report to the
old Senior Center by 11 a.m.

Community Invited to Concert

The community is invited to attend a special
evening of live music on Saturday, May 23, at
6:30 p.m. at Bacon Academy, featuring perfor-
mances by the Glenn Hansen Orchestra and the
Colchester Choir and Orchestra.

This concert will bring together musicians
and vocalists for an evening celebrating music,
community, and the arts. Residents of all ages
are encouraged to attend.

The concert will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m.,
with doors opening prior to the performance.
Attendees are encouraged to arrive early for
seating. This is a free concert but donations are
appreciated.

For additional information, contact Colches-
ter Parks and Recreation at parksandrec@col-
chesterct.gov or 860-537-7297.

Land Trust Upcoming Events

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting
the following upcoming events. All are invited.
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third
Sunday of each month (weather permitting).
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This
event is led by board member and stewardship
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at:
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m.
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.)
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

Connecticut Trails Day! Forest Bathing at
Salmon River State Forest: Sunday, June 7, 10
a.m.-noon. Join Lisa Hageman and Liza Sivek
for a moderately slow-paced, three-mile hike
with the practice of Forest Bathing. For this
meditative, quiet hike, meet at the Air Line Trail
South/”Hairpin Turn” parking lot at 280 Bull
Hill Rd., Colchester (see directions on the site).
From there, walk to the Salmon River Forest
trail nearby. There is no fee for this hike; it is
free to all for Connecticut Trails Day. Rain post-
pones to a date to be announced. This hike is
not suggested for smaller children, and it is not
stroller-friendly. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.
org.

fi’:airy House Builders Wanted!: The second
annual Fairy House Trail is coming to Colches-
ter — but CLT needs help to make the magic

happen. Want to build a fairy house for the trail?
All ages and skill levels welcome! Groups, indi-
viduals, and businesses welcome. There will be
a Popular Vote for favorite houses. Had a house
in last year’s trail? Bring it again! Email/call/
text lizasivek@gmail.com or 203-278-5492 with
questions. Adding your fairy house to the trail
is free; however, there are a few rules to keep
the fairies, nature, and wildlife safe. Please read
the guidelines online. Sign up at colchesterland-
trust.org

Blue Moon Owl Prowl: Sunday, May 31, 7:30
p-m. Join host Liza Sivek for an Owl Prowl night
hike under the rare Blue Moon at Bulkeley Hill
Preserve. Soft drinks and snacks will be provid-
ed. After a talk, take a moonlit hike through the
BHP trails , using recorded barred owl calls to
attract local resident owls. This is a slow hike, on
a wooded trail with rocks, roots, etc. Red light
flashlights will be used by the guides. Approxi-
mate length of hike is about a leisurely mile,
with several stops to call owls. More details on-
line. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Maket: The CLT Booth will
be at the Colchester Farmers Market on the
Green on Sundays, July 26, Aug. 23 and Sept. 27.
All are invited to stop by and learn more about
the land trust.

Like us on

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Where in the World is the szereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels! “a D—t o

Crossing the Delaware... East Hampton town historian Jay Hansen is pictured in
New Jersey with the Rivereast, on a research trip to the east side of the Delaware River.

Chzllmg in Curacao... Kimber and Frank Perrotta of East Hampton visited Curacao
in April, where they brought along a copy of the Rivereast to check out the Handel-
skade - the iconic brightly colored Dutch colonial buidlings along the waterfront in
Willemstad.

Trzp of a szetlme... A two week Italian extravaganza took Dianne Grenier of An-
dover through Pompeii, Rome, Florence, and Venice. She brought along her copy of
the Rivereast as she explored the wonders of Italy, including the ruins of Pompeii, the
Vatican, the Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s Basilica, the Pantheon, and the Colosseum. Her
adventures continued with a Tuscan olive farm visit, a pastamaking class, glassblow- il A 0 i L . B
ing and lacemaking demonstrations, the Uffizi art Gallery, a gondola ride, a chamber A Mexican Holiday... Sharon and Glenn Genzlinger of Hebron traveled with their
music concert, and so much more. Grenier said it was the trip of a lifetime, shared son’s family to Cancun for spring break this year. Their granddaughters spent most
with her sister Judith. of the time in the water.

Going on a trip? [
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT (.31\1“)j

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
your photo is one the four entries selected!

Fine Italian

To enter, email your photo and \ 151 MarlboroMghé; i’;e{g“g Cuisine J
. P t
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com 8), Portland
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RHAM High School has announced its honor
roll for the third quarter of the 2025-26 school
year.

High Honors

Grade 12: Brianna Isis Adu-Poku, Zoe Brynn
Albert, Giovanni Louis Assunto, Grayson Wil-
liam Bell, Finn Vincent James Blake, Ethan
Patrick Boisvert, Victoria Ciesla, Brenna Grace
D’Amico, Allison DiBuono-Lemke, Liam Pat-
rick Galligan, Isabel Gavrish, Logan Reed Gi-
annelli, Nicole Lynn Goldstein, Brooke Lau-
ren Gorgone, Clara Charlotte Grove, Rebecca
Lynne King, Tate Catherine Knox-Silvia, Nina
Rose Krawczyk, Isabelle Grace Kreamer, Aria
Rae Lagace, Zoe Eve Lisee, Kenna Alice Mac-
Donald, Daniel Andres Mantilla, Aidan Miville
McDonald, Christopher Jayden Medina, Emer-
son Claire Melquist, Emily Kay Migliaro, Reese
Payton Montstream, Abigail Lillian Nalette,
Carmela Rosina Orfitelli, Reegan Leigh Panico,
Katryna Nichole Paul, Sophia Elyse Perkins,
Jake Brooks Pinkham, William Everett Ryan,
Kaylee Nicole Sandhu, Isabelle M. Sobieralski,
Talula Sarah Stomberg, Emily Grace Suroviak,
Olivia Louise Talaga, Liam Michael Tarallo,
Anna Michelle Tartaglione, Michael Christo-
pher Thatford, Justin R. Tyrol, Blake Raymond
VanNostrand, Aimee L. Viele, Alexander Maciej
Wolski, Dylan Jacob Young, Cecilia Ann Zito.

Grade 11: Yousef Ahmed, Lainey Elizabeth
Asklar, Derek Edward Barone, Alexa Lauren
Bech, Caleb Matthew Billiel, Rian Grace Cal-
houn, Olivia Vilas Chicoine, Samantha Noelle
DeGray, Justin Espinosa, Candice Rose Fago,
Addison May Garner, Rebecca Bridget Koon-
ankeil, Edward Liu, Joseph Robert Mangiafico,
Chase J. McLaughlin, Kacper Mlodzianowski,
Charlotte Jean Moore, Juliet Elizabeth Neale,
Laura Pineda, Jordan West Pinkham, Reagan
Marie Stanford, Vivienne Marie Stomberg,
Kelise Elizabeth Townsend, Liam James Tresser,
Caroline Faith Ziegwied.

Grade 10: Seren Grace Akerlind, Nicolas
Andrews Amodeo, Zachary James Braim, Julia
Marie Celona, Skyler Chism, Grace Catherine
Chomick, Collin Brian Cooke, Declan Menashi
Dougherty, Julia Donna Eddy, Rowan Eng-
land, Avery Sienna Fitzgerald, Axel Jax Galla-
gher, Elaina Clare Hulland, Damieano Alanzo
Ingenito, Tyler James Kern, Taylor Kompanik,
Benjamin Henry Kreamer, Edward Alan Lam-
mey, Owen Antoni Lotko, Madeleine Rose Lun-
die, David Louis May, Sophia Nicole McLeod,
Sophie Eva Mota, Gianna Belle Reynolds, Alex-
ander Jay Sandberg, Mason Edward Suroviak,
Brooke Susan Topulos.

Grade 9: Daniel John Abrahamson, Gabriel
Lewis Accomazzo, Elena Sofia Chalfant, Ari-
anna Rose Choinski, Julia Ciesla, Angela June
DeGray, Noah Paul Ekstowicz, Addison Lena
Esposito, Nathan Michael Giarrusso, Jackson
Redfield Howe, Alexandra Marie Lavenburg,
Autumn Rosa LeBlanc, Maisey MacDonald Le-
May, Katherine Michelle Manthorne, Liam Man-
tilla, Viviana Marasiotis, Giuliana McLaughlin,
Angelina Mary Morrissette, Heather C Nich-
olson, Katarina Cornelia Paardenkooper, Dai-
sy Talula Patrizz, Allie Petro, Claire Probert,
Ariana Olivia Ramos, Edith Elizabeth Ranta,

Zinay

CUCINA

High School Honor Roll

Lucas Jackson Roberts, Esteban Leandro San-
hueza, Kaelyn Grace Schmitt, Jackson Timothy
Shepard, Evelyn Grace Stachowiak, Lucas John
Sulliman, Elizabeth Lynn Thibeault, Tessa Lyn
Wallace, Elijah Waltz, Liliana Rose Wursthorn,
Viola Mae Yorio.

Honors

Grade 12: Paolo Nicholas Abrantes, Loghan
Charles Jordan Aguiar, Gabrien Ryker Allis,
Brooke Victoria Arcari, Ellie Grace Ballard,
Meadow Katherine Mayer Banta, Hailey Mychael
Bergeron, Hunter John Billings, Aubrey Eliza-
beth Brainard, Emily Ann Brauer, Maxwell M.
Brophy, Hunter James Brown, Cayden James Ca-
plette, Tanner James Cavanaugh, Alejandro Wil-
liam Chalfant, Carly A. Charron, Emily Rachel
Churchill, Natalie Joyce Costello, Jackson Prior
Custer, Maeve Ellen DeDonato, Justin Noah
Dooley, Patrick Jeremiah Dowd, Seth Dunko,
Audrey Lee Eckert, Harley Anthony Emmons,
Douglas Clark Fellman, Daren Thomas Gagnon,
Owen Sherman Garner, Alexander Edmund
Giaccone, Julia Kaylee Gorborino, Jake Nixon
Guerriero, Ella Maria Hatzikostas, Kaitlin Jane
Hobin, Brayden William Kelly, Rosalee Virginia
Kathleen Kelly, Alondra Carmina King, Turner
William Knox-Silvia, Brody Ryan Kokofski, Ma-
son Kevin Kompanik, Alexander Jacoby Kusher,
Aidan James Landry, Addison Rae Mike, Julian
David Monroe, Mark David Morris, Riley Madi-
son Mounds;

Ava Sophia Pacheco, Ryan Victoria Pagani,
Lucian Giuseppe Paonessa, Alexander James
Peeling, Olivia Mary Perez, Honorah Grace
Plourde, Roger P Pryor, Zachary Isaac Pugliese,
Lindsay Veronica Rayman, David Scott Reed,
Gavin Anthony Richards, Brianna Esther Ri-
vera, Paige Willow Rosa, Landon Thomas Roy,
Abigail Elizabeth Simao, Madelyn Elizabeth
Stewart, Maia Ellin Stock, Conor Drinan Sul-
livan, Jordan Watson Summerer, Julia Kathryn
Teodosio, Brady William Topulos, Helena Au-
gust Turk, Max Lawrence Veilleux, Kimee L
Viele, Jacob Geoftrey Viniconis, Makayla Taylor
Walker, Joshua Bergeron Warren, Robert Jamie-
son Weingarten, Madeleine Mae Weinsteiger,
Meredith Emilia Weir, Zachary Quinn Wilkie,
Marina Anne Wood, Lillian Aimee Worthen,
Gianni Alexander Wursthorn, Daniel Peter
Yeomans, Lilah Zern.

Grade 11: Mia Joy Annecharico, Alexander
Thomas Ayer, Isabella Mae Bangham, Zaira
Margaret Bejoy, Addison Grace Bell, Julia
Benedetto, Kaden Henry Besade, Sara Angela
Braunwart, Lucas Alexander Butts, Isabella Rose
Celona, Silas Brian Clifton, Brendan M Con-
nolly, Giovany Cordones, Liana Shea DaCruz,
Shawn Isaak Daley, Leah Madison Danaher,
Danika Jolie Dei, Darareaksmey Sirius Disher,
Khloe Jade Dronzank, Areannah Wynter Erazo,
Tyler Farrelly, Victoria Mychelle Fernandez,
Tiernan Adams Fitzsimmons, Julia Caroline
Fournier, Liana Elizabeth Fox, Rylie Kayla Ga-
rafolo, Shayla Rome Garrett, Gavin Wade Gen-
tile, Alexander Francisco Ghirlanda, Hailey
Jennifer Golaszewski, Jackson David Goyette,
Douglas Haley, Mark Charles Hall, Mia Eliza-
beth Hall, Payton Henderson, Michela Bernard
Hines, Ashton William Houghton, Ali Irani,

17 North Main Street
Marlborough, CT 06447

860-365-5940

Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Fresh - Natural -Delicious ’ Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm ‘

Hosted)by:Zina’sCucinal

RE5-22-26

Wednesdays

Come join us for LUNCH!

Monday-Saturday
11:30aM-4:00rMm

r—_—_—_1

OR ORDER
ON. LINE !
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Preston Jeftrey Isleib, Lilah Mae Jacques, Kaylee
Mae Kauffman, Riley Alexander Kischell, James
David Knox, Marley Summer Koelling, Cally
Juel Kopp, Addison Lee Krynick;

Ava Lynn Lagace, Dennis John Lawrence,
Addison Elizabeth Lemieux, Allie Mae Lewis,
Shaelie Evelyn Lowell, Morgan Elizabeth Mc-
Carthy, Quinn Terrance William McCarthy,
Abigail K. Micklich, Reilly Geneva Ming, Ava
Moore, Yeziel Morales, Benjamin Aiden Mor-
rissey, Ella-May Owens, Victoria Paslavska,
Bethany Faith Pedro, Leala Violeta Pelletier,
Jazlyn Michele Pendleton, Leah Petro, Riel
Luis Ramos, Jeremy Jacob Rodrigues, Keenan
Charles Rodrigues, Logan Kenneth Roulier,
Regan Thomas Sawyer, Elizabeth Ann Semen-
ta, Nathan Daniel Solloway, Shelby Szeps, Jack
Tarkington, London Olivia Victoria VanMeter,
Justin Thomas Verrastro, Brody Charles Wal-
lace, Liam Lincoln Wallace, Jameson Michael
Watts, Rachel Lorien Waychoft, Jennifer Grace
Wheeler, Cara Maye Williams, Tate Wilson, Ol-
ivia Marie Wright, Miles Nicholas Yorio.

Grade 10: Eliza Jane Aloma, Kevin Edward
Barone, Lily Sue Barstis, Krystian Adam Ba-
zan, Joanna Mae Biggs, Anna Delvina Black-
man, Griffin Quinn Bruce Boulet, Elle Lindsey
Boutilier, Evan James Brooks, Brady Robert
Ciotola, Mabel Maureen Collins, Aiden Alan
Cooney, Audrey Louise Correia, Nadia Cou-
ture, Mason Olivia Daniels, Emma Darczyn,
Amelia Elizabeth Deckman, Charles Quentin
DelLisle, Calvin Joseph Devine, Jack Ira Dough-
erty, Charlotte Egan, Cerys Alexia Ellis, Grace
Nora Ellis, Alexander Joseph Elomaa, Charlotte
Elsie Emmons, Isabel Lucia Fichera, Cameron
Matthew Fitzgibbons, Lucas James Fortin, Lyric
Lily Greenleaf, Derek Paul Grzybowski, Leah
Marie Haggerty, Kierce August Hinckley, Van-
essa Chloe Johnson;

Jake Anthony Kamienski, Jacob Timothy
Kane, Wyatt Stasz Kelly, Haley Marie Kjel-
lquist, Ava Kathleen Knox, Zephyr Kowalski,
Amy Elizabeth Kramer, Kyle David Landry,
Joseph Matthew Lanford, Ryan Lynn LaVec-
chia, Kaelyn Avery Loiselle, Tyler Aiden Luca,
Rebecca Lynn Macierowski, Alyson Elinor Mar-
gaitis, Sydney Ava Mastrocola, Callan Richard

M.J. Emonds

MECHANICAL
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Melquist, Nathaniel Foote Melzen, Isabella Ma-
ria Mendoza, Lily Marie Meyer, Caleb Montero,
Sawyer Haiden Montstream, Olivia Blais Pass-
cantell, Sydney Sawyer Petit, Patrick R. Price,
Michael Joseph Przeszlo, Kimberly Rose Reed,
Genevieve Isabelle Romanchuck, Liam Jeffer-
son Roy, Hayden Joseph Schultz, Peyton James
Sullivan, John William Tartaglione, Nevaech
Elizabeth-Ann Van Cott, Krysta Lynn Wallace,
Nathalie Lunasa Walsh, Michaela G. Winne,
Maci Reif Wolfe, Patrick Ryan Wolfgang, Justin
Piotr Wolski, Emma Claire Wrobel.

Grade 9: Levi Ackerman, Benjamin Lucas
Anderson, Olivia Paige Asklar, Sean David
James Blake, Elizabeth Shelton Breault, Sa-
mantha Mae Buccino, Ella Grace Clate, Jaclyn
Morgan Coffey, Andrew Congdon, Joshua Dale
Conway, Hailey Madison Cooney, Ryan Porter
Costa, Jack Andrew Cotter, Ian Thomas Cram-
er, Caleigh Cunningham, Violet Marie Curran,
Benjamin James Cyr, Anissah-Lynn Soleil Dar-
ius, Carter Davidson, Samantha Lee Doucette,
Henry Philip Doyle, Gracie Joy Flahive, Kalena
Noelle Gagnon, Roman Joseph Gonzalez, Bryce
H. Gower, Dylan Timothy Hall, Kiana Louise
Hinckley, Avery Elizabeth Holzer, Anna Marie
Itteilag, McKenna Marie Kilcollum, Preston
Koelling, Adelyn Grace Lloyd, Travis Banks
MacDonald, Dylan Machowski, Juliet Marie
Manthorne, Giuliana Marino, Mason Martella,
Samantha Rose Maxwell, Violet Kathleen Mey-
er, Ashton Bryce Miner, Lyla Grace Moraga;

Lily Anna Nicholson, Alaina Marie Nuh-
fer, Francesca Nicole Orfitelli, Brayden Tyler
Pace, Charlotte Amelia Parks, Nicolas Anthony
Peach, Aubrey Elizabeth Pierini, Eli Samuel
Rawson, Isaac Remington, Zachary Brian Reyn-
olds, Carlos Rios, Benjamin Patrick Rivera,
Makenna Rusczyk, Maxwell William Sabourin,
Jack Brice Sankovich, Journey Santana, Char-
lotte Avis Schreier, Ella Simao, Brenya Elizabeth
Smigala, Sebastian Henry Sobieralski, Jacob
Sottile, Adeline Anne Sponzo, Alexis Liberty
St. Onge, Isabella Josephine Stipanov, William
Strecker, Hunter R Talcik, Georgie Taylor, Cath-
erine Thatford, Kaelyn Marie Therrien, Nikolas
Brooks Ulion, Emma Katherine Viniconis, Au-
drey Elizabeth Wright, Camryn Rose Zelinsky.

A/ C Replacement
?rmaﬁlamtenance
Filter

Humidification
Dehumidification
Energy Consultation
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RHAM Middle School has announced its
honor roll for the third quarter of the 2025-26
school year.

High Honors

Grade 8: Olivia Aker, Kaitlyn Elise Arcari,
Tatiana Juliette Arguello, Charlotte Grace
Badeau, Scarlet Beaulieu, Anna Mae Bech, Cora
Michele Braim, Jayden Emily Butler, Andrew
David Clifton, Olyvia Darlene Cormier, Coen
Christopher Cramer, Morgan Anne Czepiel,
Victoria Isabella Daley, William Wade DeCe-
sare, Amelia Dunnells, Calleigh Dunnells, Livia
Mei Eng, Elijah Kimball Greenhouse, Winston
Greve, Zachary Everett Griswold, Aniela Ma-
rie Grzywacz, Adalyn Gutierrez, Loretta Grace
Heinen, Eleanor Kathryn Isleib, Frederick Wil-
liam Lammey, Edwina Liu, Elodie Florence
Lizarraga, Harper Loiselle, Julie Anna Manning,
Juliette Nicole McDonald, Sophie Elizabeth Mc-
Donald, Juliana Andrea Mendoza, Sophia No-
elle Rodriguez, Olivia Rita Schleicher, Kensley
Addison Schultz, Claire Collins Seipt, Margaux
Paulette Stanton, Parker Ehrich Steinmetz, Av-
ery Marie Suroviak, Emma Tarkington, Peyton
Marie Tipping, Jacklynn Alexandra Tyler, Paris
Belle VanMeter, Max Wang, William Winne.

Grade 7: Benjamin Ryan Abrahamson, Elena
Veronica Accomazzo, Sara Safiya Almoor, Av-
ery Noelle Bataille, Alaina Grace Bednarz, Cam-
eron Allyson Bell, Lincoln C. Bister, Kylie Boris,
Rylan Maxfield Burlingham, Sophie Lynn Bush,
Thomas Richard Case, Emily Winton Coftey,
Leo Jack Consolo, Avery Grace Cooney, Kai-
den Decaro, Karina Anne DeGemmis, Gianna
Carol Dei, Henry Adam  Diener, Ella Mary

Middle School Honor Roll

Edele, Meghan Lombard England, Adalene
Louise Furphy, Aria Grace Fuss, Kinsley Har-
low Guidicelli, Evaleen Madison Hart, William
Alan Hills, Sophia Faith Kauffman, Elizabeth
Grace Ladabouche, Seamus Alan Lundie, Juliet
E. Mastronunzio, Kaley Lynn Matson, Joshua
Pasternak, Hannah Caitlyn Pendarvis, Ayden
William Perez, Jayden William Perez, June Ro-
salie Ranta, Eliza Rose Reynolds, Estelle Riley,
Mason A. Rivera, Autumn Louise Rivers, James
Sementa, Addison Finley Sherry, Lucy Carol-
beth Sobieralski, Arthur Alexander Voronkov,
Brayden Scott Warriner, Kade Matthew Weeks,
Hailey Corinne Wright, Maribelle Ellen Zuzel.
Honors

Grade 8: Ty Joseph Asklar, Delilah Beaulieu,
Parker Bryson Bednarcyzk, Albert Joseph Be-
joy, Nikolai Joseph Bernard, Carley Boisvert,
Hilary Leah Boris, Keegan William Bove, Mor-
gan Elizabeth Bronzi, Anthony Joseph Busby,
Francesca Casella, Jameson John Cezus, Mari-
ella Teresa Chaves, Analise Rose Ciotola, Evelyn
Mae Coffield, Orus Reid Coffield, Quinn Eliza
Crowley, Milayna Tess-Sovath Daley, Noah Mi-
chael Dawidczyk, Ziva Alexandria Desaulniers,
Andrew Elijah Doll-Wright, Nicholas Donegal,
Gina Rhine Duva, Lilly Elizabeth Dwyer-Fowl-
er, Olivia Josephine Erba, Tanner Russell Flynn,
Elijah Matthew Gagliardi, Oliver Gatto, Nolan
Eliot Gentile, Dennis Matthew Guyette;

Lyla Hassan, Cian Peter Hurley, Rubi Lianna
Infantas, Sara Irani, Ryan Walter Klemonski,
Gavin Elliott Knight, Mia Sarah Edith Kursawe,
Aubree Lynee Lichaj, Rena Marasiotis, Katelyn
Aubrey McGeough, Adam Henry McGuire,

KinderRHAMa Summer Camp Registration

Registration for KinderRHAMa Preschool
Summer Camp is now open for all towns. The
program is held at the AHM KinderRHAMa
classroom and play yard at RHAM High School,
and is for children ages 3-5 who have not yet
started kindergarten.

Hours are 9 a.m.-noon Monday through Fri-
day. Families can choose to enroll for one to
eight weeks. Children must turn 3 by Sept. 1 and
be fully toilet-trained to participate.

Cost per week is $125 (or $100 for the 6/29-
7/2 week). To register, go to ahmyouth.recdesk.
com/Community/Program?category=4. Fi-
nancial aid may be available for families who
qualify by filling out the form at: ahmyouth.org/
program-scholarship-application.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org/
programs-services/kinderrhama-preschool-
program, or contact Becky Murray at beckym@
ahmyouth.org or 860-228-0871.
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JODY DELMASTRO

PROVEN SUCCESS | RESIDENTIAL & WATERFRONT SPECIALIST
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Jody.Delmastro@raveis.com | JodyDelmastro.raveis.com
218 NEW LONDON TPKE | GLASTONBURY | CT 06033

Proven Success 30 years in the Real Estate
& Banking Industry. Experience Matters!
Trusted Results Each & Every Transaction!
Well Respected in our Community.

GLASTONBURY RESIDENTIAL SPECIALIST

CIT5-21-22

WILLIAM RAVEIS

REAL ESTATE « MORTGAGE * INSURANCE

A Lifelong resident of Glastonbury with 30+
years, Jody has been making homeownership
a reality for countless individuals and familes

in the Glastonbury and surrounding area.

Carter McHugh, Emma Grace McKenna, Rory
Miller, Julia Moore, Carter David Nelson, Grant
Nathan Olin, Shayne Isolino Pagani, Camille
Avery Pape, Jackson Robert Paragone, Alexis
Rivera, Lucas John Ryan, Jack Joseph Salvas,
Miah Desse Schadtle, Robert Schram, Michael
Daniel Scibek, Madison Catherine Scott, Mason
Michael Silva, Harrison Jeremy Stock, Brady
Vedder Sullivan, Zoey Lynn Villarreal, Calen
Darryl Wilansky, Spencer Goodwyn Wil-
liams, Ixora Woodbridge, Luke Asher Ziegwied.

Grade 7: Abigail Elizabeth Lee Ammermann,
Filip Bal, Aedan Barrett, Isabelle Hope Basta-
rache, Matthew P. Benedetto, Ian Joseph Billiel,
Hunter Blackman, Kole Hunter Boehm, Gianna
Ione Bogue, Cameron Matthew Bordeaux, Mi-
cah James Butler, Brady Theodore Daniel Carl-
son, Ayden Lee Carson, Samuel Ching, Henry
R Clavette, Roman A Clavette, Alex Congdon,
Owen Cotter, Piper Charley Daniels, Kathryn
Marie Davis, Madeline Helen DeCesare, Eli-
jah Kenyon Delacruz Case, Lydia Diana, Lily
Drown, Jacob Duchon, Tristan Mathieu Dudas,
Joshua Padmanabhan Fitzgerald, Izabella Foster,
Kamden Gayle, Vienna Rose Ghirlanda, Arian-
na Shea Gianoni, Jack Paul Gustafson, Ryan
George Guyette, Davis Gerald Haggerty, Aubree
Elizabeth Harmon, Ivan Michael Herr, Madison

Project Graduation
Fundraiser

Project Graduation takes place on Friday,
June 16 - and fundraising “Congratulations”
signs are on sale now.

Show your support for RHAM Class of 2026
graduating seniors by purchasing a “Congratu-
lations” sign. These signs will be available for
purchase, at $20 each. Each sign is an 18” x 24”
yard sign with yard stake included. There is a
blank space on the sign for you to write your
graduates’ name on it.

This fundraiser will help support AHM’s
Project Graduation event, a drug and alcohol-
free celebration on the night of graduation.
Visit ahmyouth.org/fundraisers-events/project-
graduation/ for more info about Project Grad
and to purchase a sign.

Herrick, Tanner Noah Jacques, Peyton Vanessa
Jurovaty, Camden Brancard Keane, Jamison
Patrick Kiernan, Jase David Alexander Kitchin,
Blake Christopher Kjellquist, Vera Brielle Kluc-
zwski, Jasmine Knowles;

Logan Parker LaPalme, Jameson Lefebvre,
McKenzie Ellen Little, Theodore Apollo Lotko,
Ellowyne Loudenback, Autumn Margaitis, Leah
Marie Martel, Finn Jacob Maturano-Langley,
Karina Cenit Mirabal, Teagan Ann Monge,
Anna May Monroe, Khloe Lee Noble, Victoria
Patricia Olson, Arianna Rose Palermo, Chan-
dler Paquette, Gianna Grace Patulak, Natalie
Anne Picciolo, Sophia Raasumaa Boots, Jaxon
Ramirez, Colton James Reddington, Liam Bren-
nan Rickert, Hunter Samuel Rondini, Kayla
M. Roy, Joshua Saavedra-Sessa, Autumn Ann
Scott, Cameron James Smith, Emily St. Rock,
Ryder Russell Strumskas, Sydney Marie Szeps,
Julia Elise Tartaglione, Brantley David Therrien,
Aiden Roger Thompson, Gianna Carline Toner,
Rosalie Ann Trudeau, Harper Marie Vargo, Se-
bastien Waltz, Kyla Eva Wolfe, Morgan Grace
Zelinsky.

Summer
Programs at AHM

This summer, AHM Youth and Family
Services is offering programs for all ages,
including First Steps in Music, Forest Fun,
Brush, Braid & Bond, Macrame Head-
bands, Yoga for Kids, and more.

Registration is open, at www.ahmyouth.
org.

Sponsors Sought

for Golf Tourney
AHM Youth and Family Services will hold
its annual Golf Tournament Friday, July 17, at
Blackledge Country Club in Hebron. AHM is
currently looking for sponsors and players.
Go to ahmyouth.org for more info.

748 Maple St, Rocky Hill CT 06067
$574,900 | 3 Bedroom | 2.5 Bath

Welcome to this Dream Ranch featuring 3 bedrooms and 2 1/2 bathrooms. The
Exquisite Kitchen is a Show Stopper that was Featured in American Farmhouse
Magazine and is Equipped with a Stainless Farmhouse Sink, Newer Stainless
Appliances, Custom Range Hood, Subway Tile Backsplash, Granite Countertops,
Wine Cooler, and an Island Breakfast Bar. The Kitchen Flows Seamlessly into the
Dining and Living Areas, where a Cozy Gas Fireplace Invites you to Unwind with a
Glass of Wine. The Primary Bedroom Suite Serves as a Private Getaway with an
Accent Wall, 3 Large Closets, Crown Molding, Recessed Lighting, Primary
Renovated Bathroom and French Doors Opening up to a Private Trex Deck where
you can Enjoy that Morning Cup of Coffee. The Spacious Walk-Out Lower Level
Family Room Features a Second Gas Fireplace, Built-In Bookcases and Cabinets, a
Large Laundry Suite with Ample Storage and Possible In-Law Apartment. Features
of the Home include 3 Season Sunroom with New Flooring, 2 car Garage,
Professionally Landscaped Fenced Yard, Shed, Central Air, Gas Heat, Fresh Paint
Throughout, and NEW Washer/Dryer, 200 Amp Electrical Service, Hardwoods,
Generac Whole House Generator and Renewal by Anderson Living Room Window.
COME TAKE A TOUR!
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